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FREFACE. 



THE object of the present publicaticm is 
to give an outline of the origin, progress, and 
actual state of the Revolution in Spanish 
America. The author has ce^fined himself, 
as much as possible^ ta the simple relation 
of facts, leaving it ta his readers to druw 
their conclusions from them. All that ia 
contained in the book is to be found in ofl^ 
eial and other authentic documents. Of 
many of the facts related, the author himself 
has been witness, and of many others he 
possesses detailed accounts from men of 
credit and information. He has not neglect- 
td aay publication on the subject froia which 
.1* 
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useful matter was to be obtained ; viz. the 
newspapers printed in every part of Ameri- 
ca ; the bulletins of the military command- 
ers ; La Historia de la Revolucion de Mexi- 
co, by El Doctor Don Jos6 Guerra; the 
Es;posg to the Prince Regent of England, by 
Mr. W. Walton ; the articles inserted in El 
Espanol, by D. J. M. Blanco White; and 
the work De Colonies et de PAmerique, by 
M. de Pradt. It may, perhaps, be objected- 
to the narrative, that it is incomplete in 
omitting the relation of some of those re- 
volting cruelties which stain the history of 
•very such contest, and have not been want* 
tag here. The author believes, however,, 
duat quite enough of them is detailed to give 
a just idea of the spirit which has been ac* 
tuating the parties in the war, and that was^ 
the object 

This Work will labour under one disad- 
v^antage in seeking the approbation of the 



y Google 



VII 

reader accustomed to a correct English^ 
style; Spanish idioms will be found in it^. 
and, perhaps, other imperfections springing 
from the same source. These may not affect 
the sense of the Work, but the effect being 
unpleasant to correct taste, it would hav^e 
been weli had they been avoided;. 
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^JIATTERS RELATING TO SPANISH AMERICA 
GENERALLY. 



CHAPTER I. 

Territorial Divisions of Spanish America. — Manner m 
which it tms goroerned before the war, — Attempts at re- 
volution in the last century. — Grievarices of which thfi^ 
Americans complained. 

The continental part of Spanish America, as politically 
divided by the 3panish government, comprehends- the 
Ticerojalties of New Spain or Mexico, Santa F^ de Bo- 
gota or New Grenada, Peru, Buenos Ajres or the pro- 
vinces of Rio de la Plata, and the captain-generalships 
of Goateraala, Venezuela, and Chili. These territories 
were, before 1810, governed by chiefs named by the 
king of Spain, who acted independently of each other. 
The viceroy alties and captain-generalships were subdi- 
vided into iniendencias and provmces, over which presi- 
ded intendentes, gobemadores, or corregidores^ likewise 
named by the king, but dependent on the viceroys of 
captains-genera). The provinces were again divided in- 
to departments, in which resided the delegates of the 
chiefs of the provinces, and the judges called alcaldes^ 
named by the municipalities cabildos, there to maintain 
the civil power. The viceroys and captains-general 
united in themselves the civil and military powers ; and 
though generally these united powers were likewise vest- 
ed in the governors^ sometimes ther^ were chiefs, named 
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€9nmandantes, wbe* separately held in the provinces the 
military command. The municipalities bad the care of 
provisioning the towns, and of the minor police, wbicb 
has for its object the health and comfort of the inhabitants. 

The administration of ju8.tice wa» intrusted to magis- 
trates, called oidoresy who, when united,, formed the ju- 
dicial courts, named audiencias. Of these the presidents 
were the chiefs residing in the towns in which the audi- 
•ncia bad place, viz. Mexico, Guadalaxara, Goatemala^. 
Caraccas, Santa Fe de Bogota, ^itp, Lima, Cusco,. 
Cbuquisaca, Chili, and Buenos Ayres. The generality 
of causes were first tried by the governors, corregidoresi,. 
their delegates, or the alcaldes, who acted by the advice 
of a lawyer, asesor^ unless they were themselves law-pro- 
fessors ; their sentence had to be confirmed by the audi^ 
Mcta, and in case ofditsatisfactiQn the cause was tried a 
second time by that court Many privileged cases, foff 
muoi de cwUy were solely tried by the audiendas. 

According to the solenm and special contract entered 
kito between the kings of Spain, and the discoverers^ con* 
^uerors, and settlers in Spanish America, these last were 
to remain lords of the country^ on the basis of feudal vas- 
salage, under the naaies of tncovMnderos, Such, how- 
ever, was the inhuman conduct of the first of these to- 
wards the natives, that Charles the fifth and his successors^ 
were under the necessity of gradually abolishing many 
of their privileges ; and the encomiendas fell at length, in^ 
most of the provinces, to the crown : certain lesser pri- 
vileges were then, granted to the settlers, in lieu of those 
originally possessed, with the titles of marquis, count, &c. 

Spanish America was from that time coijsidered a« 
a iiingdom, independent in itself, yet united to Spain, aa 
being both under the government of one king. Lt was in 
consequence enacted, that from the laws of the Indies, all 
titkft. name, or notioa of conquest should be erased^ amib 
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ttie IndkuM declared subjects of the king, \n all respetts 
ibe same as the Castiiians. The incorporation of Spanisk 
America to the crown of Castile vras decreed by Charles 
the fifth, in Barcelona, the 14th of September, 1519, aad 
confirmed bj Donna, Juana, Philippe the second, and 
C^harles the second. And *^ considering," concludes the 
emperor Charles the fifth, '' the fidelity of our vassak, 
and the fatigues which the discoverers and settlers exps* 
rienced in making their discoveries and settlements, and 
in order tbat they may possess with more certainty and 
confidence the right of always Femaining united to om: 
-royal crown, we promise, and pledge our faith and royal 
word, in behalf of ourselves, and the kings our successoia^ 
for ever and ever, that their cities^ and settlements on n« 
account or reason, or fo favour of any person whatever, 
shall be alienated, or separated, wholly or in part ; and 
that if we, or any of our successors should make any gift 
or alienation thereof, contrary to our express declaration, 
1^ same shall be held as null and void.'* Ley 1. tit 1. 
lib. 3. Ley 7. tit. 1. lib. 4. de la Recopilacion de Indias. 

In the opening of the royal decree, published in the 
year 1524, for the nomination of a suppeme council for 
the Indies, the term kingdom is expressly used ; and its 
use is accompanied with the admission, that the inhabl* 
lants had a natural right to hold the appointments of pro- 
fit and honour in the country. Barorv Humboldt, in his 
Essai Politique on New Spain, chap. 12. lib. 5. observes, 
tbat the kings of Spain, by taking the title of king of the 
Todies, have considered these distant possessions rather 
as integral parts of the Spanish monarchy, or as provin* 
cee dependent on the crown of Castile, than as colonies, 
in ;,the sense attached' to that word, since the sixteenth 
pentury^ by the commercial nations of Europe. 

The energetic remonstrances of Montesino, Cordona^ 
Las Casas^ and others, to the court of Spain, agamst the 
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•^rbitrarj measures of the conquer<»s and settlers, gav^ 
arise to the estdblishment of the council of the Indies, 
This council is empowered by trtulo 2*^ lib. 2** de la 
Recopilacion de Indias, to noake laws, pre^tnaiicat, or* 
denanzas, &c. &c. for the Indies, as being invested with 
•the supreme authority over thetn, and was at the same 
time commanded to watch over the execution of the law« 
enacted to favour the new subjects. These, with manjr 
regulations scarcely deserving the name of laws, because 
so perfectly frivolous, form the basis of the code named 
Recopilacion de IndiM^ 

^, The legislative power of the kingdom of the Indies 
rested then in the council of the ladies and the king ; and 
4he executive power in the viceroys and captains-gene- 

^ ral» The viceroys were invested besides with roycd 
p&wer ; that is to say, they wCTe authorised by a special 
commission to act with plenitude of power in extraordi* 
nary and delicate* emergencies. / 

The royal pleasure was expressed by cedtdc» reales^ 
&c. (principum plactta et rescripta,) which, though never 
united into a body of laws, and very frequently revoked^ 
formed the first legislative • code of Spanish America, 
After this ranked la Recopilacion de Indias^ thai of Can* 
iilla, and the Common law, or las eiete partidas, Titule 
1. libro 2. de la Recopilacion. , Where all these proved 
defective, which was often the case, reference was mad« 
to the opinion of law-practitioners. ' 

The system of finance was founded on the followin||; 
principles: 1st, That the king was proprietor of the 
land, li&. 4. tiL 12. de la Recopilacion. 2dly, The In- 
dians paid a contribution by a poll-tax or capitation, lib, 

' 6. tit 12. and lib, 6; tit. 15. ; and by the Mita in Pern, 
every Indian was obliged to v^ork in the mines for. eigh- 
teen months, not at one continued period, but at different 
times, making in the whole eighteen months, between the 



y Google 



13 

• 

ages of eighteen and filly. ddly» A tenUi part of the pro- 
duce 6f the Gultifated land was paid under the denomi- 
nation of tithes, which were levied lt>r the protection the 
king granted to churches, according to an agreement 
made with different popes ; see Httdo de Hezmos in the 
Rteopilacion, 4th, The indirect taxes were the custom- 
house duties ; the akabala, or duty paid on selling almost 
every article of commerce or provisions, and the fifth, 
^nto, of all gold and silver extracted from the mines not 
belonging to the king ; see the Hhdoi de la aicabah^ en- 
sayo del oro kc. in (he RecopikLci^n. There were articles y 
the sale of which was confined to the king's officers, as 
tobacco, and salt, and cards ; and the revenue arising 
from the postage of letters went likewise into the king's 
treasury, and, in many provinces, a duty was paid for 
the ri^t of keeping boats to cross the rivers, for keeping 
game-cocks, and for selling the beverages called puLche^ 
guarapOf kc. see tittdo de los Estancos in the Recopila" 
cum; instructions for the IrUendfintes^ &c. The collec- 
tion of these taxes was intrusted to different officers in 
the different departments of the administration, and the 
product of them was deposited in the general treasury ; 
from whence it was sent to Spain, or disposed of other- 
wise, according to the orders of the jutaas superiores de 
Hacienda^ which were assembled in the capitals, and 
were composed of the IrUendente^ who was the president, 
the regente of the Audiencia^ two cotaadores majores, the 
fiscctlf called de lo civile the official recd^ senior in office, 
and one escrtbano real. 

From the most exact calculations, it is supposed that 
the continental part of Spanish America contains thirteen 
millions of inhabitants ; Indians, Spaniards, Negroes, and 
their descendants, without including the nations oi' Indians 
still exihting independent of the Spanish goveinment, on ' 
the banks of the Meta, the costa of the Guagirus, on the 
2 
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banks of the Oroooco, Rio Negro, Pampas de Buenos 
Ajres, &c. Part of the population of Spanish America 
is employed in agriculture, especially in Venezuela, 
Goatemala, Guayaqudil, Chili, Carthagena, &c. ; many 
in the care of cattle, particularly in the provinces of Rio 
de la Plata, and part of Venezuela ; while the inhabit- 
ants of several provinces of Mexico, Peru, and New 
Grenada, are almost wholly employed in working the 
mines. 

Tbe Indians and Negroes have retained in a great 
measure their primitive customs ; the Creoles have re- 
ceived theirs from the Spaniards. .- The Catholic religion 
being that of Spanish America, the church government 
and ecclesiastical dignities are the same as in the mother 
country ; archbishops, bishops, &c. who were nominated 
by the king, in conformity with the privilege granted to 
him by Julius the Second, in the year 1508, which is 
called real paironato. See tit. 6. lib. 1. de la Recopila- 
rjon. The inquisition was also established in the new 
continent. 

Considerable ignorance, even of the most necessary 
arts of -life, reigned throughout these immense territories, 
with the exception of tbe capitals ; and in Mexico, Lima, 
and Santa F^ de Bogota, the studies of medicine and 
^ome branches of natural history are pursued with much 
success. Tbe Creoles applied themselves with much 
earnestness to theology and law, for in those pursuits 
^lone was honour to be obtained. They actually took 
the degree of doctor from the universities, of which there 
were nine in Spanish America. 

All access to the Spanish settlements was not merely 
closed to foreigners, but even the inhabitants of the dif< 
/erent provinces were prohibited from intercourse fvilh 
one another ; ley 8. tit. 18. lib. 4. Cedula of 1609 ; ley 
i69. and 6B. tit. 45^ lib. 9. Recopilacion de Indias, Com- 
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merce was exclusively carried on with Spain, and was 
almost entirely in the hands of the Spaniards. Ley 7. 
tit. 87. libro 9. de la RecopUacion, prohibits the inhabit- 
ants of Spanish America^ under penalty of death, to trade 
with foreigners on any pretext whatever. About the end 
of the last century, there were some few instances of 
special licenses having been obtained from the viceroys 
and captains-general to trade with the Antillas, in cases 
of very difficult communication with the mother country. 
In 1797 the court of Madrid was under the necessity of 
allowing some of the ports of Terra Firma to be open- 
ed for the advantage of commerce ; for, in consequence 
of the war, Spain found herself unable to supply her dis- 
tant colonies with thofie European articles they had long 
been accustomed to, and which bad consequently become 
to them necessaries. Urged by similar motives, Cisne- 
Tos, the viceroy of the provinces of Rio de la PUxta, in 
1809, opened the ports of Buenos Ayres, that a free trade 
might be carried on with the nations in alliance witli 
Spain. ^ 

The court of Madrid very long maintained its power 
in the new continent, though supported by but a small 
Dumber of Spanish troops, the Creoles being cordially at- 
tached to the mother country, and the Indians unable to 
free themselves : but about the middle of the last cen- 
tury there was, in Caraccas, a plan of conspiracy formed 
by a Canarian named Leon, wIm), trusting to the support 
of his partisans, whom he considered, numerous, intended 
to destroy the company of Chtipuscoa, to which the pri^ 
▼ilege had been granted of exclusively trading with Ve- 
nezuela. His des^ign was however discovered, he was 
condemned to death, bis house razed to the ground, and 
a column placed on the spot to perpetuate horror of his 
plan. 

An act of injustice to which Don J* Gl. Tupac-Amani 
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had be^n exposed by the Aadiencia of Liooa, and the io- 
suits be had received from a corregidor, added to a feel- 
ing of the abject state to which the Indian nations were* 
reduced by the oppressions o(Xhe RepartimientoSf and by 
the ne IV taxes imposed upon them, gave rise to the insur- 
rection which took place in Peru in 1780. By the sys- 
tem of the RepartimietUoSy the Indians were obliged to 
receive their necessary supplies of goods, hardware, and 
mules from the corregidores at the prices they fixed, and 
on the credit they thought proper to give. 

The exertions of several individuals who came forward 
in the general cause, at the instigation of Tupac* Amaru^ 
«oon spread a spirit of resistance for three hundred leagues 
through the interior of the country, where.the most bloody 
scenes soon were exhibited. It was at first little mo^6^ 
than a slight revolt of the native Indians against the op* 
Jplression of the corregidores and other agents of govern- 
ment. The contest lasted three years with varied success,^ 
and Tupac- Amaru bad been hailed Ynca of Perq. The 
Qonduct of Tupac-Amaru, however, did not conciliate the- 
minds of the people, and the efforts of the Indians became 
feeble, partly on account of the difficulty they found in 
being supplied with arms and ammunition. The combined 
attacks of the troops of Buenos Ayres and Lima, then gave 
confidence to the Spaniards, in whose favour the greatest 
part of the people declared, notwithstanding their earnest 
desire for a change 4n the administration. Tupac- Amaru, 
abd many of the principal leaders of the faction, were, 
put to death in a shocking manner. 

In 1781, in consequence of some reforms, and ad- 
ditional taxes imposed in New Grenada, by the Regente 
Pineres, the province of Socorro, one of the most popu- 
lous of that viceroyalty, openly declared against the late 
changes ; and having assembled near seventeen thousand 
men, they marched agaihst Santa Fe de Bogota, crying, 
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^ Long live the king, but death to our bad governora**^. 
The capita] was in a defenceless state, and they proceed- 
ed in triumph till they reached the plain called MortinOy 
about twelve leagues from Santa Fe, where they met the 
archbishop Gongora, dressed in his pontifical robes, hold- 
ing the host in his hands. At such an unexpected meet- 
ing the Socorrenos halted, impressed with awe and aston- 
ishment ; and the archbishop, availing himself of this hap-, 
py moment, proposed to their leader, Don Salvador Plata, 
to bold a conference. The result was, that they came to 
terms of accommodation, and the assembled multitude dis- 
persed. The Socorrenos afterwards complained that the 
articles of capitulation were never complied with. -"^ 

Some few Creoles and Spaniards, well acquainted with 
the principles laid down by the French politicians in the 
early period of the French Revolution, and even with 
those of the writers who had immediately preceded th^t 
period, formed a plan for revolution in Caraccas in 1797. 
They treated with contempt the Spanish government, 
their navy having received many severe blows ; and 
above all trusting to the protection of the English, in con- 
sequence of Mr. Pitt's weir-known plan of giving inde- 
pendence to Terra Firma. The conspiracy was disco- 
vered when on the eve of breaking out, and the ostensible 
leaders, Don M. Gual and Don J. M. Espana, made their 
escape to the neighbouring island. Don Espana relura- 
ed two years after to La Guayra, but being discovered, 
be was hanged. The following is Sir Thomas Picton's 
proclamation, which was circulated through the contigu-^ 
ous islands at that time :— ^" By virtue of an official pa- \f 
per, which I, the governor of this island of Trinidad, have / 
received from the right honourable Henry Dundas, minis- 
ter of bis Britannic Majesty for foreign afiairs^ dated, 7th 
April, 1797, which I here publish in obedience to orders^ 
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and for the use which jour Excellencies may draw from 
its publication, in order that you may communicate its 
tenor, which is literally as follows : — ' The object which 
at present I desire most particularly to recommend to 
your attention, is the means which might be best adapted 
ta liberate the people of the continent near to the island 
of Trinidad, from the oppressive and tyrannic system 
which supports, with so much rigour, the monopoly of 
commerce, under the title of exclusive registers, which 
their government licenses demand ; also to draw the 
greatest advantages possible, and which the local situa- 
tion of the island presents, by opening a direct and free 
communication with the other parts of the world, without 
prejudiice to the commerce of the British nation. In or- 
der to fulfil this intention with greater facility, it will be 
prudent for your Excellency to animate the inhabitants of 
Trinidad in keeping up the commanication which they 
had with those of Terra Firma, previous to the reduction 
of that island ; under the assurance, that they will find 
there an entrepot^ or general magazine of every sort of 
goods whatever. To this end, bis Britannic Majesty has 
determined in« council to grant freedom to the ports of 
Trinidad, with a direct trade to Great Britain.' 

*' With regard to the hopes you entertain of raising the 
spirits of those persons, with whom you are in correspond- 
ence, towards encouraging the inhabitants to resist the 
oppressive authority of ikeir government^ I Have little more^ 
to say, than that they may be certain that, whenever they 
are in that disposition, they may receive at your hands all 
the succours to be expected from his Britannic Majesty, be it, 
with forces, or with arms and ammunition to any extent ; 
with the assurance, that the views of his Britannic Majesty 
go no further than to secure to them their independence^ 
witliout pretending to any sovereignty over their country, n^r 
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^en to inteffert in the privileges of the pecKpUy nor in th€ir 
political^ ^ivU^or religious rigJUs,** 

''SS'jt J?7ot'!' \ ™OMAS PICTON, &c. &c. 

To assist the revolutionary party in Spanish America, 
the English cabinet paid the expedition of Miranda t» 
Venezuela in 1B06, and sent that of Wbitelocke to Bue* 
nos Ayres in 1807, both of which however failed. 

The different attacks made by the English and French 
on the coasts of Spanish America obliged the Spaniards 
to form a plan for raising an additional military force to 
assist the ar^ny already stationed in the port», in case of 
any renewed attack. The civil commotions above allu- 
ded to gave rise likewise to a desirable military system, 
for placing the capitals in a situation which might enable 
the chiefs both to give and receive support in case of any 
insurrection. But although the troops were chiefly con- 
centrated in the capitals, some were still kept in the pro- 
vinces to enforce allegiance in case of necessity. 

When we observe the attachment of the Spaniards to 
their country, the respect the Creoles entertained for 
Spain, the feeble minds of the Indians, and the state of po- 
litical insignificance in which the other races were kept, it 
is iioi wonderful that for three centuries they should have 
submitted to be governed by laws established in a coun- 
try more than two thousand leagues distant, without 
making any efibrt for independence. And when some 
enterprising characters endeavoured to excite revolt, the 
difficulties which attended their undertaking, and the fa- 
cility with which the Spanish government stifled then* 
plans for independence, may easily be accounted for, by 
the vigilance of the chiefs, as well as of the inquisition, 
and the apathy of the Creoles, the natural cousequenoe 
«f their education. 

I do not pretettd, however, tp assert that the inhajMt- 



y Google 



20 

«ots of Spanish America vrere satisfied with the court of 
Madrid ; on the contrary, I affirm that they were highly 
discontented. The following were grievances of which 
they^ complained ; 1st, The arbitrary power exercised 
by the viceroys and captains-generfil, who very often 
eluded the laws, and even the orders thoy received from 
the king J see ley 173. tiU 16. lib. 2. de la Recopilaewn, 
in which it complains that the ^kers setit by the king to 
Spanish America, 'Offere frequently impeached and deposed, 
which was never the case wiik those nominated by the vice' 
roys. 2d, That the audlencias were composed of Eu- 
ropeans, who in trials were sole judges, and who had the 
potfer of interpreting the laws in their very application. 
3d, That it was under the authority of the audiencias 
thatiClandestine decisions were often made, nocturnal arm- 
rests, banishment without previous trial, and numerous 
other hardships. 4th, That they were treated with dis- 
trust by the government,, notwithstanding the loyalty 
which they manifested in the war for succession to th« 
crown of Spain, in their resistance to the suggestions of 
the French and English to induce them to revolt, and, 
above all, in the' loyal blehaviour and uncommon courage 
which they displayed when Cavthagena and Buenos 
Ay res were attacked by the English. 5th, That they 
were obliged to bear insults from the meanest of the 
Spaniards, who, merely because of their European birth, 
considered themselves superior, and, as It were, mas- 
ters of the Spanish Americans. Among many other ex- 
amples of this, the report may be quoted, which was 
made to the king by his fiscal, on the petition of the city 
of^Merida de Maracaybo,. in Venezuela, to found a uni- . 
versity ; the opinion of the fiscal was, that ** the petition 
was to be refused/' <^ because it was uMuitable to pro- 
mote learning in Spanish America^ where the inhabitants 
9fppeared defined by naiure to work in. (he mines,^' Aiiei 
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a pretended solemn deliberation of the consulado or board 
of trade in Mexico, the members informed the cortes, that 
** the Indians were u race of monkeys, filled with vice and 
ignorance, automatons, unworthy of representing or being 
represented,*'' 6th, That, notwithstanding the original 
compact made betiveen the king, and the first settlers in 
Spanish America, ley 13. titulo 2. libro 3. de la Recopi- 
lacion, which stipulated, *' that in all cases of government, 
justice, administratkm of finances, commissions, &c. the 
first discoverers, then the pac\ficadors, and, lastly, the 
settlers, and those bom in the said provinces, were to be 
preferred in all appointments and public employments ;** 
the Creoles were gradually shut out from all participation 
in local commaBde and dignities : ibr, ffom4he pei4od of 
the first settlements, until the year 1810, out of one hun- 
dred and sixty -six viceroys, and five hundred and eighty- 
eight captains-general, governors, and presidents appoint- 
ed in Spanish America, only eighteen have been Creoles, 
and these few only in consequence of their having been 
educated in Spain ; when, at the same time, the Creoles 
were prohibited from visiting the mother country, with- 
out an express permission from the king, which could 
only be obtained with much difficulty. 7th, That the 
prosperity of Spanish America was viewed with such a 
jealous eye by the Spanish government, that no manufac- 
tories were permitted, though Spain could not furnish 
merchandise sufficient- for the consumption of her settle- 
ments ; and that even the plantations of the colonial pro- 
duce were restricted. As an example of sued restriction, 
although Spain paid considerable sums annually to Por- 
tugal, for tobacco supplied' from the Brazils, yet only a 
certain number of tobacco plants was allowed to be cul- 
tivated in South America, and that number was fixed by 
the king's officers ; and were a single plant found more 
than the number allowed to each cultivator, the whole 
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plantation was in danger of being rooted up. Anottierr 
example of this kind was, the prohibition of extracting 
oils, or of making wine or brandy, or of planting vines or 
almond trees in any province of Spanish America, ex- 
cepting Peru or Chili ; and that exception was in conse- 
quence of the length of the voyage from Spain for articled^ 
of so heavy a nature ; and even the wine, almonds, &c. 
produced in Chili and Peru, were not permitted to be 
sent to Mexico, New Grenada, oc Terra Firma ; titulo 18, 
libro 14. de la Recopiiacion : and to counterbalance tliese 
privileges enjoyed in Chili and Peru, to cultivate tobacco 
or the sugar-cane was forbidden in Chili. 8th, And in 
order to check the progress of population, and to keep 
distinct the dtfierent «1a6««8, there wera many laws tend* 
ing to put obstacles to marriage. Vide cedtUas sobre el 
di9en80y y varias leyes del Recopikicwn sobre lot matrinu^ 
mo». 

" Notwithstanding these complaints, Spanish America 
might have existed in its dependent state nf>auy genera- 
tions, I might say centuries. The court of Madrid knew 
perfectly well how to answer the petitions of its Ameri- 
can subjects without redressing their grievances ; how to 
keep them distaqt from public affairs ; how to grant or to^ 
refuse their demands, without impairing the general sys- 
tem of exclusion with regard to them adopted by Spain.' 
But Napoleon Bonaparte, who was, in fact, already mas- 
ter of the peninsula, and possessor of the wealth of Ame- 
rica, by the influence he had in the court of Madrid, hav- 
ing invaded the kingdom, and seized the royal family of 
Spain, looseped those bonds whicii united the new to the 
old world, and gave rise to a revolution which, from the 
wide extent of the country in vihwh it is seated, its cha- 
racter, and consequences, is unparalleled in the annals o£ 
history. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TAe confusion in the state of Spain produced by Bonaparte^ $ 
seizure of the King, and invasion^ leaves the Spanish 
Americans at a loss how to act. — Their loyal behaviour**^ 
The first attempts to establish juntas in America. 

IN the deserted state in which Spain considered her- 
self in consequence of the supposed arrangements made 
at Ba^'onne in 1B08, those provinces which were still un- 
occupied by the French, established for themaelves as- 
semblies under the denomination o( juntas, each assuming 
in its respective district the supreme authority. That of 
Seville, taking the appellation of junta suprema gubema' 
tiva de Espana e Indian, sent deputies into every pait of 
America, who, •the better to succeed in their mission^ 
falsely represented that the junta of Seville was acknow- 
Jedged and obeyed throughout Spain, and required in 
America a similar acknowledgment of its authority. At 
the same time the regency established by king Ferdinand 
at Madrid, before his departure ta meet Napoleon Bona- 
parte, endeavoured likewise to obtain the acknowledgment 
of its own superior power in America. Even the junta of 
Asturia& asserted superiority, and required the acknow- 
ledgment of this superiority, denying that of the junta of 
Seville. 

The moment for freedom seemed at length to present it- 
self to America, wearied and exhausted by three centuries 
of continued suffering. Spain invaded by a colossal pow- 
er — its fortresses in the hands of its enemies — ^all unity 
in the government broken — what a favourable era for the 
emancipation of the new world ! But the Americans were 
so sincerely attached to the mother country — the news 
fh>ro the old continent was given to them with such ialse 
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colouring— the struggle of tbe Spanish nation appeared se 
dignified, the situation of the royal family so lamentable 
and interesting, that, paralyzed by the surprise, and moved 
by compassion, they lost tbe happy moment for action. 
Had Spanish America at that period separated herself 
frdm the mother country, from whence would Spain have 
derived power to support such a long-continued war, 
which has in part contributed to tbe overthrow of Napo- 
leon Bonaparte ? 

Tbe behaviour of the Spanish governors of America, 
under these circumstances, forms a powerful contrast with 
that of the American subjects. With the exception of the 
viceroy of Mexico, all seemed willing to acknowledge, 
that allegiance which was to be transferred to Bonaparte, 
according to the order contained in the decree signed by 
the council of the indies. This commanded the acknow- 
ledgment of the cessions made at Bayomie, &c. and con- 
firmed the Spanish chiefs in their employments. The 
American subjects alone opposed the change ; they pub- 
licly burned the proclamations sent out by Bonaparte, 
and expelled his agents. The following letter accurately 
describes the feelings of the Americana in Venezuela on 
this occasion, and the manner in which those feelings were 
expressed. 

•« From Captain Beaver to Sir Alexander Coclurane : 

" La Otuiyray Jviy 1 9, 1 808. 

« Sir — Events of singular importance occurring at 
present in the province of Venezuela, 1 have thought it 
necessary to despatch to you, without loss of time, the 
late French corvette Le Serpent, in order that you might, 
as early as possible, be made acquainted with those events 
which have already occurred, as well as be able to form 
some opinion of those which will probably follow. 

<< The port of La Guayra I made in tbe morning of the 
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Idth, asd while standing in for the shore, with the cartel 
flag flying, i observed a brig under French colours just 

xoming to an anchor. She had arriiFed the preceding 
night from Cayenne, with despatches from Bajonne, and 
had anchored ^bout two miles from the town, to which 

,she was now removing.* i was never nearer than &ve 
miles to her, and could not have thrown a shot over her 
before she was close under the Spanish batteries, and 
therefore I attempted not to chase. 

**• Just before I set out for Caraccas, the captain of the 

-French brig returned exceedingly displeased, I jvas told, 

.kaving been publicly insulted in that city. 

<f About three o'clock I arrived at. Caraccas, and pr$* 
sented ycmr despatches to the captain-general, who re- 
ceived me very a>ldly, or rather uncivilly^ observing, that 

. Ihathojir was very inconveaient to him and to me ; and 
that, as 1 had not .dined, I had better go and get some dm- 
ner, and return to him in a couple of hours. 

'* On entering the city, I observed a great effervescence 
among tfie people, like something which either precedes 

, or follows a popular commotion ; and as I entered the 
large inn of the 4;ity, I was surrounded by inhabitants of 
almost all classes. " 

*^ Lhere learned that the French captain who had ar- 
nved yesterday had brought intelligence of every thing 
which had taken place in Spain in favour of France ; that 
he had announced the accession in the Spanish throne of 
Joseph Bonaparte, and had brought orders to the govern- 
ment fipom the French emperor. 
. f* The City was immediately in arms ; 10,000 of its in- 
hidutants surrounded the residence of die captain-general, 
.and demanded the proclamation of Ferdinand the Seventh 
as their king ; which he promised the next day. But this 
would not satisfy them : they proclaimed him that even- 
ing by berakisy in form, throughout the city, and placed 
S 
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l^rs portrait, lUaminat^d, in Ike galleiy of the tewo- 
bouse. 

" Tbe Freocb were first publicly insulted in Uie co&«» 
bou^e, from whence tbey were ubiiged to withdraw ; Mid 
the French captain left Caraccas privately, about eight 
o'clock that night, escorted by -a detacbraent of soldiem, 
and so saved his lifie ; for, about ten o'clodc his person was 
demanded of the governor by tbe populace, and when 
they learned that be was gone, three hundred men fc^^ 
lowed him, to put him to death. . ^ 

<* Thpugh coldly received by tbe governor, I was sur^ 
rounded by all tbe respectable inhabitants of the city, and 
bailed as their deliverer. The news which I gave them 
from Cadiz was devoured with avidity, and produced en- 
thusiastic shouts of gratitude to England. 

'* Returning to the governor about five o'clock; the first 
thing { demanded was the delivering to. me the Frendy 
corvette, or at least the permitting me to take possesnoa 
of her in tbe roads, in consequence of tbe circumstances 
under which jshe had entered. Both these be positively 
refbsed, as weU as to take possession of ber himself ; but, 
oh tbe contrary, he told me be bad given orders for her 
immediate sailing« I made him acquainted with the Or^ 
ders I had given for ber ^izure if she sailed, to which he 
assented ; and I at the saroe.time told bim^ that if she were 
not in tbe possession of tbe Spaniards at my return, I 
should take her myself. He replied, that be should send 
^"ders to the commandant oi La Guayra to fire upon me 
if I did ; to which I replied, that tbe consequence would 
fall upon him ; and i further told him, that I considered 
bis reception of me at Caraccas as that of an enemy rather 
than of a friend, while at the same time I had brought him 
information of hostiliti4^s having ceased between Great 
Britain and Spain; and that bis conduct towards the 
French vtras that of a friend, while he knew tbat l^ia was 
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at war with ]F*ranc€. He replied, iKdt SpaiD was not at 
war with France ; to which I again replied, what could 
\m consider as w;ar, if the H^apttvity of two of ber kings, 
and takii^ possession of Madrid, was not to be so consider- 
ed ? He obIj replied, that be knew nothing of it from the 
%iaDish government, and that what your despatches in- 
formed him of he did not consider official'* 

Some months after this wonderful attachment evinced for 
the mother country, a considerable number of the most 
respectable families of Cataccfis presented a petition to 
ibe captain-general Cataa for permission to elect a junta 
similar to those in Spain. This was in consequence of the 
interior commotions in the peninsula ; and thoi^gh the 
fundamentil prmc^>les on which the petition was found- 
ed were taken from the laws, the petitioners were arrest- 
ed* Among the subscribers to the petition were the Mar- 
quis del Toro, the Marquis de Casa-Leon, the Count del 
Tobar, the Count San-Xavier, and many others : though 
lurested, they were released after a confinement of a 
very few dstys. 

A French brig, bearing an envoy from Napoleon Bona- 
parte, reached the shores of Buenos Ayres, towards the 
end of July, 1808, and by him the viceroy Liniers was 
informed of the events which had taken place in the pe- 
ninsula. ](iiniersr assembled the cabildo and the audiencia 
io consult on the plan of conduct most adviseable for him 
to adc^t in such extraordinary circumstances ; and it was 
agreed that the viceroy should publicly make known what 
was passing in the mother country. Liniers therefore ad- 
dressed a proclamation to the people of Buenos Ayres, 
intisiating his intentions ; and this proclarmation is an in- 
stance of the impositions the governors of Spanish Ame- 
rica were accustonmd to titse, to mislead the inhabitants. 
In this curious document be mentioned, but obscurely, 
the changes which bad taken place in Spain ; and re- 
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minded the people of Buenos Ayres of the indifieretice 
they had shown in the war for succession to the crown of 
Spain ; he concluded by assuring them of the high esti^em 
the emperor Napoleon entertained for them in cobse- 
quence of their triumphs over the Englbh, and exhorted 
them, in the name of Bonaparte, to remain quiet. Doir 
Xavier EHo, then governor of Montevideo, having a per- 
sonal enmity to Liniers, availed himself of these transac- 
tions to accuse him of disloyalty, and by this means se- 
parated the country under his command from its allegiance 
to him, by forming a junta in imitation of those of SpainJ 
Don J. Gbyeneche arrived at this epocha at Montevideo, 
with despatches from the junta of Seville, and, having 
highly approved the conduct of Elto in forming a junta; 
said, that *' his mission had no other object than to jpitH 
mote the establishing similar assemblies to secure the trail* 
quillity of the country.** Goyeneche used very differ^ 
ent language at Buenos Ayres and Lima ; and his conduct^ 
when he conquered the troops which supported the junta 
of La Paz, proves evidently his principles in that respect. 
The news of the general insurrection in Spain reach* 
ed Mexico oh the 29th of July, 1808. The enthusiasm 
which it had produced was still in full force, when the 
arrival of two deputies from the junta of Seville was an- 
nounced, who were come to claim the sovereign command 
of Spanish America for that corporation. Such was the 
genera] disposition in favour of the peninsula, that it ap- 
pears probable that the Mexicans would have acceded 
to the demands of the junta, if, during the debates In a 
meeting of the civil and military officers which the vice- 
roy had convened, despatches had not arrived announcing 
the establishment of the junta of Asturias, and expressly 
warning the Mexicans against acknowledging the Anda- 
lUsian junta. It may easily be conceived how this de- 
clared riv^Iship must have affected the opinions which the 
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tioR. 

The following is an extract of Ihe remonstrance pre- 
sented by the municipalitj of Mexico, on the 5th of Au- 
gust, 1808, to viceroy Iturrigaraj, for the assembling of a 
junta of the tribunals and constituted authorities in the 
capital: 

^' Juntas of the government, and respectable bodies of 
the cities and kingdoms, are no more than in exact con- 
formity to the lawf^which ordains that all arduous cases 
shall be considered of in general assemblies. As in ex- 
isting circumstances, in consequence of the seizure of the 
king, the sovereignty is vested in the natioa in order that 
its interests may be consulted,^ the united authorities, to- 
gether with the municipalities, which are the heads of the 
people, do exactly the same as would the monarch him- 
self for the general welfare. 

** Mexico has in view the same principles that influen- 
ced Seville, Valencia, and the other, cities of Spain ; and 
she is empowered, in like manner as the above two faith- 
M capitals, to do what she conceives is adviseable in such 
urgent circumstances. 

'< These examples point out what ought to be done-*- 
to organize a governing junta, composed of the royal au- 
diencia, the archbishop, municipality, and deputies from 
the tribunals, ecclesiastical and secular bodies, the nobi^ 
.Jjty, and principal citizens, as well as the military. 
This junta shall deliberate on the mpst weighty subjects 
that concern us, which shall be determined conformably 
to our interests. 

'« The junta is necessary, for, although we are at pre- 
sent free from the urgent danger which threatened us on 
ttie side of France, we, nevertheless, ought not to neglect 
our pieans of defence, till we receive such positive ad- 
duces 'as may plaqie us perfectly at ease. It is, at tl|e 
3* 
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same time, necessary to satisfy the wishes of the people^. 
hy restoring to them those means they formerly bad of 
appeal to the council of the Indies, or to the person of 
the king; and, finally, many amendments ought to be 
made in the nomination to secular and ^cclestasticaldig- 
nities. These are the only means, in consequence of the 
absence of the monarch, by which the kingdom, beiiig 
thus united, may oFercome all its difficulties. 

<< This uliion of authorities is likewise necessary, as 
being the best means to produce unariin^ity in the minds 
of the people ; which will prevent th& fatal consequences 
wbich must arise throughout the country from disunion^ 
Every one will then be happy ; their patriotism and 
wishes will be united by love, enthusiasm, and a sense or 
the public good. 

«* The city, consequentiy, thinks that the time is kr- 
rived for adopting the same means as have been carried 
into effect in Spain. The junta which your excellency 
is to form, for the present, of the authorities and respect- 
able bodies above mentioned, when the representatives of 
the kingdom are assembled, ^ill carefully examine its 
interests, &c. 

** But the two fundamental points on wbicb the jimta^ 
is to act, ought not to be forgotten. The first is, that the 
authorities retain the full extent of their power^ in the 
kame manner as if the derangement which we deplore in^ 
the monarchy had not taken place— that isy that yoar 
excellency shall still hold the same power whiclL the laWs 
grant, and that the same be observied with reispect to the 
other tribunals.. The second is, that in order to fill tip 
the immense void which exists between the authority of 
your excellency and Xhe isovereigp,. the proposed jimta is 
to be bad recourse to.'*^ 

The viceroy appeared inclined ta the measure propi^*- 
sed^ add the old Spaniards^ were in consequent:e detbr- 
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mined to depose htm. He was old, and wanted vigour ; 
be had besides no fixed plan of acting ; he was afraid of 
exciting suspicions against his loyalty, and even proposed 
to resign his authority. This weakness was soon per- 
ceived by the Spaniards, and a conspiracy was formed 
gainst him. A merchant, a personal enemy to the 
viceroy, was placed at the iiead of the conspirators. The 
officers commanding the guard on the appointed day wele 
bribed ; and the merchant, followed by alt)out four hun- 
dred Spsiniards taken from the shops in Mexico, entered 
^'fte viceroy's palace at midnight ; they met with no re-*' . 
distance; they seized htm and his hdy, committed the 
latter to a nunnery, and the former to a prison of the ia^ 
quisition. - ^ 

The audiencia had secretly supported this measure,, 
and the imprisonment of the viceroy was announced to 
the public, with the circumstance of the audiencia having 
assiitmed the right to nominate a new viceroy. 

In order to concentrate their power, the Spanish pro* 
vincial juntas had agreed to send deputies to form a gene* 
ra} government, which should take the eoroiiiand of the 
nation ; and when the news of the Mexican transactions- 
reached the peninsula, this junta central, which was com- 
posed of the deputies already alluded to, was^ sitting 4it 
Seville. The joy of the junta central was unbounded, 
when intelligence arrived that the viceroy of Mexico wlis^ 
^ a prisoner in Spain, accused of treachery. It never oc- 
' curred to' tiiem to ei^mine the grounds of accusation ;, 
'iK)r did they once stop to reflect how greatly the ties of 
mtbordination must be relaxed, when a handful of persons, 
under no legitimate authority, could force the seat of go- 
vernment, and seize ^e chief magistrate with impunity* 

The law of Spain required the establishment of a le- 

gency instead of this junta central ; but its sway wais tc- 

"knowtedged, and^o^fficaciousLy supported by the- Spa- 
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wk Amerieans, that siore tbas mai^ty miliiofia ef dol^^{»' 
^d been sent to SpaiD from her Americaa settlemenls 
previous to the begiDtiiog of 1810. Nevertbeleas^ La 
PaZy which was the capital of ODe of the districts uoder 
the doininioDof the audiencia of Charcas, consideriog 
Spaio too feeble to free berscjlf fioiu the power of this 
French, wished to provide for its owd security y and ia 
the beginning of the jear 1809 formed a government for 
itself, composed of many respectable persons^ which was 
styled junta kUuUiva. The magistrates of Chuq,uisacatc 
capital of the audiencia of Charcas, did not oppose this 
motion ; but the viceroy of Buenos Ayres sent an armjr 
lor this purpose. At the same time general Goyeneche 
marched, by oj^er of the viceroy at Peru, wilh a nume* 
rotts body of troops agaiii»ft La Paz^; and ita army, com* 
manded by the generals Lanza, Castro, and Yranburu» 
^as beaten in the Alto de la Paz, and afterwards in that 
part of the country called Yrupana, about forty ]eagu^» 
distant from the city. The com^ror, Goyeneche, im- 
mediately proceeded to punish the patriots, numbers of 
whom wese executed. ti> the most shocking and ignomini- 
ous manner^' Qpito, one of the provinces of Santa Fd 4e 
Bogota, and capital of the audience which bears its name^ 
Vifluenced by similar motives as lua Paz, established lili:e- 
wise a separate government on the lOtb of August, 1809^ 
naming the Marquis Selva AUegre, president. Though 
the will- of the people seemed generally understood, this< 
occurrence induced the viceroy of New Grenada, Don A.* 
Amar, to convoke a junta of the principal persons of San- 
la Fd de Bogota, on the pretence of asking their advice. 
The junta assembled in the viceroy's palace on. the 7th 
ef September,. 1809 ; and the gener^ voice was in favour 
•f the junta of Q^ito ; they declared,, besides^ that a simi- 
lar corporation should be formed in Santa Fd, whidv 
while willing to recognise the junta central^. a;nd to act iib 
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tfie viceroyalty, sftduld tb^ p^ninsulii be finaify coniqiiei^ 
ed by the French. The viceroy, who in reality only de'- 
sired to ascertain who Were dieafiected to the present ad* 
ministration, dissolved the junta, appotdting it to meet on 
the eleventh of the same month ; ahd^ behig deaf, he requi* 
red that every member of the junta should bring his rote' 
in scriptis. The day appointed arrived, and the peopi*' 
of Santa F^ were much surprised to sec the military pre- 
parations of the viceroy ; the guards of the palate were 
doubled, and the barracks were in as great confusion zs 
it the enemy were at their very doors^. The junta tmet^ 
add, notwithstanding this military pomp, erei^y ofie pre*-* 
scented his own vote, and the written votes ^dded streng^ 
td the opinions expressed by the members in the first jun^ 
^. Many of the speeches in these assemblies were t^ 
df&rkable for the eiiiergj^ lind freedoth with which the]^ 
i^ere e^qpressed. The names of Camilo de Torres, Fnito 
Crutierrez, father Fadilfa, J. Gregorio Gutierrez Moreno, 
and others, were from this period celebrated for their pft^ 
triotism. The viceroy of Santa Fd de Bogotal hastened, 
however, to destroy the junta of Qjnito by force of arms ; 
dnd Abascal, the viceroy of Peru, did the same. The dt^^ 
fenders of the junta, after some skirmishes, yielded to su^^ 
periority offeree, and the government was dissolved ; but 
they previously received a promise from the Spanish 
president of Q,uito, conde Ruiz de Castilla, that the re- 
' membrance of past events should be totally obliterated. 
Regardless, however, of this promise, a great number of 
the patriots were arrested, and on the 2d of August in the< 
following year, under pretence of an alarm given by the 
soldiers, they were massacred in the prison ; and the 
troops of Lima, which were stationed in the city to pre- 
serve order, were allowed to pillage at pleasure. The 
number of persons litei^lly murdered in cold blood that 
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day afiMHmted to more than tfatee hundred. In 1616» tbie 
junta of Caraccas commemorated the (ate of these victims 
with funeral honours equally ,magni6cent and solemn. 

The news of these events soon reached the junta cen* 
tval ; they had been preceded by advices, of ttie ferment 
which was rapidly spreading through all the Spanish set^ 
tlements. The declarations which the Americans had 
joade oif attachment to the mother country were sincere* 
but the hopes of reform in their government, so often 
promised, had never been realized. They began, in con- 
sequence, to grow weary of their dependence, and their 
attachment to Spain grew fainter every day. What wiH 
liecome of us, ^diould Spain be conquered f was the uni<>; 
versal question. The discussion of that* subject led ta 
•thers of deeper importance ; and the junta central, d^* 
alrous of lulling them into a state of apathy, issued a^ 
pomppus declaration, in which *^ the colonies were de-*. 
dared equal to the mother Country." No reform was iq^ 
fact made in the government, notwithstanding the declarai^ 
lion of the junta, whose members still continued receivings 
suppires of money from Spanish America, and sending^ 
Spaniards to occupy every public employment. Sucb. 
was the attention paid to the interests of the new «ODti^ 
lent I 
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CHAPTER HI. 

THiB Hipersion of the central junta in Spatn^ and an Hit- 
gal election of a regency^ determine many of the Ameri- 
can provinces to govern themselves. — Thefortnation of 
distinct gooemments in America. 

TEN months had elapsed since the Americans had re- 
ceived intejligence of the victories of Bajlen, Valencia, 
Saragosa, he. ; and th^t the invader of their mother coun- 
try had been forced to collect his scattered forces bejohd 
the Ebro. They were daily expecting to hear that Spain 
bad regained her freedom by the valour of her arms, and 
tkat Ferdinand the Seventh was restored, when news ar- 
rived that Bonaparte was master of Madrid ; that the junta 
central had been driven to Andalusia ; that general San 
Juan was murdered by his troops on a suspicion ofdisaf-. 
' fection ; that many generais had acted a most treacherous 
part, among whom was Aforla ; and that there scarcely 
remained one in whom the people could venture to re- 
pose the slightest confidence. The disappointment of the 
South Americans could only be equalled by their former 
expectations, yet supplies were sent regularly^ to the pe- 
ninsula, and subscriptions were raised by every class of 
the people. Their opinion of the decision and courage 
of the Spanish people remained unshaken, and their mis* ' 
fortunes were attributed to treason. If, during this time« 
there were any disturbances or plans for reform in Ame- 
rica, tfaey are^ to be attributed to the misconduct of the 
Spanish chiefs, their illiberal views, and their mysterious 
proceedings, but not to any motives of radical disaffectica 
to the mother country. 

The inteHigence of the Austrian war inspired them^ 
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liowevcr, with the greatest bopes^ and the victoly of T»- 
lavera was eveiy where celebrated whb enthusiasm. This 
J07 did not last long* The news which followed was of 
a gloomy nature. The juntas of Seville and Valencia had 
protested against the central government. General de la 
Romana had published a manifesto, in which the power 
of the supreme government ^as declared illegial ; and, to 
complete their misfortunes, the Spanish armies bad been 
repeatedly beaten. 

Some time after, the French routed the whole Spanish 
army at Ocana, and there appeared nothing to impede 
their progress to Andalusia. The supposed fortified pas- 
. sages of Sierra Morena w^re found to be a mere decep- 
tion; and the French entered Seville without the loss of 
a single man. The members of the junta central, havii^ 
Incurred the hatred of the people, dispersed ; and the 
.popular fury pursued and insulted them in their flight 
Some of the members, though proclaimed as traitors, as- 
sembled in the isle of Leon, and, still trembling irom ap- 
prehension of that death with which they were threaten- 
ed, vested their power in a regency, consisting of five 
. pef^ns, whose authority could only extend to Cadiz and 
Galicia» 4he only parts of the kingdom of the peninsula 
. which remained under the dominion of the Spaniards. 

The members of the regency, conscious of the illegality 
of their election, and of th^ir small power, did not dare 
to make known even their existende to the Spanish Ame- 
' ricans till their appointment had been supported by a 
manifesto of the merchants of Cadjz^ where they soon af- 
ter fixed their vesidence. The regency then addressed 
the Americans in a proclamation, which, is one of the 
most interesting documents in the history of the revohi- 
' , tion of Spanish America ; for it frankly owns the despotic 
with which every Spanish ruler had until this period borpe 
his sway 4kver the Americans. The foUowing rem^kable 
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address Was m the proclamation : *' AmericaD8» ye htve 
been long weighed down by a yoke more oppressive to 
bear, because ye were distant from the centre of powet. 
We now place your future destiny in your own hands.— 
Te have hitherto been the football, as it were, of the 
viceroys, always subject to their ambition and caprice, 
while at the same time ye were a prey to their cupidity. 
From this^ime your fate shall not .depend on them." 

Intelligence of the diversion of the junta central reach- 
ed Caraccas in the year 1810, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by the proclamation of the fegency. In this criti- 
cal situation, tbcf inhabitants of CaraccaS| convinced that 
there were no remaining hopes of any terms of accommo- 
dation with the captain-general Emparan, who required a, 
blind submission to every species of government emana* 
ting from Spain — imagining that the peninsula would final- 
ly be possested by the French — aware that the intention 
of the Spanish chiefs, both in Spain and in Spanish Ame- 
rica, was, that America should share the fate of Spain^ — 
considering the regency as an illegal government, merely 
formed by a few members of the junta central, whose pow- 
er had been denied, they resolved to try to obtain -by force 
what reasonable representation bad failed toobtain for them. 
The greatest ardour for success was evinced. Stimulated by 
patriotic zeal, spurred on by the despotism of the Spanish 
chiefs, encouraged by the voice of the inhabitants, the 
Spanish governors were deposed, and the municipal body, 
in conjunction with many persons named by the voice of 
the people, assumed the reins of government, and the ap- 
pellation oijunia mprema. The acts of the junta were 
published in the n^me of king Ferdinand the Seventh. In 

* The regency of Cadiz, in an address to the S[)anish Ameri- 
cans, used these words : ** It is not sufficient for jou to be Spa- 
niards, unlesSf whatever be the event of fortune^ you also belong 
to Spain.^ 

4 
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iftany proclaoMtioiiSy though Widiout ftcknowledgiog the 
8uperiorit7 of the regency, all possible aid was oflRer ed for 
the continuance of the war against the French. 

The establishment of die junta of Buenos Ayres was 
effected with more tranquillity than that of Caraccas. 
The viceroy Cisneros^Jiaving informed the inhabitants of 
the tragical events of the peninsula, made known srt the 
sdme time the uncertainty he felt respecting the main- 
tenance x>f bis own authority^ and the cabildo, availing 
itself of this declaration, presented a petition to him, re- 
questing that he would assen^ble a congress, which might 
•decide what steps it was desfrable to take in such a junc- 
.ture* The viceroy granted the petition of the cabildo, 
And the congress assembled the 22d of May. It was there 
4]ectded that a junta should be formed^ which was done 
en the 25th of Uie same month. 

A European) keeping a shop in Santa F^ de Bogota, in- 
sulted a private individual who was passing by, including 
all his countrymen in his insults, and using the most op- 
probrious language. I'he quarrel raised a mob of Creoles 
and Spaniards, which was followed by a contest between 
ihem ; and the Creoles being triumphant ; this gave rise 
to the assembling a junta on the 20th of July. Intelli- 
gence of the dispersion of the junta central, and of a junta 
having been formed at Caraccas, had been previously re- 
ceived. 

The arbitrary measures of the captain-general Carras- 
co, irritated so much the people of Chili, that he was 
obliged to resign his office. A junta was also formed 
there on the 18th of September. 

The arrest of the viceroy Iturrigaray, in Mexico, on 
the 16th of September, 1808, by a party of Europeans, 
excited a strong rivalship between them and the South 
Americana. The death of several of the latter, and the 
arrests of others, accused of disaffection to the court, in- 
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<3dreased die indignation of the Mexicaito ; and the arrivH 
of the viceroy Venegas, bringing rewards and honours 
for the instigators of the European faction, as well as for 
others concerned in it,, produced an insurrection on thet 
16th of September^ 1810, in the town of Dolores near 
Guanaxuato. This insurrection soon extended through 
the whole country.^ 

* Vide the obserFations presented to the cortes bj the dlf|m- 
ties from Spanbb America, on the Ist of Augu8t| 18 11* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

War declared again$t the American governments hy the 
regency. — The cruelties af the Spaniards alienate com- 
pletely the minds of the Americans from the mother 
country. — Declaration of the junta of Caracccu. — Use- 
less attempts to ohtain redress of grievances made by 
American members of the cortes. — Joseph- Bonaparte, to 
forward his interests in old Spain^ sends emissaries t6 
America^ qff^ering independence. — England proposes' to 
mediate between Spain and her colonies, — Restoration of 
King Ferdinand does not bring peace, — General Mo- 
rillo sent from Spain against Venezuela, 

«« SCARCELY bad the council of regency," says the 
decree of the regency, when it declared Caraccas in a 
'state of blockade, '* received intelligence of the occur- 
rences at Caraccas, whose inhabitants, instigated no 
doubt by some intriguing and factious persons, were 
guilty of declaring themselves independent of the mother 
country^ and of forming a governing junta to exercise this 
supposed independent authority^ when it determined to 
take the most active and efficacious means to attack the evil 
in its origin, and prevent its progress. But, in order to 
proceed with mature deliberation, the regency consulted 
the council of Spain and the Indies, and has taken such 
measures as will answer the end proposed, particularly 
as neither the province of Maracaybo, nor the department 
of Coro, have taken part in the criminal proceedings ; 
but, on the contrary, have acknowledged the council of re* 
gency, and taken the most efficacious mecLsures to oppose the 
absurd idea of Caraccas declaring herself independent, 
without being possessed of the means of obtaining this ind^- 
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pmdence / the regedcy hereby decbres the pfoyinee oC 
Caraccas in a state of rigorous blockade,'' kc. " These 
resoliitiona do not extend to the above-mentioned divi- 
sions, which, having refused to follow the pernicious ex- 
ample of Caraccas, have manifested their constant fideli- 
ty by opposing the plan bf rebellion, which only origi- 
nated in the unlimited ambition of some persons, ai^d in 
the bliiid credulity of others, who suffered themselves to 
be^ hurried away by the ardent passions of their fellow 
countrymen. The .regency has taken the most secure 
measures to extirpate these evils, and to punish the au- 
thors of them with all the rigour which the rights of so- 
vereignty, authorize it to use, unless there be a previous 
and voluntary submission, in wJiich, case the regency 
grants them a general pardon. The regency commands^ 
that these resolutions be circulated through all the Spa- 
Dish dominions, that they may be canied into effect there 
as well as in foreign countries^ and that they may act 
conformably to the measures taken for the blockade oC 
the said doasts,'' &c. v 

When this decree was published, the 31st of Augusti^ 
1810, the council of the regency had been officially in- 
formed by the junta of Caraccaa, of the reasons which 
had weighed with the people of Venezuela to induce 
them to a^semble^ a junta, and which were nearly the 
same as those which required similar measures to be 
adopted in other parts of Spanish Ao^rica, where they 
refused to acknowledge the authority of the regency. 
These reasons are contained in the answer of the su- 
preme junta of Caraccas, tathe Marquis de las Herma- 
zas, minister in Spain, and which has been published in 
Walton's Expose to the Prince Regent of England.** 

* Vide the manifesto and prochonatibiis of the junta of Santa 
Vede Bogota^ the pioclamation of the junta of Buenoi Ayre«, 
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The ftDswer of the junta of Caraccas eicited great ia* 
dignation in the members of the regency and &e people 
of Cadiz^ vrbo expected notblog from tbe Spanish Anie«- 
ricans but a submissive conformity to their decrees ; and 
their disappointment reached tbe highest pitch, when 
they found that all Spanish America was actuated by the 
same spirit, though its different provinces were not act- 
ing in concert with each other. War seemed the pre- 
irailing wish of the merchants of Cadis, and of the cortes 
which had been assembled by the regency : from thence 
arose invectives and sarcasms, which were publislied in 
the Cadiz newspapers against tbe Spanish Aroericaos. 
The missions of Don N. Cortivarria to Puerto Rico, of 
Don N. Elio to Monte Video, of Don Benito Perez to 
Panama, and of Don N. Venegas to Mexico, were for the 
purpose of putting in motion every engine that coeld 
kindle civil war. Religious prejudices, fettering pro- 
mises, private animosities, and threats were employed 
for this purpose. With similar intentions troops were 
sent to Monte Video, Vera Cruz, Coro, Panama, and 
^Santa Marta, though at that time they were so important 
to the defence of their own country. Negotiations were 
carried on in the same spirit with the court of Brazil, re- 
specting the pretentions of the queen to be appointed 
fegent in the absence of king Ferdinand. Tbe cortes, 
which had received their authority from the regency, 
shared its animosity against the Americans ; and, al- 
though there were in the cortes some American members, 
chosen from the Americans, who iiappened to be at the 
lime in the Isle of Leon, they were scarcely allowed to 
speak of their country. '* If the Americans," said one of 

Carthagena, aod Quito; as well as the manifesto ofthe jonta of 
Bnltepec, in Mexico, and tbe letter of the junta of Caraccas te. 
the king of England. 



y Google 



4A 

the members of the cortes^ <' complain of having been ty- 
niDmzed over for three hundred years, they shall now ex- 
peneoce a similar treatment for three IhousslDd." ^' { 
am rejoiced," said'aaother, after the battle of Albufera^ 
*'at the advantage we have gained, because vre can now 
send troops to reduce Jhe insurgents." "J do not knoW 
to what class of beasts bel<H)g the Americans/' said an* 
other.* 

Under these unfavourable ausptoes began the war ia 
Spanish America ; and its long continuance, and the 
savage manner in whkh it is carried en, prove the irre* 
concilable animosity of the contending parties. The 
Spaniards are fighting to reconquer their once -possessed 
territories, the Spanish Americans to obtain independence. 
The first are cruel in the hour of triumph, and with ad- 
versity their enmity increases ; the latter are courageous 
in attack, and, when defeated, still ready to place confi- 
dence in their leaiders, and again to rally under th^ir ban>> 
ners. The first possess greater military skill, the latter 
superiority of number. Both have uniformly shown a 
firmness and decision in action suited to the high objects 
they have in view, and to the great obstacles they have 
to overcome. In these contests the blood of thousands 
has already inundated an extent of county of more than 
sixteen hundred leagues, which comprise the Spanish set- 
tlements in the new continent ; and, as if the mortality 
in the field of battle were not sufficient, numbers are 
daily murdered in cold blood. 

The Spanish chiefs and rulers gave the first example of 
violating capitulations, of shooting prisoners, and of re- 
fusing all ^means for accommodation, in that cruel war 
carried on in the new continent by the authority of the 
cortes of Spain, and by Ferdinand the Seventh, i may» 

* Vide tbt manifesto of Alvacez Toledo^ deputy at the cortel., 



y Google 



44 

indeed, defy (he old Spaniards of eilhtr world to find a* 
Excuse, or ef ea a paliiation, for their want of humanity, 
and breaches of faith, since the beginning of the revolu- 
tionv The following are instances : 

When ^idalgo approached the Mexican capital at the 
bead of 80,000 men, he sent his envoys to Venegas, with 
proposals of pe^ce, which the viceroj reftned to answer* 
The junta of Suhepec made similar proposals, in^ 1812, 
and the result was the same. General Miranda deliver-' 
ed up the fort of La Quay ra, the town of Ca^ccasi 
and the provinces of Cumana and Barcelona, to the 
Spanish /General Monteverde, by capitulation, who pro* 
mised to bury in oblivion every, thing militating against 
the Spanish government, and granting the liberty of emi- 
gration' from Vene2uela. Notwithstanding this treaty 
and solemn engagement, General Miranda was shortly 
after made a prisoner, thrown into a dungeon at Puerto 
CabellO) afterwards sent to Puerto Rico, and from thence 
to the prison of La Cartaca, in Cadiz, where he lately 
died. During a truce between the armies of Peru, com- 
manded by Greneral Goyenecbe, and that of Buenos 
Ayres, under the command of General Valcarce, an at- 
tack was made while the army of Buenos Ayres consi- 
dered itself seizure, confiding in the existing treaty. Bel- 
grano, general of the patriots, who, in 1812, had taken 
General Tristan prisoner, and the division he command- 
ed of the army of Peru, generously gave them liberty 
to return home, having received their pledged honoux 
that they would not fight against Buenos Ayres. They,, 
however^ violated this sacred* engagement a iew days 
after. General Bolivar, having. cepeatadiy defeated the 
loyalists, commanded by Monteverdi in Venezuela, ac^ 
gepted terms of capitulation, which were never ratified. 
General Truxillo, in a despatch to Venegas, boasts of his 
laving admitted a flag of tmce, be being himself at tha; 
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bead of his troops, drawn up in battle array. The bear^ 
ers of the flag of truce wore a banner of the Virgin Mary J 
this Truxillo asked for, and having obtained it, he gave 
orders for firing on these envoys. ** By this means," he 
said, "I free myself oT them and their proposals.'* 
General Calleja, informing the viceroy of Mexico, that id 
the battle of Aculco he had only one man killed and two - 
wounded, adds, that he put to the sivord five thousand 
Indians, and that the loss of the insurgents amounted to 
ten thonsand. General Calleja likewise entered Gua- 
naxuato with fire and sword, where he sacrificed 14,090 
old men, women, and children. These, abd- many more 
of, General Calleja*s achievements were well known in 
Spain, when the regency appointed him successor to the 
viceroy Venegas. The conduct of Monte verde i^s like- 
wise approved when he was appointed <:aptain-general of 
Venezuela, after breaking the terms of capitulation with 
Miranda ; and, what formed his excuse for this breach of 
faith was, that he was not empowered to capitulate With 
the insurgents. 

Acts of cruelty on the part of the Spanish chiefs, and 
of approbation in the regency and cortes, exasperated the 
newly-formed governments in Spanish America, and gave 
strength to their decisions. The revolutionary spirit 
was confined at first to very few persons ; it soon spread, 
however, through the whole continent. The conduct of 
the central junta, and of the cortes of Spain, extended 
the same spirit, by irritating the minds of the people, 
who were now resolved to avail themselves of existing 
circumstances, and declare themselves independent of the 
mother country. The following is the act of independ- 
ence, published by the congress of Venezuela. 

** In the name of the all powerful God : 

" We, thie representatives of the united provinces of 
Garaccas, Cumana, Barinas, Margarita, Barcelona, Me ri- 
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da, and Truxillo, forming the united confederation of Ve-^ 
nestuela in the southern continent, in congress assembled* 
considering the full and absolute possession of our rights^ 
which we received justly and legally the 19th of April, 
1810, in consequence of the occurrences at Bayonne, of the 
Spanish throne being possessed by a conqueror, and of a 
new goyemmmit having succeeded, constituted without 
our consent : We are desirous, before we make use of 
those rights, of which we have been deprived for more 
than three ages, but are now restored to us by the politic 
oal order of human events, to make known to the world 
those reasons which have emanated from these occurrences^ 
and which authorise us in the free use we are going ta 
make of our own sovereignty. 

«* Nevertheless, we do not wish to begin by alleging; 
the rights inherent in every conquered country to reco- 
ver its state of property and independence. We gene- 
rously forget the long series of ills, injuries, and privations 
which the sole right of conquest has indistinctly caused 
to all the descendants of the discoverers, conquerors^and' 
settlers of these countries. Plunged into a worse state by 
the very same cause that ough't to have favoured them, 
and drawing a veil over the three hundred years of Spa-. 
Dish dominion in America, we will now only present ta 
view those authenticated facts which ought to have wrest- 
ed from one world the right over the other, by the inver- 
sion, disorder, and conquest which have already dissolved 
the Spanish nation. 

^ This disorder has increased the evils in America, by 
rendering void its claims and remonstrances; enabling 
the governors of Spain to insult and oppress this part of 
the nation, by leaving it without the succour and guarantee 
of the laws. 

» *' It is contrary to order, impossible to the government 
of Spain, and fatal to the welfare of America, that the Ut- 
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ter, possessed of a range of country infinitely more exte&* 
sive, and a population more numerous than that of Spain, 
should be dependent on, and subject to a* small peninsula 
In the European continent. 

** The cessions and abdication at Bayonne, the revolu- 
tions of the Escuriai and Aranjuez, and the orders of the 
royal substitute, the duke of Berg being sent to America, 
suffice to give virtue to the rights which until then the 
Americans had sacrificed to the unity and integrity of the 
Spanish nation. 

" Venezuela was the first to acknowledge and gene* 
rously to preserve this integrity ; nor did she abandon the 
cause of -her fellow countrymen while they retained the . 
least hope of salvation. 

*' America was called into a new state of ezistencet 
since the period when she felt that she could and ought 
to take upon herself the charge of her own fate and pre-> 
servation, &c. 

«♦ The governments that arrogated to themselves the 
national representation took advantage of those disposi- 
tions which confidence, distance, oppression, and lgno« 
ranee created in the Americans against the new govern- 
ment which had entered Spain by means of force ; and, 
contrary to their own principles, they maintained among 
us the illusion in favour of Ferdinand, iii order to devour 
and harass tis with impunity ; they promised us liberty, 
equality, and fraternity, conveyed in pompous discourses 
and studied phrases^for the purpose of covering the snare 
laid by a cunning, useless, and degrading representation. 

** As soon as they were dissolved, and had substituted 
and destroyed among themselves the various forms of the 
government of Spain,— and as soon as the imperious law 
of necessity had dictated to Venezuela the urgency of 
preserving herself, in order to guard and maintain the 
rights of her kin^ and to offer an asylum to her Euro- 
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]>esn brethi^jefi against the evils that threatened them, — 
their former conduct was disowned, they varied their prin- 
ciples, and gave the appellations of insurrection, perfidy, 
and ingratitude to the same acts that bad served as models 
for the governments of Spain, because for them the gate 
was then closed to the advantageous administration oi 
public affairs, which thej intended to perpetuate among 
themselves under the name of an imaginary kingr 

** Notwithstanding our remonstrances, our moderation, 
generosity, and the inviolability of our principles, contra* 
ry to the wishes of the majority of our brethren in Eu- 
rope, we were declared in a state of rebellion ; we were 
blockaded ; war was declared against us ; agents were 
sent among us to excite us one against the other, endea^ 
vouring to destroy our credit among the nations in Europe, 
and imploring their assistance to oppress us. 

'* Without taking the least notice of our reasons, with- 
out offering them to the impartial judgment of the world, 
and without any other judges than our enemies, we are 
condemned to be debarred fj^m all intercourse with our 
mother country ; and, to add contempt to calumny, em- 
powered agents are named for us against our own express 
will, that in their cortes they may arbitrarily dispose of 
our interests under the influence and power of our ene- 
mies. 

*< In order to crush and suppress the effects of our lie- 
presentation when they were obliged to grant- it to us, we 
were degraded to a paltry and diminutive scale, and the 
form of election depended on the passive voice of the mu- 
nicipal bodies, whose importance was lessened by the des- 
{>otism of the governors. This was an insult to our confi- 
dence and frank mode of acting, rather than an acknow- 
ledgment of our incontestable political consequence. 

*« Always deaf to the cries of justice on our part, the 
governments of Spain havjp endeavoured to discredit all 
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•ur efforts, hy deehrmg as criinijia), and stamping wfA 
itt^my, and rewarding with the sca£fold and confiscatiotf, 
ererjr attempt which ^ Americans^ at different periods, 
haf^e made for the weliare of their country ; sodk was that 
which our own security lately dictated to us, dmt we migM 
not be driven into that state of confusion which we forcF- 
saw, and hurried to that horrid hie which we hope soon 
to atert for ever. By means of such atrocious poHcy, 
they have succeeded in making oOr Spatiish countrymen 
Insensible to our misfortunes ; iii arming them against us ; 
in erasing from their bosoms the sweet impre8sioi» of 
friendship, of consanguinity ; and converting into enemies 
members even of our own great family. 

*« When we, faithful to our promises, were sacrificing 
our security and civil dignity, not to abandon the rights 
which we generously preserved to Ferdinand of Bourbon, 
we have heard that, to the bonds of power which bound 
him to the emperor of the French, he has added ttie ties 
of blood and friendship ; in consequence of which, eveH 
the governments of Spain have already dibclared their re*- 
solution only to acknowledge him conditionally.''^ 

" In this sad alternative we have remained three years, 
in a sttfte of political indecision and ambiguity so fata! and 
dangerous, that this alone would authorize the resohition 
which the faith of our promises and the bdnds of fraternity 
had caused us to defer ; ttil necessity obf^ed us to go be- 
yond what we at first proposed, impelled by the hostile 
and unnatural conduct of the governments of Spain, which 
has freed us of our conditional oath ; by which circum- 
stance we are called to the august representation we now 
exercise, 

** But we, who glory in^ founding our proceedings on 

' * Ferdinand was at one tiine supposed to be married to a rela- 
tion of Bon^afte. » • 

5 
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bf Uer principles) and not wisUng to establish our felici* 
tf on the misibrttincs of our fellow beingSi consider aod 
declare as friends^ as companions of our fate, and par* 
ticipators of our happiness, 4lK»se Vho, united to us by the 
tes of blood, Janguage, and religion, have suffered the 
samp effWa under the old order of things ; provided thej 
acknowledge our absolute independence of them, and of 
way foreign pow-er whatever ; that they assist us to main- 
tain this independence with their lives, fortunes, and sen- 
timents ; declaring and acknowledging to us, as well as to 
•very other nation, that we are in war enemies, in peace 
iriends, brothers, and copatriots* 

'* In consequence of all these solid, public, and incon- 
testable reasons of policy, which so powerfully urge the 
necessity of recovering our natural dignity restored to us 
by the order of events, and in compliance with those un- 
|>r(Bscribed rights enjoyed by nations to destroy every 
compact, agreement, or association which does not an- 
swer the purposes for which governments were establish- 
ed, we believe that we cannot nor ought not to preserve 
the bonds which hitherto kept us united to the govern- 
ments of Spain ; and that, like all the other nations of the 
world, we are free, and authorized not to depend on any 
other authority than our own; and to take among the 
powers of th^^i^s^rth that place of equality which nature 
and the Supreme Being assign to us, and to which we are 
called by the succession of human events, urged on to our 
4>wn good and utility. 

*< We are aware of the difficulties that attend, and the 
Dbligatjons imposed upon us by the rank we are going to 
take in the political order of the world, as well as of 
the powerful influence of forms and customs to which, 
unfortunately, we have been long used ; we at the same 
time know, that the shameful submission to them, when 
we can throw them off, would be still more ignominious 
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ibr us, add fatal to our posterity, than our long and paii^ 
M slavery ; and, that it now becomes an indispensable 
dutj to provide for our own preservation, securit^r, and 
happiness, by essentially varying all the forms of out 
former constitution. 

** Considering, therefore, that by the reasons thus al- 
leged, we have satisfied the respect which we owe to the 
opinions of the human race, and the dignity of other nar- 
tions, into the number of which we now enter, and on 
whose communication and friendship we rely ; we, the 
representatives of the united provinces of Venezuelan, 
calling on the Supreme Being to witness the joslice of 
our proc^edmgs, and the rectitude of our intentions, do 
implore his divine and celestial help ; and ratifying, at 
the moment in which we are raised to the dignity whicl^ 
he restores to us, the desire we have of living and dyin|; 
free, and of believing and defending the holy catholic 
and apostolic religion of Jesus Christ, We, therefore, in 
the name and authority which we hold from the virtuous- 
people of Venezuela, declare solemnly to the world, that 
its united provinces are, and ought to be, from this day, 
by act and right, free, sovereign, and independent states ; 
and that they are absolved from every submission and 
dependence on the throne of Spain, or on those who 
do, or may call themselves its agents or representatives ; 
and, that a free aiid independent state, thus constituted, 
has full power to take that form of government which 
may be conformable to the general will of the people ; to 
declare war, make peace, form alliances, regulate trea- 
ties of commerce^ limits, and navigation, and to do and 
transact every act in like manner as other free and in« 
dependent states. And that this our solemn declaration 
may be held valid, firm, and durable, we hereby mutu- 
ally bind each province to the other, and pledge our 
lives, fortunes, and the sacred tie of our national honour* 
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Done in tiie federal pi^M>e of Caraecas. Signed by oar 
own bands, sealed with the great provisional seel of the 
confederation, and counteis^ned by the secretary of 
congress, this Sth day of July, 181 1, the first of our inde- 
pendence. 

" JUAN ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ DOMIN- 
GUEZ, President. 
LUIS IGNACIO MENDOZA, Vice-President. 
FRANCISCO ISNARDY, Secretary.'* 

Similar declarations were made in Mexico, and in Car- 
thagena, Socorro^ Tunja, Pamplona, Antioquia, and the 
Qthef>tP*ovinceS| which composed the confederation of 
New Grenada^ and, latterly, by the congress of Buenos 
Ayres. 

When the Spanish cortes percetred (he eod which the 
American subjects had in riew, aikl which was the oon« 
sequence of impolitic proceediiigs of the regency, they 
began to be alarmed ; and the few American members 
were allowed a hearing, fieibre this p^iod, the same 
Americans had presented to the cortes the plan of a de*^ 
cree, which offered some rediiess for the grievances Spa- 
nish America had experienced from the preceding go- 
vemmeots; but the cortes rejected the plan. These 
Americans again put in their claims on the I6th of No- 
tember and the 31st of December, 1810, and they were 
likewise rejected. However, in January, 1811, their 
daims, contained in eleven propositions, were discussed ; 
but in the following month of February, they were re- 
jected, or at least deferred to an indednite period. The 
eleven propositions alluded to, may give some idea of 
the redress that had been sought in vain by the Spanish 
settlements for three centuries. 

" 1st, in conformity to the decree of the central junta, 
dated the 15th of October, 1809, which declared the inha- 
bitants of Spanish America equal in rights to those of the 
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peoinsula, the national reprawi^tioD of erer^ part of 
Spanish America, the Spanish West-Indies, and tb« 
Philippine Islands, including every class of their inhabit- 
ants, shall be the same in form, manner, and without dis- 
tinction, as in the kingdom and islands of European 
Spain. 

" Sdlj, The free natives and inhabitants of Spanish 
America shall be allowed to plant and to cultivate what-' 
ever their climate will produce; with license to encou- 
rage industry, and to promote manufacture? and arts in 
their fuUest extent. 

** 3dl7, Spanish America shall enjoy the liberty of ex- 
porting her own natural and manufactured productions to 
the peninsula, as well as to the allies, and to neutral 
nations ; and of importing whatever she may want. All 
her ports are consequently to be opened." This and 
the preceding demand "wer^ agreed to, but the order to 
carry them into ezecutidn was never published. 

*' 4thly, There shall be a free trade between Spanish 
America and the Spanish settlements in Asia. Every 
thing militating against this freedom to be abolished. 

*' 5thly, Freedom of trade to be granted from all the 
ports in Spanish America and the Philippine Islands to 
other parts pf Asia. Any law existing contrary to sucli^ 
freedom to be annulled. 

** 6th]y, All estancos, or monopolies in favour of the 
public treasury, or of the king, shall be suppressed ; but 
the public treasury shall be indemnified for the loss of 
profit arising from such monopoly, by new duties on the 
same articles. 

** 7thly, The working the quicksilver mines shall be 
free in Spanish America, but the administration of the 
produce shall remain in charge of the officers of the 
xninery department, independent of the viceroys and 
cajptains-general, and officers of the real hacUnda.*^ This 
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IMS gcanted, aftd oedeiB irere published for canrylog it 
kto execution ia the provinoes undef the Spaniards. 

** StUj, All Spanish Amedcans shall be eligible equal* 
\j with Spaniards to all appointments of rank or emalu- 
m^it, whether at court or in any part of the nonarcbjry 
either in political^ military, or ecclesiastical depart- 
ments. 

** Sthly, Consulting the natural protection of «ach 
kingdom in Spanish America, half of the public appoint* 
ments shall be filled by Spanish subjects bom in America. 

<< lOthly, That the above stipulations may be punctu^ 
ally adhered to, a ccmsultive junta shall be formed in 
each capital, to the intent- that it may propose persons 
suited to fill each Tacancy. 

'' Hthly, Considering the great advantages resulting 
from the cultivation of science, and the benefits that may 
be derived from instructing the Indians, the order of the 
Jesuits to be re-established by the cortes." 

The conduct of the diffsrent governments maintaining 
the rights of Ferdinand the Seventh, opposing the free- 
dom of the Americans, and that of Joseph Bonaparte aid* 
ing it, make a singular contrast. The fate of the French 
commissioners who were sent to Spanish America to car- 
ry the acts of the cession of the crown of Spain in favour 
of Bonaparte, and of bis cession of the same crown in 
favour of his brother Joseph, gave early and convincing 
proofs to the Bonaparte family, that the Americans did 
not espouse their cause. Seeing, afterwards, that the 
sums of money the peninsula daily received from the 
nevF world, contributed so decidedly to protract the war 
fq Spain, the minister of the new king, in oider to de- 
prive the junta central of these resources, formed a plan 
to excite a revolt in Spanish America. The principles 
©f this pfemnay be known by the instructions given t^ 
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tbe chief ageot appointed by Joseph Bonaparte, at Baiti-« 
more, M. Desmohird. The Mowing is a copy of them :/' 

^ InBtmetioiM gif«Q by Joseph Napolefm, to the com- ^ 
raisfary or priocipal agent appointed by* hifo^-at Balti- 
more, M. Desmolard, and to the others Wr ho, furnished ^' 
«rltfa hia orders, have gone to Spanish ^B^nca for the 
purpose of exciting a revolution there \ ^ 

*^ The object which these agents are iS aim at for the < 
preseat, is only to declare to the Creoles of Spai^b Ao^ie- » 
rica, and to persuade them, that fats imperial and royal 
majesty has solely in view to give liberty to Spanish 
America, whose inhabitants have been enslaved for so ^ 
many years ^ and the only return expected for so great a 
boon, is the friendship of the natives, and commerce with 
the harbours of both Americas ; That, l^end^jp^paiHsh 
America free and independent of Europe, his said majes- 
ty offers all the necessary assistance of troops and warlike 
stores, he having agreed with the UnKt||]^tates of North 
America to accommodate him therewith. Every com* 
mtssary or agent in chief, being acquainted y^jfyi the^is- 
trict to which he is deputed, and also with the character 
of its inhabitants, will have no difficulty in selecting pro- 
per persons to give them the needful instructions for per- « * 
«uading the people, and pointing out to them the advan- 
tage they wHl' derive from throwing off thjir European 
yoke. He wHl make them observe 4i&t larg^ sums wiH 
remain and ctrcdate in the American provinces, by sus- 
pending the profuse remittances which are continually f^ 
making to Spain ; and that their commerce;^will be in- 
creased, and their ports be open to all/foreign nations. 
He will dwell on the advantage to be derived from the 
freedom of agriculture, and the culttvatlbflrof all those /^ 
articles at present prohibited by the ^fanish government ; 
for instance, that cf saffron, hemptlTaxfolives, vines, &c. ; 
the bcfnefit that will accrue to themr from the establidi" 

Digitized^'GoOQ^ 



56 

juent of manuiactures of every sort ; the great 8aiis&€(ion 
.and advantage of abolishkig the monopolies of tobacGP» 
gunpowder, stamps, &c. To obtain these points with 
some ease, in Consequence of the greater part of the peo- 
ple being uncivilized, the agents ought to be solicitous to 
render t*bemselYes acceptable to the governors) intendants, 
curates, and prelates. They will spare no expense, nor 
any other means of gaining their good will» espe- 
cially that of the ecclesiastics, on whom they are to . 
prevail, that they should urge and persuade penitents, 
when they come to confess, that they stapd in need of an 
independent government, that they must not lose so fa* 
vourable an opportunity as that which now presents it* 
self, and which the emperor Napoleon affords them, who, 
they are^to make the people believe, is sent by God to 
chastise the pride and tyranny of monarchs ; and that it 
is a mortal sin, admitting of qo pardon, to resist God's 
will. They wil^,•Jon every occasion, call to their minds 
the opposition they experience from the Europeans,. the 
vile mannc;^ in which they are treated by 4hem, and the 
contempt to which thej are exposed. They wiU also re- 
mind the Indians, circumstantially, of the cruelties of the 
Spaniards in conquest, and of their in&mous treatment of 
their legitimate sovereigns, in dethroning them, in taking 
away their lives, 6r enslaving them. They will describe 
the acts of injustice which they daily experience when 
applying for places, whiclL are bestowed by the viceroys 
and governors on worthless persons, to the exclusion of 
the meritorious. They will direct the people's attention 
to the superior ti^ents of the many neglected Creoles^ and 
people of merit; contrasted with the European public 
officers and 'ectlesiastics, which will make apparent the 
h^dships they suffer, and will enable them to draw a 
parallel between The talents and merits of the Creoles and. 
%099 Qt the European officers. They will nepresent to. 
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tbem the di&rence between the United Statei and Spa* 
nisb America, the comforts wbicfa those Americans enjojr, 
and their advancement in commerce, agriculture, and na* 
Tigation ; and the pleasure of living free from the £uro« 
pean yoke, and being left solely to their own patriotic 
and elective government. They will assure them, that 
America, once disengaged from Spain, will become the 
legislatrix of Europe. All agents, both principal and su- 
bordinate, are to specify the names of those who declare 
themselves friends and votaries of liberty ; and the su- 
baltern agents are io transmit the lists to the prioeipalsy 
who will make their reports to my envoy in the United 
States, for my information, and that f may duly reward 
every individual. My agents will refrain from declaim- 
ing agEunst the inquisition or the church, and, in theit 
conversations, rather insist upon the necessity of that 
holy tribunal, and oti the usefulness of the clergy. Upon 
the insurrectional standards or banners is to be inscribed, 
the motto, ^< Long live the catholic, apostolic, and Roman 
rei^on, and perish the bad government !** They will« 
besides, make the Indians observe bow happy they wiYl 
be when they become once more masters of their country, 
and fre^ from the tyrannical tribute which they pay to a 
foreign monarch ; and, lastly, they will tell the people 
that their said monarch does not so much as exist in his 
own government, but is in the power of the restorer of 
liberty, and the universal legislator, Napoleon. In short, 
these agents must, by all possible means, endeavour to 
show the people the utility which will arise to them from 
the government in question. The'revolution having been 
thus prepared, and all the principal members who are to 
take a share in it, in every city and province, having 
been gained over, it will be for the chief, as well as the 
subordinate agents, to accelerate the insurrection, in order 
that the revolt may take place at the different points 
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agreed upon, on the same day and at the same hour ; tins 
being a ?ery material point, which will greatlj fiatcititate 
the enterprise. The principal agents in every province 
of their department, and the snbaltems in the posts assign- 
ed them, will win over the domestics of governors, in- 
tendants, and other persons in power, and by means of- 
them thej will poison those of this class whom they con'* 
sider as hostile to the undertaking ; an operation which 
is to precede the revohition, in order to remove all obs^^ 
cles. The first thing to be considered will be, how to 
stop Uie remittances of treasure to the peninsula, which 
may easily be effected by having good agents at Vera 
Cruz, where all the vessels arriving from Europe will be 
received, and their officers and crews immediately con- 
fined in the fortresses, until every thing shall have sue* 
oeeded, and the revolution i>e in forwardness. The 
agents are further directied to instruct their sub-agents to 
transmit to them frequent accounts of the progress of the 
revolution ; and the chief agents will comanmicat^ with- 
my envoy in the United States ^ by the channels whr^ 
shall be pointed out to them. For this purpose it will be 
proper to keep prepared land-conveyances to those points 
of the coast which may be deemed suitable, and where 
there are always to be ready vessels for any emergency. 

^ " JOSEPH NAPOLEON, 

w To my envoy Desmolard.^' 

The agents sent by Joseph Bonaparte penetrated into, 
different parts of the new continent, and one of them was 
discovered and shot in the town of Jiabana. A copy of 
the above instructions was found in Caraccas, in the office 
of the secretary to the junta suprema, * and sent by the 
junta to the admiral of the Barbadoes station, as a caution 
against Napoleon's intrigues. 
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The bad reception the French agents met nith eon- 
vinced the English government that there neither was « 
party for Joseph Bonaparte, nor even a numerous one for 
independence in Spanish America. The English were 
solemnly pledged to assist the heroic e£forts of Spain in re- 
pelling the invasion of Napoleon Bpnaparte ; and in 6ght- 
ing for the cause of Spain, they were defending their own ; 
this naturally inclined them to exert their influence in (a- 
voyr of the Spanish governors when the troubles in South 
America began. Lord Liverpool, on the 29th of June, 
l>8iO, wrote to General Layard, governor of Curacoa, in 
the following terms : *' That his Britannic Majesty bad 
strong reasons for hoping that the inhabitants of Caraccas 
would acknowledge the authority of the regency of Spain." 

This letter was communicated to the government of 
Cadiz, and to that of Caraccas, and published in both 
places. Colonel Robertson, secretary to General Layard, 
arrived about that period at Caraccas, apparently with the 
design of prevailing with 'the government to realize the 
bopes of the British minister ; but Colonel Robertson, 
having observed the discontent which generally prevailed 
against tb^ government of Cadiz, did not venture to make 
known the object of his journey. 

The Eaglish government di4 not renounce its fdan o^ 
restoring union between Spain and the provinces then in 
a state of insurrection in Spanish America. In the month 
of April, 1811, the English offered their mediation, which 
the 'Cortes accepted on the 6th of June ; and these were 
the conditions proposed by them : 

«< l&t. The revolting provinces, las provincias disidif^ 
tei^ shall swear allegiance to the cortes and regency, and 
nominate their deputies to the corles. 

<< 2dly, Hostilities between the armies shaU be ma* 
pended, and all prisoners released 
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** 3dl7, That the cortes shall dulj attend to the com- 
pfatints of the Spanish Americans. 

** 4thl7, That the coinmissioners shall render an ac- 
count of the progress and effect of the mediation etg^ 
months from its commencement. 

'< 5tbly, While the mediation continues, ^e cortes are 
to allow a free trade between England and the febelliog 
provinces. 

<* ethlj, The mediation must be concluded in fifteen 
otonths. 

" 7thl)r, If the commissioners are not successful in pre- 
▼ailing with the Spanfeb Americans to accede to the terms 
proposed, the English goremment engages to assist Sptttn 
to subdue them by force. 

^ Sthlj, The Spanish government, for the support of 
its own honour, is openly to declare to the English minis- 
ter, those reasons which have induced the cortes to ac- 
cept of their mediation.'^ 

Notwithstanding the illiberal Conditions proposed by 
the cortes, on the 2d of October the same year, the Eng- 
lish government appointed commissioners, Messrs. Morier, 
Stuart, and Admiral Cockburn. But thinking, from the 
basis of the terms proposed by the cortes, that they were 
tiot likely to be productive of great consequences, they 
applied again to the cortes the following year, and pro- 
posed the following terms as better suited to attain the end 
proposed : 

^< 1st, That there should be a cessation of hostilities b^ 
tween Spain and Spanish America. 

*• 2dly,^An amnesty shall be granted, and perfect ob- 
livion of all acts, or even opinions that may have been ex- 
pressed, by the Spanish Aoiericans against the Spankirds 
or their government. 

** ddly. That the cortes shall confirm and enforce all 
Ihe rights of the Spanish Americans, and that they shall 
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be aUowed justly «ld liberally their rc^presentatifes in 
the cortes. 

** 4tbly, That Spanish America shoM be peh&itted 
pecfeii^ freedom for commerce, though some degree of 
preference maj be allowed to Spain. 

** 5thi|r, That the appointments of viceroys, govem- 
Qrs, ^. shall be given indiscriminately to Soath Ameri- 
cans and %aniards. 

*^ 6tbly, That^ the. interior government, and every 
branch of public administration, shall be intrusted to the 
cabildo, or ifiunictpalities, w^ shall act in conjunction 
with the chief of the provinces ; and that the members of 
the cabildo shall be either South Americans or Spaniards, . 
possessing property in the respective provinces. 

*' 7thiy, That Spanish America shall swear allegiance 
to Ferdinand the Seventh, as soon as she is put in poi- 
session of her rights, and has sent deputies to the cortes. 

<' 8thiy, That Spanish America shall acknowledge the 
sovereignty possessed by the cortes, as representing Fer- 
dinand thc^ Seventh. 

«< 9thly» That Spanish America shall pledge herself to 
maintain a mutual and friendly intercourse with the pe- 
ninsula. 

<' lOthly, That Spanish America shall oblige herself 
to co-operate with the cortes and the allies of Spain to 
preserve the peninsula from the power of France. 

<<llthly. That Spanish America shall pledge herself 
to send liberal succour to the peninsula for the continu- 
ance of the war,'* 

^be debates of the cortes, on the proposed mediation, 
lasted m^ny days, and were kept secret; after which, 
tbey rejected it, with the exception of forty -six votes ; 
viz. those of the Spanish American deputies, and six Eu- 
ropeans. The principal grounds on which the negative 
was carried were, that the people of Spanish America 
9 
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bad DOt oiktd the mediation of England, and that the 
English had sinister views in o£fering it. 

This was not the only disappointment the English go- 
Ternment suffered from the cortes in the a'fiairs which re- 
lated to the American settlements. The British minis- 
ter, resident at Cadiz, endeavoured to open a trade with 
Spanish America soon after the assembling of the cortes, 
but it was abruptly refused. The regency, however, 
pressed the subject again on the national legislature ; and 
it was taken into consideration, in sessions that were kept 
secret, about the middle of April, 18 J 1. No sooner was 
this known in Cadiz, than the public papers were filled 
^ith invectives against the demands of the cabinet of 6t. 
James. Among many other publications on that subject, 
•one is peculiarly remarkable— the manifesto of the consula- 
do or board of trade in Cadiz, onder the authority of the 
president, prior, consuls, deputies, and other members, 
convened on the 24th of July, 1811, for the purpose of 
discussing the question. This manifesto attempts to 
prove ** that a free trade with the American provinces 
^ould work a ruin greater than that whith Spain then 
experienced ; that those who were desirous of establish- 
ing it were impostors, and deserving of exemplary pun- 
ishment, and of perpetual banishment : That the fate of 
Spain,, and her political existence, depended on the solu- 
tion of this question : That the names of those who pro- 
"posed such a disastrous trade ought to be transmitted to 
|)osterity, that tliey might receive from later ages tbe in- 
dignation they justly merited : That the Americans had 
not required the estalilishment of Ihls free trade ; that 
they even detested it as prejudicial to their interest : 
That Spain would be ruined, made the tool of foreigners, 
and that, her merchants and manufacturers being destroy- 
«d; she would herself lose all freedom : That, in short. 
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ihis commerce would be subversire of religion, order, 
society, and morality." 

Though the deputies from Spanish America, and many 
of the Europeans, supported the proposal of this free 
trade as a measure of policy and necessity » the majority 
of the cortes seemed nevertheless to feel the weight of 
the reasons alleged by Ihe consulado de Cadiz, and re- 
jected formally, on the IStb of August, 1811, the free 
trade demanded by the English with Spanish America. 

While the mediation pioposed by the English govern- 
ment^ and the demands of the Spanish American deputies, 
had been unsuccessful with the cortes of Spain,, the arij^s 
of the revolutionary government had obtained important 
advantages in the new continent. They possessed that 
whole territory which comprised Buenos Ayres, Vene- 
zuela, and New Grenada, with the exception of a few 
fortified places and some provinces ; and the Mexican 
patriots obtained possessioa of many pIsKses in the inte- 
rior of Mexico, under Morelos, Rayon, Victoria, and 
others. Some plan for revolt had been discovered in the 
capital of Mexico, and eyea Lima bad beea threatened 
with insurrection. 

Such was the political situation of Spanish America 
when, in consequence of the unexpected destruction of the 
French army at Moscow, the united powers of the north 
invaded France by Switzerland, and the English and 
Spaniards by the Pyrenees. Bonaparte was attacked 
even by the king of Naples, his brother-in-law — forsaken 
by two of his marshals — abandoned by the nation, whose 
wishes he had not latterly consulted, and he lost the em- 
pire. In the perplexing situation in which he foimd him- 
self by this invasion of the allies, he had recourse to two 
distinguished prisoners then in his power, the king of 
Spain, and the head of the Catholic church. Thinking 
to take advantage of ibeir situation, he released themt 
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Ferdioand was restored to bis owd country, under aus- 
pices most favourable for confirming tbe good opinion bis 
subjects entertained of bis Tirtues. The sufferings of bis 
youtb bad eicited tbe sjmpatby of both Spaniards and 
Americans \ and the treacherous manner in irbicb be had 
been taken from bis kingdom inspired them with such inte- 
rest for him, that their attachment nearly bordered on ado- 
ration. Spain ruined by a desolating war which bad last- 
ed six 3rears — Spanish America destroyed by civil con- 
tests carried on with an extreme degree of animosity — 
what a happy opportunity for Ferdinand to have ^own 
bhnselfthe restorer of tranquillity, tbe mediator between 
bb contending aubjectSj the angel of peace ! 

The war In tbe peninsula seemed crowned witb a com- 
^ plete triumph by the restoration of the king ; that in Spa- 
nish America still continued ; but as tbe absence of Fer- 
dinand bad given rise to it, his return ought to have heal- 
ed dissention. And, in foct, the intelligence of tbe fall of 
Bonaparte, and of the restoration of the king of Spain, filled 
their minds with such astonishment, that a sort of stupor 
pervaded their armies, and their swords would quickly 
have been sheathed, had they been only encouraged to re- 
turn to peace. 

King Ferdinand, in bis decree of tbe 4th of June, 
1814, announced to tbe South Americans bis return to his 
country, and ordered that they should lay dawf^ their 
arms. Soon after an army was equipped in Cadiz, and 
Mwillo appointed its commander. Ten thousand men 
chosen from the best troops in Spain — an armament such 
as had never before been seen on the coast of Venezuela— ^ 
appeared before Carupano in tbe middle of April, 1815. 
Alarm was now spread among those who had been figbt* 
ing for the cause of independence. All hopes of recon- 
ciliation were abandoned, and a revolt in Spanish Ameri- 
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ea, against the authpritj of Ferdmand the Seventh, datet 
from this period. ««* 

'^ From Carupaao General Mortllo proceeded to Marga- 
rfta, from thence to Caraccas, and in the following August 
he besieged Carthagena. The dissentions between Bo- 
livar and CastUlo, both commanders of the South Ameri- 
can forces, had lessened the means of defence which 
Carthagena possessed, and even deprived it of supplies 
of provisions. The inhabitants, nevertheless, supported 
by near two thousand regular troops, prepared themselves 
for a vigorous resistance. The only attack upon ihe 
town, or rather upon Lapopa, which commands the town, 
was made the 11th of November, when the assailants 
were repulsed. Provisions, however, began to fail, and 
the vessels which approached the harbour were taken by 
the Spanish ships of war which blockaded the port. More 
than three thousand persons died actually of famine. To 
attempt a. longer resistance was vain. The 5th of De- 
cember, 1815, the governor and garrison of Carthagena 
evacuated the place, and the following morning the king's 
troops entered. 

In possession of Carthagena, General Morillo was ena- 
bled to conquer New Grenada, which his army did in thte 
following manner. Calzada, with part of Morillo's forces 
left at Caraccas, invaded the provinces of Pamplona and 
Tunja ; another division penetrated through the provinces 
of Antioquia and Popayan ; and the commander in chief 
went up the river Magdalena, nearly as far as Sanbarto- 
lom^. Part of his troops proceeded up the river as far 
as the town of Honda ; but Morillo took the road towards 
Ocana and Sangil, in the province of Socorro. The 
royal troops had many skirmishes with the independents, in 
which the advantage was always on the side of the king's 
forces. At last, the battle of Cachiri was fought, and io 

it fell the best of the troops and officers who had support* 
6* 
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•d tbe coi^is of New Grenada. In eonteqaence d 
this defeat tbe congress separated, and Ae few remainfng 
troops, having abandoned the scene of action, took fte 
road of Los Llanos, commanded by tbe generals Ctnkt 
and Ricaute. 

General Morillo entered Santa F^ de Bogota in the 
month of June, 1816, and remained there till Norember. 
More than six hundred persons, of those who had com* 
posed the congress and the provincial governments, as 
well as tbe chiefs of the independent army, were sboti 
hanged, or exiled ; . and the prisons remained full of othen 
who were jet waiting their fate. Among those execated 
were the botanists Don J. Caldas and Don J. Lofam), 
who had been ordered by the congress of NewGfcnada 
to publish the notks of Dr. Mutis ; Don. J. M. Cabal, a 
distinguished chjmist ; Don C. Torres, a man distin- 
guished for his learning; Don J. G. Qutienez Moreno, 
and Don M. R. Torices, both well known for having beea 
entirely devoted to the cause of their country ; Don An- 
tonio Maria Palacio-faxar, Don J, M. Gutlenet, Don Mi- 
guel Pombo, D. F. A. Ulloa, and many other learned and 
valuable characters. The wives of persons executed or 
exiled by Morillo were themselves exiled loo. 
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PART H. 

THB RETOLbtlON IN VENEZUELA AND NEW 
GRENADA. 



^ CHAPTER I. 

RevbhiiM 6f Venezuela. — EstMi$fme9U ofAe jmta m- 
prema. — Declaration of independence. ^-^onquest of 
^ cowUry, afier the earthquake, by Monteverde^ royaliit 
general.'^Ii again falls to ^e patriot Bolivar, front 
A'e» Grenada^ eighteen mondu after, — Battle of La' 
Puerta gives the royalists possession ofCaraccas in July, 
1814. — Bolivar lands wi^ an eocpediiionjrom St. Da- 
mtfigo in May, IS 16. ^^ubsequeiU events. 

The provtnces called Veneziuela, of which the citj of 
Caraccas m the capital, are the island of Margarita, Bari- 
nas, Guajana, Maracajbo, Cuoiana, and Caraccas. The 
last four proTinces are situated between the banks of the 
Oronoco and Cape Vela ; but that of Barinas occupies the 
inland part of Venezuela, bordering on Caraccas, Guaya* 
tbol, and Maracaybo, and likewise on Casanare, and Pam- 
plona, provinces of New Grenada, from which it is sepa- 
rated by die rivers^ Arauca and Tachira* In the town of 
Caraccas alone there were 46,000 inhabitants ; the whole 
population of Venezuela amounted, in 181 1, to more than 
800,000. 

The immicipalHj of Caimccas, in conjunction with the 
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deputies nominated by tbe people, assumed the reins of 
government on the 19th of April, 1810, taking the appel- 
lation of junta mpremn^ maintaimng the rights of Ferdi- 
nand the Seventh. Its first decrees contained orders to 
arrest the captain-genei^l, and the members of the audi- 
encia ; Which being done, they were sent to the United 
States of America. They decreed, likewise, that the al- 
cabala should be abolished, the tribute paid by the In- 
dians, and the stave trade ; that freedom of commerce, 
agriculture, &c. should be established ; and that these 
political changes should be published throughout the pro- 
vinces, and made known to tbe English government. In- 
telligence of the different decrees having extended through 
Venezuela, all, excepting Maracaybo, formed juntas in 
imitation of that at Caraccas. The junta of Guayana 
acknowledged the suprema junta of Caraccas, but some 
days, after renounced allegiance to it, and recognised tbe 
regency of Cadiz. This change was occasioned by the 
influence of the Spaniards who were members of the jun- 
ta, and whose number greatly exceeded that of tbe South 
Americans. The juntas of Barinas and Cumana sent 
their deputies to Caraccas. They did not acknowledge 
the junta suprema, but insisted on a general congress tie* 
ing assembled. Don Fernando Miyares, being governor 
of Maracaybo, opposed the inhovationa at Caraccas*. 
treating the deputies sent to him by the new government 
in a hostile manner.. These deputies were Don A. Mo- 
reno, D. JugOy and N. Texera ; they were arrested by 
Cevallos, the commandant of Coro, and thrown some time 
after into dungeons at Puerto Rico : after mqch suffering 
they were restored to liberty by the int|er<Siession pf Ad- 
miralJSir Alexander Coc^ape. .| 

The supreme junta of Caraccas informed the regency 
of Spain of the changes that had taken place at Venezue- 
la; openly declaring the reasons, that had induced thm 
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to establish a governownt which might protect their own 
rights, and those of the imprisotied monarch ; and cordi- 
ally offering everj assistaiice which Venezuela could com- 
mand, for the support of the war against the French. 

This conduct appeared only to irritate the regency^ 
who viewed in the h'gbt of rebellion the innovations at 
Caraccas ; and they declared all the ports attached to the 
new government in a state of blockade. Don N. Corta- 
varria was deputed to Puerto Rico, with the title of cor 
misionado regio^ invested with the absolute authority to 
reduce Venezuela to its former subjection. This repre- 
sentative of the regency first addressed himself to the in- 
habitants of Venezuela, exhorting them to dissolve the go- 
vernment, and promising that then the complaints of the 
people shmdd he redressed. In consequence of the an- 
swers given in the Caraccas newspapers to the proposals 
of Cortavarria, he had recourse to other methods : tpies 
and emissaries of every description wers sent to all parts 
of Venezuela, with the intent of eflfecting a counter revo- 
lution, f 

In the mean time the junta supreroa, foreseeing the 
consequences which might arise from the opposition 
shown by the governor of Maracaybo, who had now been 
i}ominated captain-general of Venezuela by the regency 
ofSpain, and who was united with the commandant of Cord, 
one of the departments of the province of Caraccas, sent 
troops to Carora, under the command of the marquis del 
Toro, to prevent any attack from the governor of Mara- 
caybo. The departments of Merida and Truxillo, which 
formed part of the province of Maracaybo, renounced 
their allegiance to the capital, demanding the protection 
of the junta of Barinas, and of the marquis del Toro.-— 
Don Diego del Toro, and Don Pedro Brizeno, were ap- 
pointed commSinders of the troops which were sent to pro» 
tect those departments. 
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Tbe marquis del Toro, willing to conform to the ia^ 
structions be bad received from tbe government, raised a 
corps of tbree thousand men, and opened a correspond- 
ence with Don Fernando Mijrares. This correspondence , 
tended to persuade tbe governor of tbe necessity of uniting 
bis province in the general cause of Venezuela. At length 
General del Toro, weary of this useless correspondence^ 
and having observed bow much tbe forces of Miy ares daily 
gained strength by the addition of the Spaniards who emi- , 
grated from the other provinces of Venezuela — tbe dis- 
position evinced in his favour by the town of Maracaybo, 
where many attempts at insurrection had been stifled — 
and, above all, anxious to prevent the arrival of droops 
from the peninsula — acquainted the junta of Caraccaa 
with the advantage he conceived would arise from attack- 
ing the department of Coro : this being subdued, Mara- 
caybo would join in the general cause. The event proved . 
that this attack ought to have been made immediately . 
after the establishment of the junta suprema, as indeed . 
bad been the opinion of Bon J. Cortes Madariaga, one of 
the members of the junta, and who had largely contribu- 
ted to its establishment. 

The government of Caraccas agreed with the plan of 
tbe marquis del Toro, who accordingly entered the terri- 
tory of Coro in November, 1810. All yielded totim at 
first, even the suburbs of the capital, where the enemy 
made the strongest resistance. An extent of more than 
forty leagues of wild and sandy country divides the tow^s 
of Coro and Carora, from whence the army of Venezuela 
bad marched. General Toro neglected to station hU 
ibrces so as to preserve intercourse with Carora, and in 
consequence communication was cut off. Provisions for 
the army failed, and the ships of war which had sailed 
from Puerto Cabello, to co-operate with tbe army by at- 
tacking La Vela de Coro^ having be«n prevented by the 
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weather from approaching the harhour, the marquis del 
Tore was under the necessity of making a retreat, which 
he effected with great difficulty, and only by force of arms. 
This expedition therefore failed ; but it served at least to 
prove, for the first time, that Caraccas could furnish an 
army that was neither deficient in disciplroe nor courage. 

General Miranda reached the shores of Caraccas in the 
end of 1810, notwithstanding the instructions given by 
the jubta suprema to their deputies, sent to London, to 
oppose the return of 4he general to his native country. 
This opposition had not been dictated by motives of dis- 
like to Miranda ; it was the consequence of that moderate 
plan of conduct vvhich the junta had adopted towards 
Spain. General Miranda's repeated attempts to free Ter- 
ra Firma from subjection to the Spaniards were well 
known, and his appearance in Caractas with the wish of 
the government, would have been in contradiction to the 
principles laid down by it. 

The meeting of the general congress was soon to take 
place. The election had been made in Venezuela accord- 
ing to the regulations of the supreme junta. These regu- 
lations prescribed the method which was to be pursued in 
ascertaining the population ; how the electoral colleges 
were to be formed ; and the number of deputies, which 
were to be elected according to the population ; one for 
every 20,000 persons. Near fifty deputies were in con- 
sequence nominated, who commenced their sessions on 
the 2d of March, 1811. 

Previous to this meeting, the junta liad named a com- 
mittee, consisting of Don F. X. Ustariz, Don Fermin 
Paul,, General Miranda, Don J. Roscio, and others, 
the object of which was to form a constitution. The 
plan of this constitution was to be in readiness to be sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the congress. The mem- 
bers of the committee met several times, with the excep- 
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tion of Miranda, and agreed in forming the plan of a pro* 
visional confederation ; a confederation, according to 
them, being the best sort of government for Venezuela. 
General Miranda was of a difii^rent opinion ; and be, ia 
consequence, sent to the committee a plan of that coosti* 
tution whic)) he had intended to present to Spanish Ame- 
rica, had be been successful in freeing Terra Firma, in 
1806. This plan had been formed for a more extensife 
tract of country than the limits of Venezuela, and it dif- 
fered very little from the Spanish colonial government. 

This circumstance made to Miranda many enemies. 
From the beginning, his influence in public afi&irs Was 
feared ; but the friends of independence had held his 
talents and virtues in the highest veneration, though many 
accused him of ambitious views, and cautioned their par- 
ty against being governed by his ideas. They could not 
understand that Venezuela might obtain independence 
without overturning every old institution, and resigning 
every former^ custom. The distrust thus raised, booq 
pervaded Venezuela and New Grenada ; and, notwith- 
standing Miranda's respectability, and that of his friends, 
these last w.^^e not able to obtain an election for him as 
member of the congress, excepting in the insignificant 
department of Araguita, in Barcelona. 

In the month of April, 1811^ the congress nominatjed 
three pei^s, who were to enforce the laws, upder the 
^appellation q{ executive power. Their power, however, 
was very limited, for, according to the opinion of the 
, congress, the greatest precaution was necessary to pre- 
vent the executive power from encroaching oh the rights 
of the pepple.. 

There w,as a considerable party in the congress desi- 
rous of a reunion with the mother country ; but thej 
dared not declare this desire, so earnest was the people 
of Caraccas fo; independence ; and that party in the con« 
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gress frbich ^pported die wishes of the people was moit 
ftumerous. in order to give strength to the pailisanv of 
the patriotic cause, Genera] Miranda proposed that a club 
should be established, where the citizens might meet to 
discuss questions concerning the general welfare, in a 
private manner. In this Miranda was seconded by 1^ 
lawyer of great learning, Don Francisco Espejo ; and 
the club was established under the denomination otsocie- 
dad pcUnotica, 

The anniversary of the revolution was on the 19tli 
April ; and the people of Caraccas prepared to evince 
the high estimation in which they held the blessings they 
thought they had obtained for themselves and for their, 
posterity on that memorable day. Rejoicings were uni- 
versal in the city. After service in the churches was 
performed, the inhabitants all appeared in the streets^ 
suitably and elegantly dressed, wearing in their hats 
coclcades of blue, red, and yellow ribands. Bands of 
music, followed by dancers, paraded the city, singing 
patriotic airs ; and the members of the sociedad patrtoH' 
ca marched in procession through many of the principal 
streets, bearing ensigns appropriate to this festival. The 
most respectable persons of Caraccas joined in the uni- 
versal rejoicings; and many parties of Indians from 
the environs, were seen on this occasion, playing and 
dancing, according io their custom, displaying more sim- 
plicity than grace. Joy was painted on every counte- 
nance, and the mutual congratulations were warmly €%• 
pressive of happiness. Night came on, and the scenf 
was varied : Caraccas was illuminated from one end cf 
the city to the other : the public buildings and mapy 
private houses displayed particular taste in the choice of. 
transparent emblems and inscriptions: bands of music 
continued filling the air with melodious sounds ; and flie 
joy of the inhabitants seemed to increase as the heat cf 
7 
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the day declined. Small theatres were erected in diflfer* 
ent parts of the town, which served the people as rest- 
ing places, and where they were amused with songs, 
farces, &c. The entertainments were prolonged till a 
▼ery late hour ; and when they ended, the minds of all 
were elated with the most pleasing enthusiasm. 
. The satisfaction of the people was, however, tran- 
sient : a kind of palsy appeared to pervade the govern^ 
lAent, which wanted energy to promote the prosperity of 
tlie country ; and the congress was doubtful as i^ the 
plan of policy it ought to follow. The Spaniards had 
already, on different occasions, endeavoured to over- 
throw the new government^ and this contented itself with 
merely banishing the disaffected, or with imprisoning 
those who appeared most dangerous among them. 

A most alarming conspiracy was on the eve of break* 
ing out in the month of June, 1811, when confidence in 
the energy of the government had diminished, and the 
enthusiasm of the people was declining. The partisans 
of independence seized this opportunity ; the meetings 
6t the ioeiedad patrioUca became more frequent; and tbe 
leading opinion was, ** that a declaration of complete in* 
dependence was the only measure that could save the 
country iDnom impending ruin." The people of C^rac* 
cas, composed chiefly of mulattoes, listened with interest 
to the arguments which pointed out to them the means of 
obtaining political consequence. At last, some membefs 
of the contgress made a motion for discussing the propo* 
sition of declaring Venezuela Independent of Spain, and, 
^fter many debi^tes, this was carried on the 6th of July, 
1811. 

The conspirators were now disconcerted, but the coor 
spiracy* was not destroyed, of which government receive 
ed secret intelligence, and, in consequence, the principal 
^rsona suspected were arrested. Yet, notwitbatanding 
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tins precaution, the remarader of the disaffected began to 
assemble in that part of tbe city called Los teques, on tbe 
IHb of July, at tbree o^clock, P. M. Tbeir plan was to 
begin by taking possession of (be principal barrack, into 
wbicb .tbey expected to obtain admission by one of tbe 
gates, wbicb a Spanisb sergeant in tbe service of the new- 
govermnent bad promised to keep open : they determin- 
ed, when in possession of that place, wbicb was at thc^ 
same time a repository for arms and ammunition, to attack 
tbe town, in which some hundreds of the conspirators 
were concealed, 4ind whose operations were to begin 
when the first firing of cannon at tbe barracks was beard. 
Those who possessed tbe executive power, as well as 
some of tbe membefs of the eongress, were to have been 
•xecuted on tbe «ame day, and the remaining members 
of tbe congress sent to Spain. 

The accustomed measures on such occasions were 
Mten, to overthrow tbe attempts of tbe disafiected ; but 
^lere were many Spaniards among the troops whose at- 
tachment to tbe new order of things could not be confided 
in. lo this dilemma it was thought expedient to dfscovei^ 
to some of tbe friends of tbe government, alt tbe extent 
of their peril ; and thus jfvere the people of Caraccas 
awakened to a sense of their danger on the above-men* 
tfohed day. As soon as the conspirators were seen 
uniting tn arms at Los-teques, the people opposed them, 
and after some resistance tbey were overcome and im^ 
prisoned. 

On tbe day preceding this event, tbe Spaniards resid- 
ing at Valencia, thirty-eight leagues from Caraccas, in tbe 
interior of the country, assembled in considerable num- 
bers, and got into tbe barracks of the town, which was 
garrisoned by but few troops. Tbe inhabitants were 
discontented with the congress, because it bad opposed 
their desire of separating from Caraccas, and of forming 
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^ new pfovince ; tbcjr, in conaequMice, joined Ibe con* 
$pira^ors. Troops weM immediate]/ embodied, and 
armed with gmis, which the Spaniards bad privately in* 
Irpduced into the town ; and Valencia prepared to repel 
the attacl^ of the government of Cacaccas. 

The situation of the government was now perplexing^ 
Ifanj of the conspirators bad been taken into custody, 
but tbejr refused to discover their accomplices, wbo,^ 
being verj numerous, they expected would have power 
to rescue them* To attack immediatelj the town of Va** 
lencia, wa$ the step best calculated to stop the evil ; but 
troops were requiied in Caraccas for its own protection^ 
7he government determined, therefore, to call the citi* 
zens to arms ; and sent General Toro against Valencia* 
Ten of the conspirators were in the mean lime tried and 
put to death ; and the beads of these unfortunate n^ 
were, placed on pdes at the entrance of the city, accord- 
ing to the sentence of the judges; who thus proved thai 
tbe e&cts of the political changes in Venezuela did net 
extend their influence to tbe abolition of those sbodus^ 
exhibitions of public vengeance* 

There ane near Valencia two bilk which command the 
road— £/ PtVo (U Mariara and Ei Morro de Valmctm 
The royalists fortified both ; and General Toro, in his 
way to Valencia, attacked El Tico de Mariara. Nd^ 
withstanding the opposition he met with, which was very 
great, the pass was forced, though with the loss of many 
more men to the patriots than could have been expected. 
The government, doubtful of tbe Marquis del Toro's mi- 
litary skill, appointed General Miranda his successor, who 
by this appointment regained a part of his lost influence. 
Miranda forced tbe pass of tbe Morro de Valencia, and 
stormed the town, which, after a slight resistance, yields 
ed; some of the royalbts still sheltering themselves in. 
that barrack called de los j>ardo8^ The independents 
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Were several times repulsed in attacking this barrack, add 
suffered great losses. When the Spaniards knewoftbe 
resistance they met with they began to fire oii the troops 
of Oaraccas tbrough the windows, from the towers of the 
cfatirches, from the monasteries, and from the tops of the 
bouses. Maliy officers, among whom was Brigadier del 
Toro^ had been seirerely wounded; and Ibe troops began 
fo feel dismay. A retreat was then sounded, and Miran- 
da retired to Mariara, four leagues from the town, on the 
road to Caraccas. 

The independents received a reinforcement, and in the 
fbtlowing August Valencia was again stormed and con- 
quered. Bfiraiida proposed then to invade the territory 
of Cero with four thousand men whom he then command- 
ed, and the government wiltmgly agreed to bis propo- 
sals ; but his enemies, whom his last triumphs had irritat- 
ed, tried every means to oppose his plan, in which they 
were seconded by the congress. 

The congress now turned its attention to that new con- 
Mitutton which was to ensure the liberty of Venezuela. 
The plan of this constitution had been formed by Don F. 
X. Ustariz. He, and many others of the greatest respect- 
ability, had iqtimated from the first their opinion, that in 
ease of a final separation from Spain, the best form of go- 
vernment to be established in Venezuela was a federal 
one, of which the United States of America gave an 
example. In order to disseminate this opinion, essays 
ivere inserted in the Caraccas Gaz,ette for many succes- 
sive months^, solely to prove the advantages resuRrog from 
this constitution of the North Americans. , These essaya 
fvere written by one Burke, an Irishman, well acquaint- 
ed with the principles of the English and American con«^ 
stitutions. Don F. X. Ustariz and Don J. Roscio carried 
0n a correspondence with many individuals of Santa F^ 
^Bogota, and of the interior of Venezuela) on t^e same^ 
7* 
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•iibjecty wbicb seemed to interest every one. Entbuaiasw 
ip favour of a federal coostitution extended eveo to New 
Qreaada ; and the hopes of attaining a degree of pro^pe* 
rity equal to that enjoyed by the Noilb Americans under 
Uie fbsjtering care of their government silenced every ar*' 
gument in favour of any other constitu(k>n, tbo^gfa one 
might have been formed better adapted to the custooie 
^d characters of the South Americans. 

AAer many months of continued debates^ the lepie* 
sentatives of Venezuela offered, for the approbation of 
tiie peo{^, ^B, Ae 23d of December, 18 11, the promised 
constitution. It formed a fdyme divided into nine ch8|>* 
ters. In the first, the Roman catholic reli^oB is propoeed 
as that of the state. In the second, it is proposed di)af 
the general coi^ess should be divided into two bouses—* 
that of the representatives and the senate ; to be jointly 
invested with the power of declaring war, making peace, 
raising armies, &c. ; the election of the representatives to 
be made by electoral colleges, and that of the senate by 
the provincial legislatures. The third chapter treats of 
the executive power, which was to be confided to three 
persons to be chosen by the electoral colleges ; and these 
persons, were to be'iovested with power to nominate ge- 
nerals for the armyi and to appoint officers to whom the 
administrati(ui and collection of the public revenue were 
ifq be iotrustedi ^. The fourth chapter describes a su« 
preiM court of justice, which was to decide on civil and 
criminal questions in matters concerning the federal com- 
pacts ; likewise the establishment of trial by jury, Ue^ 
The fifth jletermines the limits of the provincial aiith<Hrt* 
ties, the mutual guarantee of the provinces to each other { 
and that Gu^yana and Blantcaybo should be admitted into 
the federation as soon as they were free from Spaia^ 
The sixth 9nd seventh propose that the constitiitieA should 
he revised, and receive the MBctAon of the pec^ The 
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«tgbth ^kdares tbe sovereignty of the people* Ibe figfato 
<ii man in tocieiy ; that foreigtiers of atiy nation whatever 
tbottid be admkled into Venezudk, proTided they, wodd 
MBpect the national religion ; that the use of torture 
sfaoald be abolidied, kc. Tbe ninth and last, is derotod 
lo general subjects ; treats of promoting the cirllizatioH 
of the Indians, and of declaring the mulattoes and pardot 
•ligible tQ anj employment whatever in the state f like*- 
wise of oonfirming the abolition of the slave-trade, ai 
decreed by the supreme junta of Caraccas, on the 14th 
of July, 1810. 

In imitation of tbe United States of America, the con^ 
gress set apart a territory, in ivhich the authorities ofihe 
confederation were to reside : the town of Valencia was 
filed upeoy and the congress thexe held its sessions in 
the beginning of March, 1812. 

All prospered in Veoezueln at that time ; the govern** 
meat was respected ; the military force sufficient to sup»> 
port it; and the public mind was unanimous. Com* 
BMrce was in some degree flourishing, and Venezueh, 
wishing particularly to promote that with England, a re* 
ductfon «f four per cent, was made in the custom-houst 
duties in favour of English manufactures. Three thou- 
•and men, under the command of General Moreno, were 
on the banks of tbe Orenocco, ready to cross that river, 
•ml to attack the royalists in tbe •city of Guayana or An- 
gostura, whose inhabitants had, en many opcasiont, 
eimced their tiiclination in favoar of the new govera«> 
aaent, but were checked by the Spaniards from publicly 
^daring this indination. Colonel Xalon, with one bat* 
«aUon of ^ood troops, was stationed at Barquisimeto^ «up^ 
]posing te royalists of Coro might aAtoispt an attack on 
^t side. But, alas ! shoit in Ve o ci uc la wa» the posses^ 
MB of this prosperity i 

Oa 4fae SMi of lbnh» lillt, faetPMi firar 4ad &«, 
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R M. Venezuela was risftcd bjr one of those tremenilbinr 
earthquakes whkh ffoin time to time ruin whole pit>- 
▼inces. During a minute and fifteen seconds, the earth 
Was convulsed -in every direction, and nearly twenty 
thousand persons fell victims. The tdwns of Caraccas-, 
La GKjaypa, Mayquetia, Merrda^ and Sahfelipe, were 
totally destroyed. Barquisimeto, Valencia, La Vittoriav 
and others, suffered considerably. This eatastrof^ 
happened on Holy Thursday, a day when every CJbris- 
lian church peculiarly commemorates the stiffsrtngd of 
our blessed Redeemer, and at the very hour wh^ the 
people were crowding into the churches to attend the 
processions which are usual in Roman Catholic countries, 
and to see the representation of our Saviour led to the 
cross. Troops are placed on such occasions at the en* 
trance of the churches, to follow the procession ; and 
many churches, and the principal* barracks at Caraccas, 
being thrown down, there was a considerable number of 
soldiers killed, and many thousand persons crushed undet 
their ruins. The arms and ammunition destined for the 
defence of the country, were buried in a similar manner; 
and what was worse, an unconquerable enemy to the in- 
dependence of Venezuela seemed to raise its head from 
among the ruins^^-tbat religious pfejudiee which the 
earthquake inspired. 

In an era less remaijcabic, a mere convulsion of nature 
would have had no influence on a new government ; but^ 
notwithstanding the prosperity Venezuela then ^joyed^ 
the seeds of discontent had (alien on one class of the 
community. The prin)ll^es which formed the basis <^ 
the new constitution were democratical, and it had. been v 
necessary tadeprive the clergy of some of their privtl^es, 
which of coufse created enmity in their minds to the 
present government Immediately aAer the earthquake^ 
the priests pcodaiiMAtlMtt the,idmi^l|gr Gondemned the 
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verolutiooy and thej 4Mioiiiiced faii wtatti oa all w|p4ii» 
yomed it. Tbey constnied kHo a maaifestatioii of the 
di?ioe dispkasiim the occureeoce of the earthquake q« 
Holjr TbniBdi^, became the i»voluttoii bad commeooei 
on that featival ; although it was nU ^e auoif enary, for 
this feast is mo¥eable, aud is celebrated on a diffsreni 
da/ every year. They made the people fancy that heU 
was opening to swallow them. 

Such was the effiict at this time of reKgtous entbast« 
asm 1 Unprejudiced peitons were uodoMbtedly not of the 
number; but these were few» compared with the host 
they had to resist ; which» availing itself of the general 
omstemation, biassed the |>ublic opinion in &vour of the 
Spanish government. 

It happened besides, that die royalkts of Coro» wislw 
ing to divert the operations of the forces destined againal 
Gnayana» attscked the republican troc^ which defended 
the frontiers, and, having gained considerable advaatapt^ 
got^ ponession of Carora the day before the earthquake. 
The troops stationed at Barquisimeto were preparing te 
march WKler JLalou to attack th« loyalists at the hour the 
earthquake took place ; and the barracks being thrown 
down, ^e greater part of the sddiers were buried under 
the ruins, and their commander severely wounded. 

All these sources of public calamity were aggravated' 
by the deficit in the public treasury. The new govern* 
sent had raised an army, increased the number of pub- 
lic appointments, defrayed the expenses of two military 
expeditions, and esiabrished a manufactory of guns, a 
mint, iu:., when, at the same time, some of the channels' 
^.pn which the rei^ue of the state depended were cut 
off by the abolition of the alcabala, kc. The congresa 
had been in -consequence obliged to make one million of 
paper money, which was now in circulation, and whid) 
was regularjy received in payment, though with cousin 
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denUe diicradit, tinoe the earthquake. From (hat tnue 
confidence in the ftahititj of the government declmedf 
and to continue the papermoney in cunrencf, seteie pe- 
■altiet were enacted for refusing it in payment 

The congreaa was sensible that the danger required 
the strongest measures^ and resorted to those usually prac» 
.tised in critica] periods of republics, adding dictatorial to 
executive power ; and it adjourned its sessions, that its 
members might serve in the army or return to their 
homes, in order to give energy in the provinces to a dis* 
piritied people* The command of the army was giveti to 
General Miranda, who was empowered to act in M 
tiwigs as he judged best for the good of the country ; and 
he marched to meet the enemy at the head of 2,000 mefh 
armed with the few guns that had been rescued from the 
luins after the earthquake. 

^General Bfonleverde, who commanded the royalists^ 
proceeded from Carora to Barquisimeto, of which be took 
ipossession without any opposition ; and there his armj^ 
leceived considerable reinforcements, for the iahabitante 
were eager to enrol under his banners. Araure was the 
ftext place to be attacked in the way to Caraccas, and m 
that town there was a detachment stationed under Colo- 
»el F. Palacio<i8ojo ; but his troops having refused to fight-, 
the colonel was taken prisoner, and the place became an 
easy conquest. 

Near Araure begin those innnettse plains which form 
part of the province of Caraccas and that of Barinas, from 
whence the towns sifuate on the mountainous part of Ve- 
nezuela receijire supplies of cattle. Monteverde, conscious 
of the importance of possessing theq;^ sent troops to. in- 
vade Barinas, and with the principal strength of bis army 
attacked San Carlos, which was defended by M. Carrabano. 
San Carlos made a vigorous defence ; but the cavalry U 
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tbc u)depeiid#iK9 barSog passed orar to ^ ^nemy, vkto- 
ry uras decided in laTour of the toysMsU. 

It U necessary to know the cdnsidefable distances which 
separate the capitals of the provinces of Venezuela from 
each other^ the bad state, of the roads, and the scattered 
population, to form an idea of the difficultiea the govern- 
ment had to overcome to raise an army Suflicientlj nume- 
rous to Stay the progress of an enemy which was advancing 
rapidly, led on by religious enthusiasm, and encouraged 
by the confusion naturally resulting from the present con^ 
sternation. Could the army which was fighting against 
Guayana have been opposed to Manteverde, he must hav^ 
been compeJIeAi to rotreat ; but it was too distant to be 
employed against himt, and had besides participated in (he 
eflfects of that concatenation of events which was destined 
to overthrow the republic of Venezuela. 

The provinces of Barjnaa, Cumana, and Caraccas had 
sent the troops above mentioned against Guayana. The • 
naval force of the independents, which was to protect the 
crossing of the Qrenocco, auffered some loss in the engage- 
ment which took place on the 26tb of March ; but, not- 
withstanding this check, part of the troops passed over on 
the other side, and might have taken possession of Guay- 
ana, bad not intelligence received of the victories of Mon- 
teverde disph-ited them, occasioning at the same time de- 
sertion in the troops, and irresolution in their leaders. 

The republican troops evacuated Valencia, and Miran- 
da concentrated hia ibifces in the pass called La Cabrera, 
near tl^e lake Tacarigua, or Laguna de Valencia. La Ca- 
brera is a narrow pass through which is continued the 
bigb road/ After the loss of San Carlos and the evacua- 
tioD of Valencia, this was unquestionably the best spot to 
oppose and prevent an enemy from invading Caraccas oo 
the weatem side : but the inhabitants of that country de* 
daring^ for the royalists^ they discovered to Monteverde 
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io unktmni footpad* wliicb, tboogk wiHiMfeiAf , mu- 
bled bis troops to avoki the defile of La €abrera. Mtranda 
in conaeqaence retreated to La Vittoria, sixteen leagues 
irom Caraccas, between tbe banks of tbe riirer Aragna, 
and tbe valley watered by the river Tuy. Tbe rof alisty 
followed tbe rear of tbe independent army, wfatcb Ifaejr 
attacked most vigorously at tbe end of June, but wece 
lepuked witb considerable loss. 

Miranda's judicious conduct was beginning to restore 
order at Caraccas, and discipline in tbe army, wben tbe 
Spaniards wbo were prisoners in tbe castle at Puer^ Ca- 
bello, by tbe treachery of the officer on guard, took pos- 
session of this fort. Colonel Simon Bolivar, wbo was tbe 
commander of tbe town, judging it impossible to storm 
tbe fort without risking the destruction of the town, should 
be attempt to make « desperate attack, embarked ior La 
Gkiayra witb his officers. Tbe intelligence of tbe loss of 
Puerto Cabello reached the army on the dth of July, when 
they were celebrating tbe anniversary of the independ- 
ence of Venezuela, and greatly discouraged the people. 
Tbe enemy found in Puerto Cabello considerable quan^» 
ties of ammunition, of which they were tfi want; andth^' 
communication was now opened by sea with Coro and 
Puerto Ri(x>, irom whence the army received supplies, 
wbicb till then had been brought by land, for more than 
one hundred and fifty leagues. 

General Miranda perceived that desertion 4o tbe ene- 
asy bad begun to take place ; tbe country which funmlH 
ed Caraccas wiUi caHle was in tbe bands of the royalkts; 
tbe republkan troops were few compared with those of 
Monteveide, and besides were badly armed ; tbe ear^ 
quakes, which still continued at intervals, kept alive the 
sentiments of fear they had excited. The Spaniards at 
Caraccas and La Chiayra were so much dispoted to ft^ 
voit^ tbalU bai been neoeswy to put tfaem tinder unttt. 
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WhaA of -^ towhitbe catastropbe of the 46fii- of rMarcb 
hstd spared^ the enemy would hai« destroyed, had Ca- 
raccas beea taken byrstorro. Under these circutastances, 
Miranda^ with the approbation of the executive power« 
proposed « oapitulatlon ; the terms of capitnlation were 
i^f«ed tfpoD betw^n Monteverde and Don J. Sata-y-bn^ 
«y, and o^^rs appointed hy Mii^nda ; they were signed 
and ratified ; and the foliowing were the articles : 

*' <[st. That the constitution ofieied by the cortes to the 
Spanish nation was to be established in Caraccas. 
• ^ £dly. That no one was to su&r for former opinions. 

" 3dly. Thrat all private property was to he held «a- 
icred. 

•' 4thly.^ That emigration was to be permitted to those 
who wished to quit Venezuela." 

Caraccas fell in consequence into the power of the 
roy^list^ ; the republican army was disbanded ; and Mi- 
randa, with many others, proceeded to La Ouayra, in* 
tending there to embark for.Carthagena. Thowconduct 
oi* some of his countrymen towards Miranda was marked 
with ingratitude. Don M. Casas, military commandant 
bf'La Guayra, ordered him to be arrested, thinking, by 
adopting this measure, to get into favour with Monteverde. 
Cleneral Miranda, with nearly a thousand patriots, was 
thrown into dungeons at La Guftyra and at Puerto Cabel- 
lo. Many were sent to Puerto Rico, and Don J. Cortes 
fliadariaga, J. Roscio, J. Ayala, and J. Castillo, ^uth 
Americans, Ysnardf, Ruiz, Mires, and Barrosa, Spaniarda^ 
in the service of the republic, were likewise sent to Ca- 
diz. These patriots were condemned by the cortes to 
an imprisonment, without any limitation* of time, at Ceu- 
ta,^from whence the Sbuth Americans escaped to Crjbral- 
tar, in the beginning' of 1M4. Tiie governor of that 
place, however, delivered them to the Spaniards ; and it 
[ only in the middle qf last year that, from the gene* 
8 
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^Qus remonstraoces of the English gQTemmtnt to the 
court of Madrid, they obtained their release. The four 
Spaniards still drag on a wretched existence at Ceuta. 

In consequence of this capitulation, Cumana and Bar« 
celona acknowledged the authprity of Monteverde ; and 
as if nothing were to be wanting to his glory, the ezpe* 
dition against Guayana completely failed* Almost at the 
same period of time the royalists of Maracajbo invaded 
and took possession of the departments of Merida and 
Truxilio, after repeatedly defeating, in the valley of Cucur 
ta, the army which, under the command of Don J. A« 
Paredes, defended those territories. Thus the Spani^ 
government resumed its authority in Venezuela, failing, 
however, in the most dishonourable manner, in every ar- 
ticle of the treaty of capitulation, which had alone given 
to its forces the quiet possession of those territories at the 
end 9f August, 1812. 

Monteverde now possessed the power and the means of 
restoring peace, for the people anxiously desired rest 
after nearly two years of constant fatigue, to which they 
had been little accustomed. But, instead of benevolently 
availing himself of his power to restore peace, vengeance 
alone filled his mind. The Spaniards thought, by de* 
stroying the inhabitants of Venezuela, the first who had 
shaken off their yoke, to punish in them the insurrection 
of the whole southern continent. Every royalist became 
a public accuser, and the blackest crime of which a pet^ 
son could have been guilty was to h9ve belonged to the 
republican party.. Every prison was filled wi^ patriot^; 
many other buildings were converted into prisons ; and it 
issaiif, with some truth, ^at nearly the whole populatioo 
was under confinement. These severe measures were 
tolerated by the regency.of Spain, and Don Juan O'Doqo- 
ju, minister of war, complains in his report, made to the 
cortes on the 2d of October^ 1813» on the situatioivof 
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the Spanidh colonies, *< oi the indulgence that had bees 
^trn to the insurgents at Caraccas." 

This conduct of the royah'sts excited again the hatred 
of the inhabitants ; and the courage of the supporters ot 
independence was revived. Cumana v?as the province 
where the late unfortunate transactions had been least 
felt, and having in consequence most power, was the first 
that opposed the oppressbn of Montev^rde. Don N. Ma- 
rino, an active and courageous young man, rallied the 
discontented, and took the town of Maturin. He was 
there attacked by the Spaniards, who were repulsed.^ — 
Monteverde, commanding in person, made a second at* 
tack in the beginning of April, 181^, and was completely 
defeated. • 

Don Simon Bolivar, one of the most distinguished na« 
tives of Caraccas, had obtained from the congress of New 
Grenada near six hundred men ; with these he felt confix 
dent of being able to conquer the enemies of his country^ 
and crossing the Andes on that side on which are situate 
the provinces of Tunja and Pamplona, apptoached tfcie ri* 
Ter Tachira, which is the boundary of New Grenada. 

As Bo1iva)r is one of the most exalted characters which 
have distinguished the revolution, I am willing to intro^ 
duce him more particularly to the reader's acquaintance. 
Bolivar went to Spain in the early period of his youth, 
and obtained permission to travel in France and Italy. 
When the Involution of Caraccas commenced, he was 
commissioned, jointly with DonL. Lopez Mendez, by the 
supreme junta of Caraccas, to solicit the protection of the 
English for the new government Bolivar, not approving 
the plan of policy adopted by the congress of Venezuela* 
lived in retirement after bis return to Caraccas. The 
danger, however, that threatened his country after the 
earthquake, called him from his seclusion, and he W2» 
then appointed by Miranda commandant at Puerto Q8t« 
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l^ella ; which place was uafortunafely lost while Ofi4ef bid 
coiDDaand. The capitulation concluded by Miranda wafr 
not approved by Bolivar ; and a short time a^r the royal* 
ists had entered Caraccas, he obtained by speciat ^v^oor 
a passport from Monte verde, and embarked for Curaooa. 
From this island Bolivar sailed for CsHrthagena, where he 
was intrusted with the command of one division of thtf 
troops. Having freed the banks of the river Magdalen* 
from the power of tbe royalists, in 1812| he took the 
road to Ocana. At the same time he sent his second ia 
command. Colonel Rivas, to Tunja, where the oongresi 
of New Grenada held its sessions, to ask for reinforce- 
ments to enable him to penetrate into Venezuela, wluch 
Rivas obtained. • 

Bolivar's little army took the royalists by surprise at 
Cucuta, and dispersed them ; from thence Colonel Hwfi* 
las Briceno, with some officers, was sent by him to Gtta<« 
dualito. There Brioeno raised a squadron of cavahy^ 
and invaded the province of Barinas, while Bolivar poi* 
sessed the department of Merida, after having defeated 
the royalists at La Grita. Briceno, was at kst Conf*' 
pletely defeated by the Spaniards, and seven of hb offi- 
cers and himself taken prisoners ; he was soon after exe^ 
outed by order of Tiscar, the governor of Barina^, and 
eight of the most respectable persons in that town Welt 
shot, accused of having endeavoured to facilitate the en* 
terprise of Briceno. This conduct exasperated BoHvai', 
who till then bad treated with humanity the Spanish 
prisoners of war. Engaged at seeing men Who were 
fighting for their freedom treated like brute beasts, be re- 
solved to have recourse to retaliation, declaring that, in 
future, every prisoner that fell into his power should be 
given up to the resentment of the patriots. Tbe war 
from this period was styled thi xmt of eUath^^ guerra 
m- muerte. 
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BoliFar divided his. army, which was increastfig •rer^ 
day, into iwo corps, placing one uader the command of 
Colonel Rivas. Both corps were directed towards the 
province of Caraccas, passing through the department 6f 
TjMillo and the province of Barinas. The royalists 
were beaten at Niqurtao, Betijoqoe, Caraehe, Barquisi- 
meto, and Barinas, and lastly in Lostaguanes, where 
Moftteverde had assembled his best troops. Monte* 
Terde*s cavalry, having passed over to the independents, 
decided the battle ; be then withdrew with the remnant 
of his forced to Puerto Oabello. Bolivar was rapidly 
advancing to Caraccas, where the inhabitants awaitA 
bim as their deliverer, when Fierro^ the govemM* of tht 
city, appointed by Monteverde during bis absence, as- 
sembled a junta, composed of the audiencia, clergy, and 
the officers of the garrison ; and they agreed in sending 
commissioners with pvoposals o£ a capitulation to Boiivaf; 
The commissioners found the general at La TSttoria, and 
although he was siSre of entering Caraccas, which was 
badly garrisoned, he accepted the proposed treaty. Afiter 
the capitulation, he promised that no person should suffief 
for former attadiment to the Spanish government, and 
that it shotdd be allowed to any person to emigrate iroa 
Venezuela, and to withdraw bis property. 

But the governor of Caraccas, without waiting for the 
i:atification of the treaty, embarked at La Guayra, carry* 
ing off all the treasure, public and private, that he could 
collect, and leaving at the mercy of the conqueror near 
fifteen hundred Sj^ards, who had not the possibility of 
emigrating. TbeVrtides of the treaty were neverthe* 
less sent to the Captain rgeneral Montevesde, at Puerto 
Cabello, who refused to accede to them, ** because k 
was derogatory to the dignity of the Spanish nation tai 
treat with insurgents *' 

Bolivar made his public entry inUr the city of Gtaio* 
8« 
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i9fts^4btt 4th of AvgdBtf 1813^ afwd ab ItegM^e «aD 
describe tbt afectibg meetiog of BoliTar's troope and the 
inhabtlaiits of CftraocM : the uneicpected reoeolmt^Hr of 
^rieods who had long been parted, aad Miffering in the 
fame cause, tan only give an idea of the tziiltadio» atid 
l^ptiire of their eAsbraees. The dvageons of La Gvajraa 
wete throfm open, and tfatite wIk) had survived a jrearVi 
eonfiaemeBt were restored to their ^euiltrjr and friendi ; 
while tiie people, dated and sheutii^ i^ith joj, I4ea9ed 
their deKvereri at the sight of e^etj iodividaal who 
rushed from the pi^ns* Motwithslabding this state of 
fojpulMr iermettt, none of th6 Spaimurds were iHsidled^ 
« univenal feelii^ of gratitude iuid eatisftctioa filled thfe 
Blind of every indtviduah 

The pravinces which formed the lepubllc of Ven^lweb 
were again in the power of the patriots ; tbe eastern pait 
having obtained ite fmedofen ky Marino^ attd GeflAial 
JMivar having secured tbe deliverance of the othen. 
The to#B and knt of Pu^o Cabello alone were in tbe 
pesAessiod of Monteverde, at the end of August, iai3. 
One of Bolivar's first acts Was to send a flag of truce to 
M onteverde, ofifeiiag to give up all the Etmjpeaa Spa- 
fitatds m eKehaAge for tbe Cl^eole prisoners at Puerto 
Cabello, who were not so irameroos as the Spaoianb* 
Votwithstanding this diaproportioB^ Mooteverde <^ti- 
«atefy persisted in refusing to inek with Bolivar* 

While his determination, howeveri on this subject was 
pendli^, Monteverde received fhois Spain about twelve 
4iundred Spanish tioops^ and, thinluM; his forces sufi- 
^iently strong to act offensivelj, attsJRd the repabik«m 
<Vi Agua^ea ieote, but was oesBEpietely defoated ; neaeljr 
all the SpftniariB weie killed or taken pHsoners, and 
Mdnteverde himself was sevevelj womidecU Tlia leoi- 
nant of his troops returned to Puerto <]!sMlo, SslOBieft 
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btvidg takei^ t^ coomftod of tbeia kk coQseq«€iice of 
IfoBteverde being wounded. 

Bolivar made the same generous offer to Salotnoo, 
which lie had before dofie to Monteverde, of an exchaoge 
>of priaooefs. But Salomon, not contented with merely 
feUowii^ th^ example of bis predecessor Jn refusing tbe 
exobange, eeized even the one charged by Bolivar with 
the ii^ of truce, loaded him with fetters, and imprison- 
ed btm in 4be fortvest of Puerto Cabello« This unforti- 
4Mte man was a priest, Don Salvador Garcia, remarkably 
4br the wbamtjr of his manners, and the purity of his 
fioadu^. Istueta, the successor of Salomon, went stUI 
toUier : to prevent tbe besiegers from firing on bis lint, 
be placed the South American prisoners exposed to their 
-batteries^ and, in the night, thejr were thrown into pon- 
toons, where iiearl|r 6£iy sit one time died hy so^catioft. 
The besiegers, wishing to retaliate, exposed the Spa- 
nish priseoers before their line of battle. The Spaniards 
then Conducted four American prisoners in float of the 
encampment of tbe patriots, and there publicly shot 
^iem« The names of these distinguished patriots wens 
Pellin, Osmrio, Pointet, and the generous Manuel Pulido, 
.m the highest degree worthy the respect and esteem of 
all his countrymen. This necessarily closed all further 
iBommumGatioa betweei^ the coateactifig parties."^ . 

Bokvar ^contiaued the siege of Puerto Cabello by seii 
and land* giving Uie command of tbe besiegers to the 
young d'£luyar. The greater part of the town soon i#H 
jAto tbe possession of the indepeodents, md the fortress 
:ieRsainied the only refuge of tbe Spaniards. The garriscn 
sras small, it wanted |i«o««ons,>SAd from the damp soiU 
the tseldiets heitaiae diopstnal ; but still tiiey would not 

♦ l^de GenMl Bisli«furUle«t«r to Qeonrd Ho4g8i»f .goMBor 
ef Ciaraeoi^dPttbliibeditt Waltoo^t £i|kiv^. 
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Ksten to terms of capitulation. PerseTcratice is undonbl'* 
cdly oue of the strong characteristics of the Spanish nation* 
The Spaniard, though bom and nurtured in a mild cli- 
mate, still possesses an unbending haughtiness ei spirit. 
He is slow in action, tnit firmness overcomes bis indo* 
lence ; and though he may sometimes yield to persot- 
sion, seldom is he overcome by force. It is of little -cod<* 
, sequence that the Spaniards are heartily detested ia 
America; that. their navy and finances are in a state of 
ruin ; that they only rule over the country they ac- 
tually occupy ; they have sworn again to subdue this ex- 
tensive continent ; and though they may never succeed, 
with difficulty will the Spanisb government acknowledge 
the independence of the settlements they once possessed* 
Even long hence, though the Americans may have efiec* 
tually shaken off their yoke, it appears probable thtft 
Iber Spanish nation will still be sending ezpeditioDS, wtA . 
the hope of again bringing them into subjection. 

Puerto Cabello, though closely besieged, still held out 
The situation of this fortress is so advantageous, the am« 
munition was so abundant, and the royalists .were so firm 
in resistance, that the loss of men, to take it by storm, 
would have been incalculablei^ which Bolivar would oe* 
Ter consent to. 

The royalists of Coro having been reinforced with 
some troops from Puerto Rico, sallied* out of the town 
under the command of Ceballos, and, penetrating into 
the territory of Caraccas, engaged and defeated a body 
of republicans at Barquisimeto, on the lOtb of November- 
Bolivar came into the field W\tk confidence, and routed 
the royalists in Vigirima, Barbula, and Araure, en tli» 
'6th of December. The i>attle of Bavbula cost the patri^ 
ots dear, for there they lost the young Gicardot, wbos* 
Talour had already distinguished him in the fields of Pa- 
lace» of Cucuta,^ of Taguanes in Veaesueiai^ and of Begft*^ 
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tft in Nevr Grenada. General Boli?ar, then named £2 
Liberiador de Venezuela^ ordered an annual mourning in 
consideration d* this sad loss ; and a pension was assignedr 
to the familjr of Girardot for ever. One battalion of th« 
independent troops, which had behaved with a degree of 
cowardice in the engagement at Barquisimeto, was de- 
prived of their muskets hj Boiivar ; but, by their valour 
and good conduct in the battle of Araore, where, although 
armed only with pikes, they took muskets from the ene- 
my they had slain, they restored their tarnished glory .< 

Bolivar, in invading Venezuela under the protection of 
the congress of New Grenada, had received orders to re- 
instate the republican congress, which, nevertheless, he 
did not think it advisable to do. The country was, from 
the period that Caraccas was in the possession <^ the in- 
dependents, under a military governnient; and though 
Bolivar never improperly availed himself of the power h# 
possessed, this could not always be said of his inferiof 
officers. The very best military govemtnent is insufH 
pcMTtable. The murmurs against it were general ; and 
Bolivar was decided, that the authority he exercbed 
should act least be legal. A general assembly was con» 
vened of the magistrates, ecclesiastical dignitaries, muni- 
cipality, colleges, board of trade, and all the proprietors 
of the land, on the 2d of January, 1814. Bolivar gave a 
general account of his intentiohs and operations in the in- 
vasion of Venezuela to the assembly, and then resigned 
the supreme authority he held. The governor of Carac- 
cas, Don C. Hurtado de Mendoza, one of the firmest sup- 
porters of the indejpendent cause, addressed the assembly, 
showing the necessity of- leaving the supreme commam] 
of Venezuela In the hands of BoHvar, until the Spaniards 
who were acting against Venezuela should be completely 
subdued ; intimating, however, that it appertained to th« 
congress of New Grenada to form a constitution for Ventt* 
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' zuela. Don J. A. Rodriguez, president of the muOicf- 
palitj, spoke on the subject ; he was again supported by 
Don D. Alzuru. The assembly agreed in the proposal 
^f the governor of Caraccas, and the Libertador dt Ficne- 
zuela was invested with dictatorial power till the reunion 
<5f the provinces of Venezuela to those of New Grenada^ 
tinder the same representative form of government. 

The Spaniards, not being able ti) subdue Venezuela, 
formed the plan of destroying it. The royal chiefs at 
Puerto Cabello; and the Spanish governor of Guayanai 
resolved to raise the slaves in rebel Hoa against their mas- 
ters. To accomplish this scheme, many partisans of the 
Spanish government were sent into the interior of the 
country. The most obnoxious of these emissaries were 
Boves, Tanez, Rosette, Puy, and Palomo. 'ite first 
ivere Spaniards, the last a negro, who had been long out- 
lawed for being a robber and an assassin. Boves and 
Rosette received supplies of arms and ammunition from 
Ihe governor of Guayana, and were enabled to carry their 
plan rnto effect in the eastern part of the province of Ca- 
raccas. Puy and Palomo received assistance from Cdro, 
Puerto Cabello, and Maracaybd ; and the western part of 
the province of Caraccas, Barihas, Merida, and Truxillo, 
they fixed upon for their field of action. These sup- 
porters of the royal cause regularly corresponded with 
Spanish chiefs of the above-mentioned places. Some of 
tf)e correspondence was published in the Caraccas Ga- 
zette ; and by the papers and despatches that fell into 
Bolivar*s hands the whole plan was developed. 

In giving freedom to the slaves, whose number a mount- 
ed in Venezuela to seventy thousand ; in forming into a 
corps all vagabonds^ which, in a country thinly peopled; 
and which had been engaged in a war for three years, 
were numerous ; in promising to the dregs of the people 
the fortunes of the higher class ; a body of men was eaal- 
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\y raised} alarming both from its number and turbulency. 
Puj and Palomo subdued by their means Barinas, Qua- 
sare, and other towns ; and the ferocity of their Blinds^ 
as well as the spirit of their men, may be estimated by 
the following anecdote : After the battle of Araure, in 
which Cevallos was beaten, a division of Bolivar's army 
fliarched toBarinas, where Puy bad retired, trembling for 
his own life, and having ordered five hundred and seven- 
ty-four persons to iJe arrested, whom he considered as dis- 
affected. Five hundred of them were shot without any 
form of trial, when one of Puy's aides-du-camp gave the 
alarm, asserting that the republicans were approaching the 
town. Puy asked anxiously, ** Have we not time to exr 
^cute the seventy-four remaining prisoners ?" The aide- 
du-camp answered, JVo ; and they were thus saved. Some 
time aft.er, the republicans evacuated Barinas ; and Puy 
entered, spreading desolation around him, and making a 
general massacre of its inhabitants, 
•r Boves and Rosette marched from the banks of the Ore- 
Docco to the valleys of Tuy and Aragua. Death seemed 
to stalk before them, marking their steps with blood A 
reader will now scarcely believe what the newspapers in 
Venezuela and the adjoining islands, as well as the private 
letters, asserted at that period-^tbat in an extent of country 
of four hundred miles, which they marched over from the 
Orenocco to the environs of Caraccas, they did not spare 
one human being, but slaughtered all, who did not join 
them. Employing these means of terror, they contrived 
to draw together eight thousand men, only fifty of whom 
were Europeans or Canarians, a. few men of colour, and 
the remaining number slaves ; and they overcame, in the 
most desperate manner, every opposition they encounter- 
ed in their way. ^ Boves took possession of La^Vittoria^ 
and Rosette of Ocumare ; the first town fourteen leagues 
distant from Garaccasj the second at a distance of tern 



yCoogle 



«6 

leagues. ¥anez and Puj, having conquered Barinas, 
advanced to join Boves and Rosette in the beginning of 
Februarj, 18H. At this juncture the Spanish prisonets 
at La Ouajra and Caraccas, who amounted to neaHjr 
fourteen hundred, entered into a conspiracy against the 
government. Many Spaniards united themselves into a 
body, in the road between Caraccias and La Ckiayra, for 
the purpose of murdering travellers. Bolivar's troops 
were few compared witli those of his opponents, and were 
scattered through the country ; it required uncomoKW 
exertion to save Caraccas from being overpowered by the 
slaves ; if the garrison of Caraccas and La Guayra. were 
called into the field, every thing was to be feared from 
the prisoners, who had lost all hopes of bemg exchanged, 
after the determination of the Spanish chiefs, of never en- 
tering into a treaty with insurgents. The massacre of 
many of the inhabitants of Ocumare, three of whom were 
murdered in the church, created much indignation in the 
mind of Bolivar, who, thirsting with revenge, though 
overpowered with cares, did not know on which side to 
turn his attention. In one of these agonizing moments, 
in which his soul was first swayed hy fear, then worked 
tip to anger, he gave orders for the execution of the pri- 
soners, and, shocking to relate, eight hundred men were 
killed on this occasion. When the ^commandant at Puer- 
to Cabello was told of these executions, all the Sou^ 
American prisoners at that place, amounting to ^soae 
hundreds, were put to death. 

Bolivar again went into the field of battle, and obtained 
a signal victory over Boves at La Vittoria ; and Colonel 
Rivas defeated Rosette on the banks of the river Tuy ; 
and Yanez was killed at Ospinos.* One third of the re- 
publican troops fell in these three engagements, in which 
the disproportion of the combatants was so considerable. 

Los Llanos, from whence the city of Caraccas wav 
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supplied irith horses, being possessed by the royalists, 
Bolivar's cavalry was badly mounted ; and, after the 
battles of Tuy and La Vittoria, he was only able to pur- 
sue the enemy for a very few leagues. Boves and Rosette 
rallied their troops, and having received some rein*- 
ibrcements,< again took the road to Caraccas. General 
Marino, who had marched from Cumana to the assistance 
of Bolivar, and had joined a dii^ision of troops command- 
ed by General Montilla, repulsed, with their united efforts, 
the royalists at Bocachica. A few days before, a similar 
advantage had been gained by ijreneral Bolivar at Sa6 
Mateo ; and these two victories restored freedom to Va- 
lencia, which had been besieged by Cevallos and Calza- 
das, who commanded two divisions of the royal forces. 

The history of the revolution of Spanish America can- 
not fail to be read with interest, for it must record very 
many acts of heroic courage, as well as numberless proofs 
of the universal spirit of patriotism that prevails among 
the South Americans, notwithstanding their civil dissen- 
tioQs. An officer, whose family was among the most 
distinguished at Santa F^ de Bogota, was appointed to 
guard a powder magazine when San Mateo was attacked, 
the 25th of March, 1814. The royalists thought to take 
it by surprise while the armies were fighting at some dis- 
tance, and sent, for this purpose, a strong detachment of 
troops to attack the magazine. The young Ricaute 
having observed the movements of the enemy, saw the 
impossibility of resistance, and gave orders to his soldiers 
to join the army, asserting that he was sufficient alone for 
the defence of the magazine. The Spaniards surrounded 
it, and took possession of the building, and having disco- 
vered Ricaute, were just seizing him, when he set fire to 
the powder. The magazine was destroyed by an instan- 
taneous explosion, and he fell a victim to that inevitable- 
death he had foreseen. 
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After these losses Boyes retirtd to Los Llaoo9, ^ad Ce-- 
vallos to San Carlos, where General Marino pursued him ; 
but Marino having been repulsed on the 16th of April, 
be retreated to Valencia, Cagigal, who bad been bo- 
cainated captain-general of Venezuela instead of Monte^ 
verde, brought reinforcements from Coro, and uniting un-^ 
der his orders the troops commanded by Cevallos* Calf 
i^adas, and others, advanced to Valencia* Thei two 
armies halted at some distance from each other, ascertain* 
ed their strength on each side, land at length came to ac-* 
^on on die plains of C^rabobo^ the 28tb of May, 1814. 
They fought with fury ; on each side they made the 
greatest efforts for victory, which being obtained tbejr 
thought would prove decisive. The advantage was on 
the side of the patriots, and the royalists were routed and 
dispersed, leaving in the field a laige store of arms and 
ammunition^ and five hundred men dead, wounded oc 
prisoners. 

Bolivar, considering himself secure in the possession of 
Venezuela, turned his attention to Coro and Los Llanos^ 
where the enemy had fled ; hoping, by possessing these 
territories, to destroy the remaining hopes of the royalists^ 
for it was from thence they drew their resources. Ur- 
daneta marched against Coro at the head of five hundred 
men : Marino proceeded to San Fernando, on the river 
Apure, in Barinas, with another division of nearly the 
same strength ; and the general in chief retained with 
himself the third part of the army, that he might be, ena- 
bled effectually to oppose Boyes, who had not been af 
the battle of Carabobo ; and who, widi a numerous body 
©f cavalry, was advancii^ against Bolivar. Had the roy- 
alists waited for tbe arrival of this corps, they might, pro- 
bably, have gained the last battle ; and had not Bolivar 
divided his aiiny, despising the forces of Boves, Boves*» 
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•calvatry would imquestiotiabty hate been Conquered b^ 
the patriots* superiority of discipline. 

in a few days the three divisions of the republicao 
army were separated many leagues from each other ; 
and Bolivar was attacked by Boves at La Puerta, a plain 
nearly fifty leagues from Caraccas, near the town of Cura> 
and after many hours' fighting was compelled to abandon 
tfae field to Boves. Cagigal and Calzadas, having united 
sora^ of their dispersed troops, attacked with success Ma*- 
rkio's divbion, which, being cut off from all intercourse 
with Caraccas, was obliged to retire to Cumana. Wheo 
Urdaneta heard of thei&e defeats, he was already too dis- 
tant to attempt to give any assistance to Caraccas ; he 
therefore withdrew bis trOops to Cucuta on the frpQtierB 
«f Santa F^. 

FroiB this ^me confusion reigned among the patriots, 
and there was no longer an army for the protection of 
C^raecas. Bolivar's military government had displeased 
t|ie people, and the inhabitants of Los Llanos bad openly 
declared for the royalists, being enraged at the conduct 
0f one of Bolivar's generals, Don J. Campo-Elias, who 
btd puft to death many of their countrymen, taken pri* 
goners in a preceding engagement. The siege of Puerto 
Cabeilo was raised, and the troops embarked for Cuma* 
na, where Bolivar marched by land with the rernnant of 
bis army, and nearly the whole population of Caraccas^ 
which was threatened with destructionf. Boves advanced 
to Caraccas^ and La Guayra, which surrendered to him ill 
the month of July, 1814. The town gf Valencia still held 
out, and the royalists laid siege to it : at length,whetl longi^r 
resistance became impossible, the garrison accepted a 
capitulation proposed by the besiegers^ Being warned 
against the want of faith of the royalists, they desired 
that a solemn mass should be celebrated before the two 
armies, and that, before the host, an oath should be taken 
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%y the royalist general, engaging bitnseif to comply rcH- 
giously with the articles of the treaty. This being done, 
the town was delivered up to vtbe royalists, and soon 
after the republican officers, and a great part of the i^l- 
diers, were shot* Among them fell the eloquent Espejo, 
worthy indeed of a better fate ! 

Boves came up with the patriots' army in the province 
0C Barcelona, engaged and defeated it at Araguita. Suc- 
cess no longer attended Bolivar ; his former good fortune 
ilad forsaken him; and even the commander of his fio- 
I5!!a, which protected the coast, refused to obey his or- 
ders. He considered all present hope of independence 
for his country lost, and, with a few of his chosen officers, 
who were willing to partake his ill fortune, be eol- 
barked for Carthagena. Rivas and Bermudes, wit^ 
Bome few troops, separated from him^ and marched to 
Jilaturin, which was already famous by the campaign of 
Oeneral Marino. Maturin became in a very few days the 
rendezvous of the desperate patriots, who did not expect 
quarter from the royalists. They were there attacked 
by Morales, and afterwards by Boves, who were both 
repulsed with great slaughter. Rivas and Bermudes ob- 
tained considerable ^advantages in many other engage- 
ments, but the royalists had a superior force, and sue* 
ceeded at last in conquering them at Urica, on the 5th or 
December, 1814. Maturin then fell into the power of 
the royalists, who had, however, to deplore their favour- 
ite Boves. Rivas was taken prisoner and shot, and his 
head sent to Caraf:cas, and there publicly exhibited. 
Bermudes embarked with some troops for the island of 
La^ Margarita, where he supported the republican govern- 
mentj until an expedition from Spain, commanded by 
General Morillo, appeared on the coast of Venezuela. 
This expedition, consisting of ten thousand men, embark- 
ed at Cadiz in near fifty transport ships, which were pro- 
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teeted by two MgSiUB. T)my left near tifotbomrapf 
meo io tbe different cities situate oi> tbe coast oi Vene- 
zuela ; and, having added some of tbe troops already in 
Caraccas, to the remaining part of the expediiion, Mo» 
riNo quitted Puerto CabeHo in tbe month of June, 1816, 
with tbe intent of besieging Carthagena. One of tbe 
frigates, the San Pedro Akantara, had been prtfiotiily 
lost at Margarita. 

We have already said that BoUvar embarked for Car- 
tbagena after tbe battle of Araguita. From Cartbagen» 
be proceeded to thetown of Tonja, where tbe congress 
of New Grenada was sitting ; and he was commissioned 
by the congress to compel, by force, tbe city of Santa 
F^ de Bogota to acknowledge its authority. In this he 
succeeded ; after which, Bolivar was sent with three 
thousand men, to reduce Jto allegiance the province of 
Santa Marta. In this attack Cartbagena was to contri* 
bute troops and guns. Bolivar reached the town of 
Manpox, on tbe river Magdalena, and from thence in* 
formed tbe government of Cartbagena of the demands of 
the congress. The military governor of Cartbagena, 
Don M. Castillo, was Bolivar's personal enemy ; and 
his influence with the president of Cartbagena was em- 
ployed to prevent tbe orders of the congress from being 
iiilfilled, under pretence of Bolivar's ambitious views, 
jand bis sanguinary career in Venezuela. By these 
means the attack against Santa Marta was delayed ; and 
Bolivar marched against Cartbagena, hoping to be able 
to compel that government to obey tbe orders of tbe con- 
gress. A civil war now raged at Cartbagena, and the 
royalists of Santa Marta profited of that moment to take 
possession of Mompox, and of many other places which 
tbe government bad left in a defenceless state, in order to 
oppose Bolivar's attempt. In this juncture intelligence 
of tbe expedition from Spain reached Cartbagena^ and 
9» 
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B^far gav^ up his plan, qukted the army, and hft 
troops united to those of Carthagena to defend thatxity. / 

The rojalists entered Carthagena on the 6tb of De- 
cember, nearly four months aft^r the siege had be^ua ; 
but previous to this period, Bolivar, who had gone to. 
Jamaica, planned to assist Carthagena by landing an ex* 
pedition on her shores. With this intent he embarked 
for Aux Cayes. The capture of Carthagena prevented, 
the execution of his plan, and he again turned bis atten* 
tion to Venezuela. i 

The haughty deportment of the Spaniards caused at 
Caraccas a secession from the army of many of the. na* 
tive troops, who had at first been willing to fight under 
their banners ; and who, joining the soldiers who had dis- 
persed or were disbanded after tbe battle of Urica, formed 
different corps of guerillas. . After an obstinate war, 
which bad lasted five years, and in which nearly all tbe 
population of Venezuela bad tiken part, whatever differ- 
ences of opinion had at first existed among them, they 
liow united their strength for tbe cause of their country. 
The guerillas, commanded by Moriagas, Piar, Roxaa» 
Saraza, Llanos, and others, occupied tbe inland part of 
tbe provinces of Guayana, Cumana, Barcelona, Caraccas, 
and Barinas, harassing the Spanish detachments which 
occasionally pursued tbem, and which they oRen de« 
feated. 

Such was the state of Venezuela when Arismendt again 
raised tbe republican standard on the island of La Marga- 
rita : and having several times beaten the Spanish garrir 
son, took possession of a part of that island, at the same 
4ime that Carthagena was taken by Murillo. 

Stimulated by the hope of more flattering prospects* 
Bolivar planned an expedition which might assist the 
efforts of the patriots of Margarita ; and joining himself 
f<i> Brion, a native of Curacoa, who had served in th^ 
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Venezuela flotilla, and had bted i^ioralked as a citizeff 
of Carthageoa for bis services in that province, assembled 
the emigrants from Venezuela, and a part of the garrison 
which bad evacuated -<^arthagena. Brion, being a man 
of property, as vrell as others vrbo were attached to the 
patriots, defrayed the ex|)enses thus iricurred* As a re» 
ward, Brion was appointed commander of the maritime 
forces which were to be employed on this occasion. The 
maritime forces consisted of two ships of War and thirteen 
transports, most of them armed with guiis, having near a 
thousand troops on board. They sailed from Aux Cayes 
et the end of March, 1816, and in the beginning of May 
they landed at La Margarita, having first tdken two Spa^* 
ni«h ships of war after a very bloody engagement, in 
which Brion was wounded. The Spaniards abandoned 
nearly the whole of the island, retaining only the fort-, 
ress of Pampatar. 

From Margarita, Bolivar sailed for Carupano, about 
five leagues west of the town of Cumana, of which he dis- 
possessed the royalists ; and having armed many of the 
corps of guerillas who had advanced to join him, they 
flailed for Ocumare. Scarcely can a' notion be formed of 
the rage of the Spaniards when they heard of Bolivar's 
success. To shoxf what despair could urge them to, I 
will, relate the following well-authenticated anecdote, 
copied from Captain Hardy's journal in the ship Mer- 
maid. 

(( Cumana, 12th June, 1816. 
** I witnessed the following barbarous act. A female 
of a most respectable family in Cumana, having spoken 
against the Spanish government, and in favour of the 
patriotic party, was placed on an ass, led through the 
streets, attended by a guard of ten soldiers ; at the cor«» 
^ser of every street, and opposite the houses of her nearest 
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eoaneiioas, she recmed a certain number of Mieft cm 
her bare back, nearlj two btmdred^ tbe number sbe was 
sentenced to receive. Tbe poor sufferer iras blindfolded^ 
and bore tbe inhuman treatment vrith as much fortitude 
as. was ever possibly exhibited on a similar occasion. Hei 
€ries were feeble, but 1 could discover, notwithstanding 
that a handkerchief concealed her face^ her tears trickling 
:dpwn4 

<* i saw but one dozen lashes inflicted. Some of mf 
crew, who were on shore, saw the whde sentence put in 
execution. My feelings we^e too much shocked for ca* 
riosity even to overcome them. 1 made particular in- 
quiries respecting the unfortunate girt two days after, and 
was informed that she refused all food and medical as- 
sistance ; and in a few^ days after that, f heard that she 
was dead, being unable, from her exquisite feelings, to 
survive tbe disgrace and pain she had suffered." 

Between the ports of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello, 
are those of Choroni and Ocumare, on the coas( of Ca- 
laccas. Near these last ports there are many plantatiom 
of cocoa, sugar, indigo, &c. cultivated by the slaves. 
The plains of Aragua and Valencia are seven leagues 
^stant from these plantations, from which they are se* 
parated by a branch of that part of tbe Andes which 
crosses Venezuela. Bolivar divided his army, which did 
not amount to a thousand soldiers, into two parts ; and 
landing the vanguard at Choroni, he proceeded to Ocu* 
mare, where he landed the remainder. Sir Gregor 
M Gregor, who commanded the vanguard, took Maracay 
and La Cabrera^ and was marching against La Vittoria, 
when Morales, commanding an army of royalists, arrived 
|ust in time to resist the patriots. He had been sent with 
troops to Venezuela by Morillo, in consequence of in* 
leiligence received of Bolivar's expedition. MoraleSj 
seeing ^livar's army separated by a distance of i 
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leagues, attacked the rearguard, which was commanded 
by Botivar in person ; and, after a severe engagement, hi 
which the patriots lost two hundred men, with their best 
officers, Boh'var was compelled to re-embark. SirGregor 
M^regor, in consequence of Bolivar's absence, changed 
Mie previous destination of the army, and took the roa4 
to Barcelona by the plains. 

The following is Bolivar's proctiamation, giving Hbertjr 
to the slaves, when he landed at Ocumare. 

" Head Quarters at Ocumare, 6th July, 1816. 

<* Simon Bolivar, ^uprisme chief of the reputilic, apd 
captain-general of the armies of Venezuela, New Gre«> 
nada, kc. to the inhabitants of the province of Caraccas. 

** An army, with artiHery and a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition, as well as muskets, are now at my command 
to liberate you. Tour tyrants shall be destroyed or ex- 
pelled, and you shall be restored to your rights, to your 
country, and to peace. 

^ " The iaoar of deaths carried on against us by our enc- 
nies,onourside shall c^ase. We will pardon those who 
may surrender, even though they be Spaniards. Those 
who serve the cause of Venezuela shall be considered as 
friends, and .shall be employed according to their me- 
rit and abilities. Any troops appertaining to the enemy, 
yvhich may come over to us, shall enjoy all the benefits 
the country can bestow upon its benefactors. 

*' No Spaniard shall be put to death, unless in battle« 
Jio American shall suffer the least injury for having joined 
the king's party, or for having committed acts of hostility 
against his fellow citizens. 

" That unhappy portion of our brethren which has 
groaned under the miseries of slavery is now set free. 
Nature, justice, and policy demand the emancipation of 
the slaves : henceforward there shall only be one dass of 
people in Venezuela— all shall be citizens^ 
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" After taking the capital, w« will convem tbe t^prw- 
sentattves of tbe people in a general codgreas, that we 
nay reestabli^th tbe governmeot of tbe republic While 
we are on our march to Caraccas, General Marino, at tbe 
head of a numerous corps, shall attack Cumana. Gene- 
ral Piar, mipported bj General Roxas and Monagas, wiH 
then become master of tbe plains. Llanos will advance 
to Barcelona, while General Artsmendi, with his victori- 
ous army, shall occupy Margarita. 

"SIMON BOLIVAR.'' 

Sir Gregor MOregor found- himself in a situation of 
eonaidefable danger after the defeat of Bolivar ; but this 
danger he overcame by tbe knowledge be acquiri^ of 
the country, and the confidence with which he inspired 
his troops. 

Sir Gregor McGregor is a Scotchman ; he terv«d iri 
tbe English army in Portugal, and had been promoted to 
the rank of captain. In consequence' of some mistinder- 
standing with a superior officer* be quitted the anny, and 
went to Caraccas in 1811. After the earthquake, he 
served in the cavalry of Venezuela, which in the engi^^ 
ment of Los Guayos suffered considerably under his com* 
mand. After Miranda^s capitulation, Sir Gregor went td 
Cartbagena, and from that time he has unrformly sup- 
ported the independent cause. 

Tbe victorious royalists pursued him furiously after 
the defeat of Bolivar ; and such was tbeir dependence 
on continued success, that they even sent official infor- 
mation to Caraccas, that McGregor was totally defeated, 
killed, and even tbe soldier was named who bad spoiled 
him of bis uniform in tbe field of battle. 

Tbe army was now many hundred miles distant from 
Barcelona, from whence only it could expect support, 
and the royalists had despatched all tbeir troops to efiect 
its destruction ; nevertheless, the independents were sue* 
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cessftil in repulsing Morales, in the battle of Alacran, and 
defeated btm completely in the action of Juncal. These 
▼ictories) gave them possession of the town of Barcelona 
early in October, and communication became by this 
means opeeed between M*Gregor and^tbe other generals, 
who were in the provinces of Cumana and Guayana. 

The Spaniards evacuated Pampatar on the 2d of No- 
vember, and the island of Margarita being, in conse- 
quence, completely free. General Arismehdi disbanded 
part of his troops, and sailed to join the patriots in Bar- 
celona. . Bolivar, who, afler the defeat at Ocumare, had 
returned to Aux Cayes, sailed, bringing new reinforce- 
ments to Margarita, where he landed in December, 1816. 
There he published a proclamatidn, convoking the re- 
presentatives of Venezuela to a general congress, and 
went afterwards to Barcelona, where he organized a pro- 
Tisioiial government. In this place he was attacked by 
the royalists. Real and Morales, in the months of Februa- 
ry and March ; but he repulsed them with great loss. 
On the 1 1th of last April, Piar defeated the royal troops 
at Guayana, compelling them to shut themselves up in 
the fortress of Guayana la Vieja, and in the town of 
Angostura. Paez obtained likewise considerable ad- 
vantage in the battle fought near San Fernando de Apure, 
with the royalists, who, to the number of two thousand, 
were coming from Santa Fd, under the command of Gene- 
ral Morillo, to reinforce those of Caraccas. The patriots 
have, nevertheless, lost the town of Barcelona, on the 
7tb of April* this year. The royalist force in Venezuela 
received an addition of sixteen hundred men from Spain^ 
in May last. 
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CHAPTER U. 



Revolution in J^ew Grenada,^Establukment of ihejvnt^ 

in SaMa Pi de Bogota. — Congress of deputies from the 

different provinces, and the federal compacts. — Sa^a Fi 

Refuses to enter into the confederation. — Civil war in 

consequence. — Peace being restored, Narino marches 

. against the royaHsts.-^Events of the xmr.— Proclama- 
tion of the congress to tki promnces,State of Nem 
Grenada before the expedition pf Morillo.—MorilloU 
reports to the Spanish g&vemment. 

NEW Grenada comprehends- the provinces situate be- 
tween Goatemala, Venezuela, and Peru ; they are 
twenty^two iu number-r-Pamplona, Casanare, Tunja, 
Socorro, Mariquita, Cundinam^rca, Antioquia, Popayan, 
Neyva, Choco, Carthagena, Rio-bacba, Santa Marta, Pa- 
nama, Veraguas, Quito, Qiiiixos, Maynas, Guayaquil, 
Cuenca, Loxa, and Jaen. These provinces contain, in 
an extent of 6,7,000 square leagues, more than two mil- 
lions and a half of inhabitants. In Santa Fe de Bogota, 
which is the capital, there are nearly thirty-five thousand 
persons. 

When intelligence was received at Carthagena, from 
Spain, of the dispei^sion of the junta central, the munici- 
pality appointed two persons to act in concert with the 
governor, whose authority they wished to restrain, ia 
consequence of the critical state of the peninsula. The 
governor submitted for some time to the check imposed 
upon his authority, but, he afterwards spumed all control ; 
sometimes he would not dct conformably to the will of 
his associates, at other times he did not consult them, 
"^his conduct caused his overthrow, which the munici- 
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polity effected by ^if ii^ the commaiKl of the province to 
the second in command, Don N. Soria. The troops 
and people of Carthagena approved and supported this 
aemination. The provinces of Socorro and Pamplona 
revolted against their corregidores, whose despotism grew 
every day more insupportable to them. These united 
event^s encouraged the inhabitants of Santa Fe. to oppose 
the established government, for they were glad of any 
opportunity to renounce their allegiance to the Spanisk 
, authorities, and to establish a junta, which they did, 
composed of the most respectable personn of Santa F^. 
The nlembers of this junta were elected in a public 
meeting, cMldo abierio^ assembled under the sanction of 
.Don A. Amar, the viceroy, on the evening of -the 20th of 
July, 1810. The junta acknowledged the superiority of 
the regency of Cadiz, and even chose the viceroy presi- 
dent ; but a few daj^s afterwards they were alarmed by 
-Ahe report of an intended conspiracy, said to be forming 
by the viceroy and the audiencia. In consequence of 
this report, the viceroy, his lady, and almost all the Q>em- 
bers of the audiencia, were arrested, sent to Carthagena 
un4er an escort, and afterwards to Spain. The aMthority 
of the regency was now disowned, and the junta, by a 
.manifesto,, invited the provinces of New Grenada to send 
their, deputies to Santa Fe de Bogota, that they might 
decide, in a general congre^ss, what Amn of government 
should be established during the captivity of the king. 

The provinces of Tunja. Pamplona, Casanare, Cartht^ 
gena^ Socorro, Antioquia, Citara or Choco, Neyva, and 
Mariquita, declared in favour of Uie revolution. Santa 
Marta was also of this number, though acknowledging 
4he authority of tlie regency. Some months after, the 
Spaniards planned to overthrow the established junta at 
Santa Marta, and to form another entirely devoted to 
them, which they did on the 22d of tbe foUowing De- 
• 10 
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eember^ availiog themselres of a popi^ar commotioii lA^ 
^igated by themselves. 

The goveroor of Popayan, Doo N. Tacon, assembled 
the principal persons of the protioce^ who agreed io the 
necessity of forming a popular junta. Tacon, however, 
differed in opinion, and dissolved the meeting. He then 
raised an army to attack the new government of Santa 
Fi, which, conscious of its danger, sent troops under die 
command of Don A. Baraya to check Tacon in his career. 
Ifi this Bacaya was successful, in the battle which was 
fought OB the bfloiks of the river Palace, three leagues from 
Ihe town of Popayan, in the beginning of 1811. 

The regency, wishing to please the Americans, by 
conforring on two of their countrymen some mark of ho- 
nour, sent Don A. Villavicencio and Don C. Montufar, 
with the appellation o( Commksionados Regios, to support 
their authority in New Grenada. They came, however, 
loo late to be of any use to their employers. Villavicen- 
cio, a native of Santa Fe, arrived in that city when the 
disposition for revolt could no longer be checked ; and 
Montufar arrived in Qpito a few days after the massacre 
of tbe£d of August, 1810. This event bad so much exas- 
perated the inhabitants of Qjjito, that, having no other 
arms, they with knives and sti<cks fought the troops from 
Lima, which had fired on the people. The result would 
have proved ruinous to the Spaniards, had not the presi* 
dentr Coui>t RuuE.de Castilla, and the audiencia, decreed 
«n actM oblivion in favour of the inhabitants, and order- 
ed the troops of Litaa to withdraw from the city, which 
they soon after did. Montufar, whose father, the Marquis 
Selva Alegref had been among Ihose massacred on the 2d 
of August, took advantage of the fears of the Spanish au- 
thorities to persuade them to form a junta, whose presi- 
dtnt was to be Ruia de Castilla. The regency appror- 
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ed of the junta of Qjutto, the on\y such approval that took 
place, but appointed Moliua president. 

The junta of Carthagena published, on the 19tb of Sep- 
tember, 1810, a manifesto to prove the advantages that 
would result to New Grenada from the uni#n of her pro- 
vinces in a federal government This manifesto dwelt 
particularly on the perfect freedom of the provinces to 
adopt anjr form of government they pleased ; for as the 
abdication at Bayonne dissolved the compact which uni* 
ted Spanish America to the mother country, so the revo- 
lution of Santa Fe destroyed the bond of union which had 
existed between the provinces and their capital. This 
reasoning misled the inhabitants, and soma departments 
of the provinces weYe even intending to separate from 
ibeir provincial capitals, in order to form fiew provinces. 
San Gil, a department of the province of Socorro, Giron 
of Pamplona, Mompox of Carthagena, and other depart* 
nents, entertained these wild projects ; and the town of 
Mompox proceeded in consequence to form a junta by it«> 
self, and to nominate deputies for the congress of New 
Grenada. The government of Carthagena opposed Mom- 
pox, anil sent an expedition under the command of Don 
N. Ayos, who compelled Mompox to renew her former 
allegiance tQ Carthagena, in January, 1811. 

The junta of Santa Fd received an embassy from that of 
Caiaccas, and a treaty of alliance was concluded between 
them. Don J. Cortes Madariaga, who had been the en-* 
voy sent by the junta of Carac<5as, returned to Venezuelii 
by the river Meta. The navigation of this river was al« 
most unknown at that period. Madariaga was the first 
who ascertained it. 

Some of the deputies nominated by the provinces to 
compose the general congress had assembled in Santa Fe 
de Bogota, in December, 1810. In the congress there were 
some members who were willing to admit into their a^ 
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seinbly the deputies appotnted by those departments 
which were desirous of being formed into separate pro- 
▼inces ; while others opposed their taking their seats, al- 
leging the inconTenience that would arise from sanctioning 
such innovations, which must tend to kindle a civil nar 
bttween the depaitraeots and thetr provincial capitals. 
and at die amoe time mikltiplj the difficulties tbej now 
experienced in forming a government for New Grrenada. 
In this the junta of Santa F^ agreed ; and to give time for 
a proper understanding on the subject to be brought about, 
Don A. Narino, secretary to the congress, was successful 
in persuading its members to suspend their sessions. 

Mompoz being subdued by the troops from Car- 
ihagena, and the provinces openly declaring agatitfl 
the pntensiOBs^ of the (fepartmeo^ those dissentions 
were checked which were pervading the provinces, 
and the congress assembled a second time. The repre- ' 
.sentatives of Pamplona, Tunja, Neyva, Carthagena, and 
Antioquia, concluded a federal compact at Santa Fi 
ie Bogota, on the 27th of November, 1811. According 
to this compact, which is divided into seventy>eight arti- 
cles, the provinces were to retain their supreme power in 
the internal administration, confiding to the congress the 
inanagement of general affairs. A suprelbe court of 
judicature was to be established for deciding on ques- 
tions arising from the execution of the federal compacts ; 
and Ake congress reserved likewise to itself the exercise 
ef the executive and legislative powers. The province 
of Cundioamarca, not approving the articles of the federa- 
tfoa, refused to yield its means of defence, as well as the 
ttipt, for the general use, which should have been done 
according to the stipulations made by the congress. 

' The junta of Santa F^, the capital of Cundinamarca^ 
convened an assembly of the deputies of the provincci^ 
whose population amounts tp two hundred and ^fly thou-r 
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sand persons. This assemblj took the appellelioD of «ele« 
gio electoral consHtuyenUf and presented to the province a 
constitution, which was ratified by an assembly specially 
empowered for that purpose, on the 17th of April, 18^ 

This constitution, the plan of which is divided into 
twelve chapters, tUtdos^ aimed at establishing a limited 
monarchy, Ferdinand the Seventh being the acknowledge 
ed sovereign. In the absence of the king, the executive 
power was to be intrusted to a pre^ident^ who was to act 
in concert with two counsellors named by the electoral 
colleges ; the electoral colleges to assemble every three 
years, and to be intrusted with the election of the pref i- 
dent, senators, members of the high court of justice, and 
of the court established for the direction of military affairs. 
The senators and the members of the court of ju8« 
tice were to form the national representation, which the 
president was empowered to assemble in all emergencies 
requiring a general consultation. It was requisite that the 
national representation should assemble to receive embas* 
sies from foreign pow.ers, or occasionally to transact im* 
portant business. 

Tacou, the Spanish governor of Popayan, had fled to 
Los Pastos after his Ndefeat at Palace ; and being unable 
to raise an army sufficiently powerful to oppose the 
troops from ^anta Fd, he gave liberty to the (slaves^ which 
are numerous at Los Pastos. This was the very first in- 
stance in South America, since the revolution, of the 
slaves being, instigated to revolt against their masters. 
Tacon, however, in this manner raised an army, but still 
not formidable enough to enable him to keep his ground 
in Los Pastos, where he was opposed by troops (rom Po* 
payan, and by others sent against him by the junta of 
Q^ito. He therefore retreated to the, sputh sea coaa^ 
near the port of Sai^ Buenaventura. Don N. R^drigu^ 
who had succeeded Baraya in the oommancl of .the troop^ 
10* 
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ptnrsMed, him there, and completely defeated him at k- 
qvande, near the end of the year 1811. 

Don J. Lozano^ the first president of Cundjnamarca, 
had proposed to the provinces of New Grenada to divide 
theur territory into four parts ; and, by uniting themselves 
into a federal government, he maintained that they would 
be powerful enough to overcome those difficulties nato- 
Tally arising from the establishment of their independence. 
The junta of Carthagena opposed this measure ; and the 
junta was seconded by the congress of New Grenada, 
which was at this time assembled in the town of Ibague ; 
to which town it had removed to prevent any influence 
in their debates by the people of Santa F^ de Bogota. 
, Lozano having resigned his. situation as president of 
Cundinamarea, he was succeeded by Don A. Narino, 
who held in little estimation the proposed federal govern- 
aient, and wished to form another constitution, which he 
considered would prove more powerful. 

The provinces of Mariquita, Neyva, and Socorro, join- 
ed Narino in this plan ; and that of Tunja was on the 
•ve of doing the same, when a detachment of Narino's 
troops, under the command of Baraya, then in the town 
of Tunja, changed sides, asserting the authority of the 
congress, who immediately transferred its sessions to 
Tunja. This gave rise to a civil war between the parti* 
tans of the congress and Narino*s party. This happen- 
ed, in the beginning of the year 1812. 

The army of the congress, under the command of Ba- 
raya, J. Ayala, and A. Ricaute, conquered Narino^s 
troops at i^loblanco, in the province of Socorro ; and 
the agents qf the congress were successful in persuading 
Mariquita and Neyra to espouse the cause of th*^ confe- 
AeratioD. These successes gave spirit to the congress, 
Who ttow 6mij established themselves in the town i^ 
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Ne^va, OD the 4tb of Octojber, IBIS. Narino's troops 
were a second time defeated at Ventaquemada, and the 
army of the congress proceeded to besiege Santa Fd in 
December, 18 IS. Previous to these transactions Narino 
resigned the presidency, but the national representation 
of Santa F^ de Bogota refused to receive bis resignation. 
Narino proposed to quit New Grenada, if the besiegeit 
would spare the property and lives of the inhabitants of 
Santa F6 de Bogota ^ but the besiegers insisted on the 
besieged surrendering at discretion ; and in consequence 
of Narino*s refusal they stormed the city. Being, bow- 
ever, completely repulsed, their army dispersed, with 
the exception of a division commanded by Girardot, 
which retreated to Tunja. A monument of stone, con- 
taining an ihscription eiplanatory of this signal defeat» 
was placed in that part of the city of Santa F^ called 
San Victorino. 

The junta of Quito, fearing hostilities from the pro- 
vince of Cuenca, which is situate on the frontiers of New 
Grenada and the viceroyalship of Peru, raised an army 
Jbr its own defence. The bidbop was at the heads)f the 
royalists of Cuenca, and many of the officers of the army 
were clergymen, who carried black stapdards, and took 
the horrible appellation of the army of death, el exerdio 
de la muerte, Don N. Molino, who had been appointed 
president of the junta of Qjitito by the regency of Spaio^ 
entered the territory of Qpito at the head of the troops 
from Lima, which had withdrawn from Q^iito after the 
massacre of the Sd of August, and rethred to Guayaquil. 
The junU of Qpito, though acknowledging fbe regency 
of Spain, would not receive Molina as president if be 
iproceeded with, the army, and preferred a complaint to 
the cortes. The cortes ordered Molina to stop hoslili^ 
ties, which he refused^ on the pretext often employed Iff- 
the Sptuaiard8» that the jMder of the cortea bad b^p ^ 
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tained hy obrepHon and subreption ; that is, by false ar- 
guments concealing the truth. The army of Quito, com- 
manded by Don C. Montufar, was defeated by the roy- 
ali5«ts of Cuenca ; and Don N^ Montes, who had succeed- 
ed Molina, entered Quito on the 6lh of November, 1812, 
laying waste all before him. The mortality thus occa- 
sioned, did not content Montes, who sent a strong de- 
ts^chment of soldiers to pursue the bishop, the nuns, and 
other persons who had taken their flight, and in the mean 
time put to death one in every five of the inhabitants who 
had, remained to defend the city. This bloody scene is 
, described by Montes himself in a letter of the 11th of 
November to the governor of Guayaquih 

After Quito was taken by the royalists,, Afontes gave 
the command of the army to Don N. Samano;, a Spanish 
officer, who bad served in the battalion of troops called 
el auonliar^ which was stationed at Santa Fe de Bogota 
when the revolution broke out. Samano, in his way to 
Santa Fe, took the town of Popayan. The royalists of 
Pastos had, before this, taken prisoner Don J. Caycedo, 
president of the junta of Quito, and Macaulay, a North 
American, who commanded the troops of Popayan, with 
many other officers, who, as well as Macaulay and Cay- 
ciedo, were put to death. The congress of New Grena- 
da, and Narino, though before at variance, were unani- 
mous in their determination of resisting the royalists ; 
and their united troops, to the number of eight thousand 
men, marched to meet ^he enemy, commanded by Na- 
rino himself, who had been appointed dictator for that 
purpose. . Narino routed the Spaniards in the battle 
fought Jn el alto del Palace^ and Samano retreated to 
Tumbo, seven leagues south of the city of Popayan \ 
and, being . there reinforced by a division of the army 
which had not been engaged in el alto del Palace, ad- 
vanced to Popayan^ eDcaoiipiiig fais army at Calivio*. 
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Narino divided his army into three corps, irhich were 
commanded bj Cabal, Monsalve, and himself. Thus 
divided aod prepared, they marched against the royalists* 
The troops on both sides fought desperately ; but vie* 
tory at length declared for the independents, and the 
Spaniards were forced to retreat Aymeric was appoint* 
ed succettor to Saraano, ami took the command of the 
armjT, bnngiog fresh troops from Qjjito. Narino or- 
ganized a popular government at Popayan, and marched 
to Pastor. 

The province of Popayan and Pastos 'being situate in 
that part of the Andes where the mountains rise as tbejr 
approach the equator, do part of the country can better 
BMintaii> a vigorous resistance ; and the royalists, con- 
Kioiis of this advantageous position, fortified the princi- 
pal defiles. The country being besides thinly peopled, 
and rivers running across it in all directions without any 
bridges, the difficulties are in consequence innumerable, ' 
which an army, accompanied with necessary provisions 
and baggage, must encounter in passing through such a. 
country. The victories hitherto obtained by Narino had 
not been followed by much advantage, the independents 
being, from the nature of the country, unable to pursue 
their vanquished enemy. 

Narinoy in his way to Pastos, which is nearly eighty 
leagues distant from Popayan, attacked 'd alto de Juan" 
am^tf, which he took, but by the sacrifice of many lives. 
Los Tacines and Aranda likewise fell into his power 
after many severe engagements, in which several of Na*^ 
rino's officers were killed ; and among them the young 
Salazar, whose valour had gained him universal esteem. 

Narino had nearly reached the town of Pastos, and 
was advancing with one division of his forces, when, the 
enemies^ spies unfortunately spread, in the remainder of 
the army, the report that Narino had been attacked, de- 
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n^iitm in that part of his armj ; and the enemj^ being 
apprized of it, sent a detachment ag^^oat Nai:io9» s^nd 
▼erified the premature report by making him prisoner. 
This happened in the month of June, 1814, and prqved 
a. serious shock to the independent armj ; so much so, 
teat all Don J. M. Cabal's prudence and valour scarcely 
enabled him to effect a retreat to Popayan, his troops 
b^ing closely pursued by Aymeric. 

Don A. Narino is one of those few enterprising cha- 
racters who had long viewed with a prophetic eye, and 
even, in some measure, prepared the minds of the inba- 
bMants of Santa Fe for independence; Hi& opinions and 
wishes, too freely expressed in the early part of his 
yputb, caused his imprisonment in 1794, and that of 
many of his friends, distinguished young men at Santa 
Fe de Bc^ota. Duran, Cabal, Cortes, Umana, Narino^ 
2)ea, and others, were at that time sent to Spain under 
afi escort. Narino escaped the vigilance of his guards^ 
and made his escape in the very act of landing at Cadiz, 
a|id presented himself to the government at Madrid. 
Notwithstanding this act of submission, the Spanish go* 
veniment was going to order his arrest, when Narino 
again escaped, and went to France ; from whence he 
came to England, at the very epocba when Mr. Pitt's 
plan for separating Terra Firma from the Spanish go- 
vernment was in contemplation, in 1796. Then Narino 
returned tp New Grenada incognito, with the view of 
carrying it into effect, but he was discovered and con* 
fined many years ; during which time he suffered^ the 
hardships of poverty, close imprisonment, &c. At last 
be regained his liberty, on condition that he should 
never quit Santa Fe, and that he should be always ac» 
companied by a soldier^ When the war in Spain com- 
mwccd, the government of Santa F^, being airraid of hU 
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uDoommoD powers of persuasion, as well as of tke credit 

lie possessed, bsid bim arrested, ordering bim to be sent 
to Cartbagena ; but Narino again escaped at El Banco oyer 
tbe liver Magdalena, and went tp Santa Marta. A Spa* 
aiard, wbo knew tbe house wbere he was concealed, di^ 
covered it to tbe governor, wbo bad him immedlateijr 
taken, and then enforced tbe former orders of tbe goverd- 
ment, by sending bim to Cartbagena, wbere be was 
thrown into tbe dungeons of Fort Bocacbica. When tbe 
revolution took place, be was released ; but bis health 
was greatlj impaired, and bis legs bad suffered much 
from tbe fetters be bad been compelled to wear dun't^ 
his imprisonment. Having been taken prisoner at Pastos, 
it is wonderful that be was not executed, as almost all 
the prisoners were at that time ; but be was conducted 
to Qpito, thence to Lima, and be is now confined at La 
Carracca, in Cadiz. One of bis sons, Antonio, gave at 
Bocacbica a noble example of filial duty and affiectioii, 
by suffering himself to be imprisoned with bis father^ 
whose misfortunes he wished, by sharing, to alleviate. 

Intelligence of the retreat of the army of Fopayan, of 
the victories of Boves against tbe republicans of Venezue- 
la, of the re-establishment of king Ferdinand tbe Seventh, 
and of tbe fall of Bonaparte, reached nearly at the same 
time the congress of New Grenada. The dangers that 
now threatened the independence of that part of South 
America were viewed in their true light ; and the congress 
issued a proclamation, which, after recapitulating ttie vi- 
cissitudes suffered by the armies of tbe republic, thus con* 
eludes : *^ Such is the situation of the military affairs of 
New Grrenada. Every step the republicans make costs a 
bloody battle in t^he provinces of Venezuela, wbere hordel 
of assassins are formed by the agents of tbe king to check 
the progress of the friends of liberty. Our fronliei^ ar^ 
constantly molested by tine royalists of Maracayfx>, and 
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tbfcm wCo DOW poHess Bartbas ; both of wbon keep «1- 
f^a7« ID alarm the defen<lers of PampIoDa aDd Casaoare. 
rTbe iDbabitapts of Santa Marta obstinately refuse to co- 
operate with us. Carthaj^ena wants assistance from the 
.general government, which is at the saipe time obliged to 
provide for the defence of Popayan, which is again threat- 
ened with invasion ; and this of course increases the diffi- 
culties we should have in rescuing the unfortunate Quito 
irom thepower of her oppressors. These are the objects 
which imperiously call for the attention of the confederate 
provinces. Useless will be the declaration of our inde- 
pendence, if we have not resolution to support jt. We 
possess, within ourselves the means of attaining this gre^t 
object, and no power whatever will be strong enough to 
Conquer us if we avail ourselves of our own strength ; our 
exertions must unqs^ionably be great, and our sacrifices 
for the common cause unbounded. But such efforts are 
worthy of men raised to the dignity of a free people, and 
are absolutely necessary, since we have nothing td hope, 
^nd much to fear, from the European nations. 

'* Whether generosity, or the desire of restoring equi- 
librium among the powers of Europe, has induced Great 
Britain to make such constant and strong opposition against 
Bonaparte, and to support the cause of Spain, is yet with 
us an unsolved problem. Notwithstanding the cessions at 
Bayonne, and the torrents of blood that the French have 
shed by the war in the peninsula, Ferdinand has been re- 
stored to Spain ; and the country, now freed from the 
French, will have both the power and the will to send a 
formidable anny again to subdue us. 

'* We have, alas ! frequently felt the effects of Spanish 
perfidy and cruelty, notwithstanding the constitution by 
which the Spaniards vainly boasted they bad restored to 
every subject the natural rights of men ; — that very con- 
sUtutioQ which, though sanctiooed by oaths, mix4 proclaim-' 
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^d in every part of the Spanish settlements, has not been 
able to protect the property and lives of the Americang, t6 
shield from, insult their wiv6s and daughters, or even the 
sacred dignity of the priesthood. The decree of the king, 
dated at Valencia on the 4th of May, put an end to this 
boasted constitution. What, therefore, have those Ame* 
ricans now to expecit, whose hands are stained by the 
blood of their countrymen'? or whM, indeed, can be the 
expectation of the Spaniards, when even the cortes is de- 
clared an illegal assembly opposing the sovereignty of the 
king ? A9d.ye, hapless members of the cortes! always 
unjust towards the Americans, what are your hopes, since 
£ou are pursued as criminals guilty of high treason ; since 
the Spanish nation has returned to its former abject state, 
the throne surrounded by your enemies, who will wreak 
their wrath on your heads ! • , 

' ** Since the restoration of the Bourbons to the thrones 
of France and Spain, what avails it to us that the emperor 
of Austria may reluctantly bear the fall of his son-in-law, 
to which his arras so much contributed ; that the princes 
raised by Bonaparte's breath may repent having assisted 
to subdue the power that fanned them into being ? Or 
can it be important to us, that the English nation may have 
some feelings of compassion for our sufferings ; or that the 
riv^l nations of Europe may shortly rekindle the flame of 
war? Our safety requires that we view our situation in 
its worst light; and that we consider the cabinets of Eu- 
rope as endeavouring to fix our hapless fate. 

** When the Spaniards were shedding without mercy 
the blood of our most distinguished citizens in the name of 
Ferdinand the Seventh, and when we considered the pe- 
ninsula unable to free itself from the French, we naturally 
desired to secure our liberty and independence. Hitherto 
th6 nation has opposed our endeavours; the kinghimself 
will now send his armies to subdue us. Ferdinand's agents 

n 



y Google 



122 

will perhaps speak to us at first of the paternal benefioebct 
of kings, while we shall have to resist hosts of proffered 
amnesties^ rewards, crosses, titles, kc. intended to flatter 
our prejudices, and to lull to sleep our vigilance. Bisbop- 
ricks and other ecclesiastical dignities will be offered to 
our clergj, to engage them to espouse the king's cause ; 
but the sword will quickly be drawn, and misery in every 
«hape will be inflicted upon ut. Ye feople of New Gre- 
nada ! contemplate your fate, wni th«t of your posterity ; 
you may easily judge of it; and Jet your resolution be 
formed accordingly, and nobly. Again, we rej^eat, your 
destiny depends on your own exertions. 

** While Spain exults in having opposed Bonaparte's 
tyranny, ought we not to aim at having similar cause for 
exultation, by opposing the power they wish unduly to 
exercise over us ? Can time justify usurpation ? The 
cessions of the princes of Mexico, Ciisco, and Bogota, in 
the early period of the Spanish invasion of America, 
were not less eflected by violence than the abdications of 
Bayonne ; nor were the cruelties the Spaniards committed 
in America less provoking than the atrocities the French 
army is accused of in the Spanish war. It is neither Fer- 
dinand nor the Bourbons who alone aim at our property 
and lives ; it is the Spanish nation. — that very nation 
ivhich has lately displayed such strung features of cruelty 
in their conduct towards us. If we have the misfortune 
of falling again under the same power, every Spaniard 
will triumphantly insult us in our streets. The blessing 
of air, which is free to all, even to the brute creation — 
and agai^, those domestic enjoyments which man by 
right and nature possesses, by inclination clings to, we 
shall have to implore as boons from our tyrants. The 
produce even of our industry will become the property 
of Spain ; and when wearing the fetters of slavery, the 
sad sound of our chains will disturb the Yery ashes 0/ (mt 
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beroes, who bare firrnfy supported and bravely Mien in 
defence of our liberty and independence. Sacb is the 
melancholy, prophetic picture of the fate that awaits us, 
imless we are conquerors. 

•' The very name of our country we were not permit- 
ted, to pronounce before our revolution. To endeavour 
to possess that country, though our own by every natural 
right, has already fost us most dear. Yet the helm we 
should not forsake, lor success has often crowned our ef- 
forts! The congress liast^depted soDoe vigorous mea- 
sures^ and even sent an envoy^^ to implore the protection 
of the E^lish government— of that government, the pro- 
tector of the liberties of Europe, and which has more 
tbao once invited us to shake off the Spanish yoke. 

<' The congress relies on the exertions of the provinces!^ 
^d on their indissoluble union. 

((CAMILQ TORRES, Pretideiit. 
CRISANTO VALENZUELA, Sec 
<' Tvnja^ Itl Sept. Igl4,'» 

Notwithstanding the existing critical circumstances, the 
president of Cundinamarca, Don Bernardo Alvarez, who 
had succeeded NarinO, persisted in refusing to enter into 
the general confederation, although his refusal impeded 
the excellent measures the congress was taking for the 
defence of the country. Alvarez was at length persuad- 
ed that the voice of the province was in favour of the 
confederation ; and being spurred on by the continual 
communications on the subject, which he received from 
the general government, he deputed Don J. Lozano ta 
treat with the .congress on the union of Santa Fe. A 
treaty was concluded ; and it was agreed that the pro* 
viDce of Cundinamarca should enter into the confederal* 
lion. Alvarez refused to ratify the treaty, but proposed 
m alliance, which the congress would not accept* 
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where the congress bad again fixed its sessioos. The 
provinces of Casanare, Pamplona, Tunja, Ney va, Cho^Oi 
Popayan, Cartbagena, Mariquita, Socorro, and Antloquia* 
acted in concert with each other under the dirocttoi> of 
the general govemroent^ which now tried again to compel 
the president of Cundinamarca to acknowledge its autho-^ 
rity. That division of the army of Venezuela which, 
under the command of Urdaneta^ had retired to Cucute^ 
10 consequence of Bolivar's defeat at La Puerta, was or- 
dered to Tunja ; and, being there reinforced^ m»rched 
under the direction of Bolivar, in December, ldl4> 
against Santa Fe. The cUy was stormed, and the pris* 
cipal suburbs were already in Bolivar's p^ss^asiom whtm 
^lvare2 accepted the capitulation be pioposed. tt waii 
agreed by this capitulation, that Cundinamarea sbouM 
join the eoi^ftderate provinces^ and that it should enjoy 
the same rights and privileges they then possessed. The 
electoral college of Santa Fe then assembled, and bavit^ 
ratified the capitulation, invKed the coi^rest there to fix 
itif residence, where, soon atlier, the members ^aembled. 

The coBgieas now possessed fuU Mitfaority ; and though 
direatened by the royalists from Venexuela, ^to, and 
Santa Marta, they considered the safety of the country 
ceitain, and their means sufficient to repulse every at? 
tack. Some reforms had been made in the administra- 
tion, which favoured the unity of action, and enabled the 
government to have recourse to strong measures in cmm 
of necessity. According to these reforms, which were. 
made by three decrees, one dated the 23d of Sept^nber^ 
and the others the 21st of October, 1814, the congress 
was to be composed <^ two deputies from each provinoe, 
excepting those of Casanare, Neyva, and Choco, whichi 
being comparatively less peopled than the other provin- 
ces, were only to have one representative ; the admini*- 
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imHon of the departments of finance and war to be ex- 
clnsivelj possessed by the federal powers ; the executive 
power to be intrusted \6 three persons nominated by the 
congreas, Don M. R. ToHces, Garcia Rubira, and M. 
Pey, well known by their republican principles and dis- 
tinguished talents ; the governors of the provinces to be 
elected by their electoral colleges, but still they were to 
act as delegates of the general government in all affaiiv 
relating to the confederation. 

The confederated provinces enjoyed at that time some 
prospect of future prosperity ; and even some of the 
burdens which oppressed the people had been removed. 
Among these were the monopolies of tobacco, spiritous 
liquors, the alcabala, Ihe tribute paid by the Indians, &c 
The congress bad- invited foreigners to fix their residence 
in the confederate provinces by the decree of the 13th of 
July, 1814, offering them protection, and the means of 
exerting their industry. A manufactory of firearms 
had been established at Antioquia, one of hats at Santa 
Fe de Bogota, &c. The press was free ; many respecta- 
ble clergymen had taken part in the general cause ; and 
the opinions of those were disregarded who alleged that 
Pope Alexander the Sixth had possessed the right of tna- 
king cession of the indies to the kings of Spain. The 
botanical expedition, under the direction of the celebrated 
Mutis, had made important discoveries, and was particu- 
larly favoured by the new government. Don SidforoSe 
Mutis, Riso, Caldas, and Lozano, were preparing that 
work for publication which the premature deadi of Mutis 
liad deprived of his valuable corrections. ' 

Tbe Citizens eagerly contributed both with their pec- 
9ons and propelly to assist the government. The friars 
oi the order of St. Dominic gave likewise an example of 
patriotism, by yielding to the government a great part of 
Die silver whidi they bad for years been collecting 9Sid 
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fceapTiif .up i»tbt taMcHiaiy of Cbtqtaa^pihd^ Tlie 
gress, to preftnt tbe DMcbiiiatioi»of the SjpMNyrdfl, deere«d 
tfaeir expulsion from tbe ooofederale prOFinces till tbe 
final eBtablUhment of independence, living to Ibem at 
Uie same time tbe free disposal of tbeir property. 

The congress sent reinforcements toUie armj at Popa** 
Jin, which, under Cabal, was checking the progress of the 
xojalists. fieinfefcements were iikevrise sent undef Ui» 
daneta to protect the province of Pamplona, which tbe 
loyalists of Maracaybo had often att^pted to subdue, 
always retiring to the woods on the banks of tbe rivet 
Suiia when pursued by tbe independents. Santa Marti 
was the third territory possessed by the enemy, and Id 
this the principal force of tbe confederation was directed^ 
To have possessed Santa Marta would have largely con- 
tributed to enable the confederate provinces to resist the 
expedition then ready to sail from Cadiz under MortUo^ 
^uld it be directed against New Grenada. Bolivar had 
been appointed captain general of tbe armies of New Gre«^ 
nada and Venezuela, and commanded tbe troops directed 
against Santa Marta ; and in the preparations be made for 
this attack, he strained every nerve toiobt^in the sueoess 
he ardently desired. But the differences which arose 
in consequence of tbe opposition expressed by tbe go* 
vemment of Carthageoa to Bolivar's appointment, and hit 
too strong resentment of this opposition, which he evia- 
ced by laying siege to Cartbagena, entirely defeated the 
excellent plans formed by the congress, and rendered 
useless the exertions of tbe provinces. 

Tbe royalists effected tbe conquest of a great part of tbe 
provinces of Cartbagena, while the independent 4rQops 
were disgracefully fighting at the gates of the city to 8et> 
He their private diftrenoes; and Morilloartved just io 
time to take advantage of tbe confusion tbese civil dkiuf^ / 
baoees created. Botiv«ar cafntuialed wilb Iha^ 
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mcnl of Caftii%eiia) and bratis^ quitted the proTince ; 
but bts troops remaiBed to protect tlie city, though consi« 
derably dtminisbed by the war, and by the baneful cH- 
mate on 4he banks of the rii^er Magdakna, and in ttie vi- 
cinity of Cskrtbagena. 

Availing hioMelf of these circumstances, Moril|o besieg- 
ed Cartbagena, and the govermi»nt of Santa F6 de Bogo- 
ta bad no means of affording sutcoor to the city. Never- 
theless, great exertions were made to raise a new army lo 
repulse the attacks of the royalists, who from three difier- 
•Dt parts were invadira; the independent provinces. The 
qjembers of the government plaeed themselves at the head 
iilthe army ; «very individual exerted bis power to the 
utmost ; but the hour of triumph for the royalists had af- 
rived, and no resistance conld stop their progress. Car- 
thagena was now possessed by the royalists, and the re- 
publicans every where defeated. Notwithstanding their 
arduous fighting in the battle of Cachiri, and the succeM 
obtained at Remedios, they were completely conquer- 
ed ; and Morillo entered Santa Fe de Bogota in June, 
1816. To show the situation at that time of the royal 
army in New Grenada and Venezuela, 1 will insert a 
faithful translation of General Morillo's letter, dated Mom- 
pOT, the 7th of March, 1816. This letter is addressed 
to the minister of war in Spain, and was found, with m»* 
ny other papers, on board the schooner La Leona, bound 
to Cadiz fix)m Havanna, when captured by the privateer 
£1 Congreso from Buenos Ayres. This intercepted httcr 
was published in El IndependiefUe at Buenos Ayres. 
** To the minister of war in Spain. 
" Sir,— On my arrival at Venezuela I |^ve your excei* 
lency every necessary inicmBation respecting the tranquil- 
lity and security of tbis part of his majeety's dominions ; 
fiom Cartbageaa I did the same, and of eveiy thing rel»- 
jtegto4kevio9ie3P«lt/o(ri<ejirOi«iiada. laoinowcomj 
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pelled to eaforce the ui^nt necessity of moforoiBg tbe 
armjr under my command, and of sending fresh troops to 
Venezuela. 

" Disease having lessened my forces, and being obli- 
ged to send troops to Peru and to Puerto Rico, and to 
station others in those places lately possessed by tbe re- 
bels, the force of my army is considerably diminished. 
Indeed, I may say my army is a mere skeleton, and une- 
qual to the duty it has to perform, especially in Vene- 
zuela. 

'' When I took the island of Margarita; the rebels from 
that place emigrated to Carthagepa and to Santa Fe de 
Bogota, where they have disciplined troops to oppn^ 
us. Others went to the Antilles, expecting what has 
happened, that my forces would be lessened, and intend- 
ing to try to efiect another revolution in Cumana, Marga- 
rita, and Guaj^ana ; and in this project they are support- 
ed by tbe malecontents from France, and some specuiatofs 
from England. 

<* When I took Carthagena, the rebels emigrated to 
Aux Cayes, with the intention of uniting themselves there, 
that they might make an attack on that part of the coast 
least defended ; and, if repulsed, they were to content 
themselves with pillage, and re embark. With the colo- 
nial produce they pillage they buy muskets ; and i an^ 
informed, that they have now a deposit of at least twelve 
thousand in Port-au-Prince, as I said in my former com- 
munication. 

« By this exposition, your excellency will find, that; if 
the rebels lose extent of ground, they at least concentrate 
4heir forces, by which means they become stronger than 
we are in any point they choose to occupy. 

<< i beg of your excellency to take into consideration, 
that the force stationed at Venezuela, i^hen the people 
were iriUiog to ac^wlec^ the authority of the king, 
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Was doable Uie Dumber now emplof eU to cheek tbe rebeb ; 
and yet our troops are daily called into tbe field, tbough 
so much lessened in number and strengtb. The same ob^ 
servations may extend to New Grenada ; ^nd, as far as | 
tan observe in my march, I have reason to believe that 
the province of Carthagena may now be loyal ; 6ot the 
other provinces only wait for \he opportunity of putting 
into eiEecution their rebellious plans. The curates are 
particularly disaffected ; not one appears now attached 
to the regal government. 

*^ 1 have already expressed my wish to your eiujeilen? 
cy that missionaries should be sent out ; I now add th« 
necessity of sending both dkines and lawyeca from Spauk 
If tbe king intends again to subdue these provinces, the 
9mut measures must be taken as in the early, period of 
tiie com{Qett. 

*^ In my foroiler communioaMoR I obferred to your ex> 
cellency » ttiaf we wanted troops Ux keep ia subjecti^a 
this viceroyalty : I now repeati^ this assistance <»onot be 
dispensed with, for, though we may subdue this couotr)r, 
it is not possible to rely either on the divisions of troops 
commanded by Calzada, nor on that of tbe ranguard. ot 
the right bank of tbe river Magdalene, being composed 
of Creoles, who would probably desert and fly to Vener 
»iela, thus increasing the strength of the eocmy. These 
divisions are, nevertheless, composed of brave men, eapa^ 
ble of being disciplined ; and it would be better to send 
tbem to Peru, where they might be of greater service, 
tbough at present they will have sufficient employment 
in Antioquia, Popayan, and Chpco, all rebel provinces. 

«« These proposals are nadoj supposing that reinibrce^ 
roents will be sent immediately, as, if this be no^done, 
I cannot say what number of troops may later be requi- 
site to maintain our power here. Two points of tbe 
.^gfeatest importance are ait this moment attacked* by tbe 
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rebels of Venezuela— Margarita and Chiajana. At Mar- 
garita Ibc rebels are well commanded ; tbej arc well 
provided with every thing, and fight desperately. The 
king's troops have been obliged to act on the defensive t 
and if Bolivar should arrive with bis expedition, fitted out 
at Aux Cayes, I know not what may be the fate of Mar- 
garita, nor that of Cumana. 

^' The attack of the rebels on Margarita^ is connected 
with that on Guayana, where they are numerous, pos- 
sessing a large circuit around Angostura, the capital of 
the province, and in consequence intercepting the supply 
of cattle ; and, probably, may compel the garrison of 
Angostura to surrender without fighting, because, in that 
city, there is a party for the insurgents. I considered 
the province of Guayana of so much importance, that I 
Tentured once to observe to bis majesty at Madrid, that 
Guayana once lost, Caraccas and Santa Fe de Bogota 
irere in da»g«r; And I beg of your excellency to refer 
to the maps, and observe the rivers Orenocco, Apure, and 
Meta, which are much more navigable than I conceived 
they were before I quitted Madrid. The same observa- 
tions may extend to many rivers in Los Llanos, which the 
rebels having full command of, cut ys off from all com- 
munication with their banks, where is cattle of every de- 
scription, and from whence the towns situate on the 
mountains an supplied. 

" The rebels in Venezuela hdre adopted the plan of 
carrying on the war by their guerillas, who are strong 
and numerous ; and in this they imitate the plan pursued 
in Spain in the last war ; and if Bolivar, or any other chief 
in estimation among them, would take the command of 
these guerillas, they might act vigorously. 

<' It is thought in Spain, that the spirit for revolt in this 
country is confined to a few ; but it is necessary that your 
excellency should in this be undeceived. In Venezuel9(« 
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especially, it is general. I do not think that in this 
▼iceroyaltj so strong an inclination for rebellion exists ; 
yeX I still must insist en the necessity of an increase of 
troops, the garrison of Cartbagena suffering much from 
disease ; and it is necessary that the military force sta- 
tioned at Netv Grenada should be double what it was in 
!he middle of last century. 

". If we lose Margarita, the insurgents will fortify it ; 
and they will interrupt, by their pirates, our commerce 
in the Mexican Gulf. It will then be necessary to send 
an expedition to reconquer Margarita ; and if Guayana be 
subdued, the difficulties to reconquer it will be still great- 
er. The rebels of Casanare and Tunja will join them ; 
and should the peninsula of Paraguana be attacked, in 
the department of Coro, there will be little to hope for 
the king's troops. But these dangers will no longer ex- 
ist if we receive reinforcements, which in their way 
might conquer Margarita, and that part of the coast nm? 
possessed by the insurgents. 

*' I do not wish to add to his majeSty^s anxiety, but 
only to draw a faithful picture of what is passing in this 
country, to show the necessity of redoubling our efforts 
to secure what, with great anxiety, we have already at- 
tained. By the blessing of Providence we have been en* 
abled to support hunger, and deprivations of every kind ; 
yet how can we flatter ourselves that we shall be always 
thus blessed ? As so much is already done towards sub- 
duing these countries, it is very desirable that men, guns, 
^nd ammunition be immediately sent, that we may make 
a final blow, and obtain full possession of them. It is 
necessary to direct our principal efforts against Venezue- 
la. From this country the adjacent provinces are supplied 
with officers, who are the most enterprising and best in- 
structed men in Terra Firma. It is therefore necessary 
that the troops stationed in Venezaela should be numerous. 



ed by Google 



I3i 

because the division at Barinas migbt be called, for io 
Migencies at Santa F*. God preserve jodr excellency. 

M PABLO MOKILLO. 
^ Hiiad duarters, at Mompoz, 
7th March, 1816.'» 

In another letter to the minister of war, MoriQo 6aj$| 
that he has reinstated > the royal audiencia of Caraccas, 
according to the orders he bad received from the king; 
but observes thdt this measure will be ruinous to the in- 
terests of Spain ; because, as the revolt in Venezuela ii 
ht from being quelled, the government of that country 
ought to be wholly military. Morillo observes alsoy that 
the municipalities are invested with too much power, and 
may in consequence do much against the regal interest, 
their members being South Americans. He advises a 
retrenchment of the power of the municipalities, such 
|)ower having been only granted by the laws of Indies, in 
consideration that the municipalities were then composed 
of the conquerors and settlers. He concludes : 

•' Few persons can more strongly feel than Ido, that 
a military government is the most despotic and worst of 
any known form of governn^ent. It is the mosl tyranni- 
cal and destructive ; but it is the most energetic, and that 
which the rebels have adopted.' Indeed, wh^t other go- 
vernment can suit a country whose inhabitants prove that 
they bear very reluctantly the rule of a sovereign — a 
country in which the rebels possess yet some points, and 
in which all is war, desolation, jand horror? When the 
provinces of Spain were invaded, all exclaimed for a 
nilitary government. Undoubtedly the error was in 
those who, unacquainted with these countries, and listen- 
ing to the rebels' emissaries, thought that the king's troops 
bad only to appear, and to act with clemency, to secure 
the pc^ssession of these provinces, whose inhabitants 
would bless the day in which so much happiness has been 
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Ijfanted to them. Margarita, Cumana, and Barcelona, 
have proved the falsity of these opinions. 

" At the present time the restrictions laid on the chiefs 
by the laws of Indies are almost useless, especially in 
Venezuela. The South Americans will not obey Euro- 
peans, and still less, Spaniards. Tbey wish to be go- 
verned by their own countrymen ; and if they yield to 
circumstances, and obey the king, it is only in expecta- 
tion of happier times. 

** Every province In America demands a diflerent mode 
• of government. What is good at Santa Fe de Bogota is 
bad in ^Venezuela, notwith^anding that they are neigh- 
bouring provinces. In Santa Fe there arc but few blacks 
and mulattoes ; in Venezuela a considerable part of the 
white population has perished in the revcrfution. The 
inhabiUnts of Santa F^ are timid; those of Venezuela 
bold and sanguinary. In Santa F^ much has been pub- 
-lished during the revolution, and the learned haVe ruled 
all with their pens ; but in Caraccas they displayed ear- 
lier the naked sword. From this dissimilarity of cha- 
racter arises the different opposition we have met with ; 
but in their dissimulation and perfidy, the people in all 
the provinces resemble each other. Probably, in this 
viceroyalty, the inhabitants would not have opposed so 
firmly the king's troops, had not many from Venezuela 
come to support them. It was, spurred on by them, that 
Carthagena resisted so strenuously. The division of the 
army that attacked Zaragoza and Remedios has opposed 
many troops disciplined by these insurgents. The go- 
vernment of Antioquia has already twice proclaimed la 
guerra a muerte^ and has skilfully fortified the defiles of 
the province by engineers from Venezuela. It was by 
the activity of the same insurgents that Santa Fe was ob* 
liged to submit to the congress, and received their san- 
guinary ideas. All is effected by the rebels from Vene- 

n 
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eitela. They are like ferocious beasts when they ^t ui 
their own country ; and if they get able commanders, it 
will require many year^ to subdue them, and e?en then 
It will be done at the expense of much blood and consi- 
dbrable sums of money. 

" When I arrived in Venezuela, commanding bis ma- 
jesty's army, 1 was seized with horror wh^n 1 beard of 
the number of killed In each engagement, whether gained 
or lost ; and i conceived that this profusion of blood was 
the effect of the resentment of two parties aiming at each 
other, I then displayed that clemency so much recom- 
mended by the king, which was unbounded. What has 
been the effect of my clemency ? New revolutions and 
new treachery. And If the people submit when peace Is 
restored in this viceroyalty. It will be only to wait for a 
better opportunijty for revolt. But to subdue this people 
more troops are required, as I have repeatedly observed 
to your excellency, and that the captain-general of Vene* 
zuela be invested with military power ; and, be assured, 
this is not the work of a day, but must be the result of 
much perseverance and activity. It is a war ferocious 
like that of blacks against whites* 

« MORILLO.^ 
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CHAPTER 111. 

Revolution of Carihagena.-^ssembHng of the junta.-^ 
Attempt of^ regiment El Fixo to dissolve thejuntaj^ 
The assemhling of the convefOion, and the formation of 
a constitution.-^fVar with the royalists of Santa Marta^ 
—Siege and tc^it^ of Carthagena by MorUlo. 

THE province of Carthagena is divided into six de- 
partments ; Carthagena, Tolu, San Benito, Mompox, and 
Simiti. The population of the province amounts to two 
hundred and ten thousand persons, that of the capital to 
sixteen thousand. 

Intelligence having reached Carthagena of the revolu- 
tion in Santa Fe de Bogota, a junta was formed on th6 
Bth of August, 1810. This junta was composed of the 
members of the municipalltj, the deputies elected by the 
people, and of the deputFes sent by the other municipali* 
ties of the province. Don J. M. Garcia Toledo, was the 
president first appointed by the junta. Don J. M. del 
Real, Garcia Toledo, who was elected a second time, 
^nd Don Y. Cavero, successively obtained this appoint* 
m^nt The junta acknowledged the supreme authority of 
the regency of Spain, but on this condition, that the ad- 
ministration of the interior government of the province 
should belong to the natives. Regardless, however, of 
this condition, the regency nominated a Spanish governor 
for Carthagena, whom the junta did not receive, though 
they acknowledged willingly the authority of the cortes. 
This acknowledgment, however, was made, subject to 
the same restrictions as the acknowledgment of the re- 
gency, and that the province of Carthagena should be 
represented in the cortes according to its population^ 
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Neither the first regency nor the cortes acquiesced in th^ 
proposals of the junta of Carthagena ; and this province 
was therefore considered disloyal. 

The junta made a decree to fix the mode of electing the 
members ; the number was reduced to twelve from the 
first of January, 1811. A court of judicature, and a 
committee for the financial department, were then formed. 
The police was in the hands of the municipalities, and 
the gavernment of the province appertained solely to the 
junta. 

A Spanish officer took umbrage in consequence of ha- 
ting been imprisoned some days for neglecting to comply 
with an order of the junta. It happened at the same time 
that this assembly was debating on the necessity of ma- 
king some reforms in the regiment El Fixo^ stationed in 
the city, to which a new commander was to be appointed. 
Don B. Gutierrez availed himself of this opportunity, and' 
endeavoured to persuade his brother officers to petition 
the junta against the removal of their colonel » which 
they determined on doing ; and Ihe petition was on tte 
eve of being presented, when Gutierrez, observing the 
dissatisfaction of the regiment, determined to obtain his 
end by dispersing the junta. The conspirators resolved 
to have four of the members executed, and to send the 
others to Spain. Gutierrez accordingly put himself at the 
bead of the troops on the 4tb of February, 1811, and 
was proceeding to the bouse where the junta was assem- 
bled. The people of Carthagena, alarmed at the unex- 
pected appearance of the troops, rushed into the streets 
to defend the government. The junta then employed a 
respectable old man, Lieutenant-General Narvaez, who 
was much respected by the troops and people, to inquire 
the cause of the discontent of the military. Having lis- 
tened to their grievances, Narvaez appeased them with 
promises, and they retired to their barracks. The junta 
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then granted a pardon to the ^oops, and banished the lead- 
ers of the faction. 

The people of Carthagena accused the members of the 
junta of having ambitious views, and observed that they ac- 
knowledged the sovereignty of the cortes of Spain with- 
out obeying their decrees. There were likewise other 
causes of discontent Thc^junta had been under the ne* 
cessity of attacking the town of Mompox : after Mompox 
was subdued, the junta decreed that many df its inhabit- 
ants should be arrested, and banished others, contrary to 
the wishes and opinion of the province at large. Don 
Gabriel Pineres, a native of Mompox, contrived to raise 
t party against the junta, by circulating reports unfavour- 
able to the members, and by showing great liberality at 
Carthagena. The scheme succeeded ; the people of Car- 
tagena assembled, on the 11th of November, 1811, in 
considerable numbers, before the hoiise in which the jua- 
ta held its sessions, and loudly demanded that indepen- 
dence from Spain should be proclaimed, the inquisition 
abolished, the prisoners from Mompox released* and 
that a convention should be assembled to form a constttur 
tion for the province. The junta, which was at that time 
. debating on the subject of their independence^and had in 
consequence sent circular letters asking (be advice of the 
municipalities, did not object to the ^t deq^and of the 
people ; the secpnd was a matter of cour^ after the de- 
claration of independence ; and the third and fourth were 
considered just, and likewise granted. The acts decla* 
ring their independence were passed, aad the manifesta 
making known the reasons for it soon after published^ 

In the following January, 1812, the province assem* 
bled a convention, which was composed of thirty-four 
deputies, elected according to the population of the pro^ 
vince. 

12* 



y Google 



138 

The coDYcntioti published, on the 14th of June, 1812, 
a constitution peculiarly formed for Carthagena ; from 
which 1 shall make an extract, as it maj give an idea of 
the internal government planned for the different provin- 
ces of New Grenada. This constitution, published by the 
convention, consisted of fifteen chapters, titulot; the form 
of elections is prescribed ; the rights of the citizens estab* 
lished ; the extent was fixed of the authority of the pro* 
Tincial power ; the liberty of the press granted, &c. The 
importation of slaves was prohibited ; and the legislative 
boidy was to form a plan to raise a fund for the manumis- 
ftion of the slaves in the province. The legislative body 
was to consist of the representatives of the province, smd, 
to facilitate their proceedings, was to be divided into two 
departments, > salcLs; the executive power to be intrusted 
to a president, who was to have two counsellors. The 
se^te was appointed to watch over the exact fulfilment 
of* the laws, and the general convention was to be com* 
posed of the president of the state, of the two counsellors, 
the senate, the legislative body, and the supreme court of 
judicature. The general convention was to assemble, if 
convened by the president, in urgent cases. The oflSce 
of president was to last three years ; and D. M. R. Tori* 
ces was the first person intrusted wkb it. The convene 
tion-'put into circulation paper money to the amount of 
fifteen thousaiijd Spanibh dollars, which was increased in 
the course of two years to near one milHoni The cause 
of this paper circulation was, that the finances of the pro- 
vince of Carthagena were not sufficient for the expenses 
of the new government. Before the revolution, Cartha* 
fena received annually from Santa^Fe de Bogota supplies 
of money to defray the expenses of the troops, navy, &c.; 
but since the revolution, Carthagena not having these 
supplies, there remained for the new government no me- 
thod of supplying those expenses, which had increased. 
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except tiie circulation of paper money. Tbh produced 
very bad eflfects; for very little hope was entertained^ 
either in the town or province, of that amelioration in 
their fate which they had expected from a change in the 
government They began to grow weary of the revolu- 
tion, which, among many other evils, had occasioned that 
of suspension of commerce, the principal soutce from 
which <^artfaagena derived prosperity* 

The royalists of the neighbouring proTince of Santa 
Marta, seeing this state of Carthagena, hastened to attack 
the province, and, though they were repulsed at Mompox, 
they succeeded in getting possession of the departmeati 
of Tolu and San Benito, under the command of the Span- 
iard Rebuatillos, in October, 181^. The alarm at Car- 
thagena increased, Venezuela being at that time in the 
power of Monteverde, and the general depression occa* 
sioned by the earthquake of Caraccas having extended to 
Santa F^ de Bogota, and the other provinces of New 
Grenada possessed by the independents. The alarm waa 
heightened when intelligence of the war carried on be- 
tween the congress of New Grenada and Narino was re- 
ceived at Carthagena^ whither the royalists were proceed- 
ing in triumph. 

The English frigate the Garland arrived at that time at 
Carthagena, bearing despatches for the governor from 
the English admiral at Jamaica. The admiral proposed to 
the government of Carthagena to make an amicable ar- 
rangement with Don Benito Perez, the viceroy appointed 
by the Spanish government for New Grenada^ then resid- 
ing at Panama, warning Carthagena, in case of a refusal^ 
of an attack from the Spanish- forces. The admiral t»fier- 
ed the Garland to convey^the deputiet from Carthagena to 
Panama, if the government acquiesced in bis proposals. 

The governor, Don M. Rodriguez Torices, in conse- 
quence of tfie impeitding danger, adopted the following 
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meaauKfl: Don J. M. del Real and Don G. Pineres were 
appointed to tieat with the viceroy, and, having accepted 
the ofifer of the English adooiral, they embariced for Cha- 
gres, to proceed from thence to Panama. Don A. Gu- 
iierrez Moreno sailed for the West-India islands, with in- 
structions to engage officers to serve in the army of Car- 
thagena ; he carried with him letters of marque, which 
were to be offered to those who wished to fit out priva- 
teers under the colours of the i%pubKc of Carthagena, 
blue, white, and yellow. The army was disciplined by 
officers who had emigrated from Caraccas, and divided 
into two bodies, under the command of a Spaniard, Don 
M. Cortes Campomanes, and a French officer, Labattu. 

The envoys, del Real and Pineres, were put into con^ 
finement as soon as they reached Panama ; and it was 
only by the mediation of the English admiral, that they 
were permitted to embark after eight weeks' imprison- 
ment, the viceroy pretending that they were spies. Gutier- 
rez Moreno succeeded in sending to Carthagena many 
officers and some privateers, which had ij\|ured greatly 
tiie commerce of Spain. Cortes Campomanes reconquer- 
ed the departments of San Benito and Tolu. Labattn 
dispossessed the royalists of San Antonio, £1 Penon, 
Guaymaro,and other fortified points on the banks of the 
fiver Magdalena. 

The island of Mompoz is formed by the river Magda- 
lena dividing into two branches, which fall into the Cauca. 
The united streams enter the sea by three mouths, Boca 
Vieja, Boca Principal, and theCienega de Santa Marfa. 
The Cienega de.Sdnta Marta is a lake seven leagues long 
and two broad : not &r from its banks is the .city of 
Santa Marta. Labattu embarked his troops in the ]ake» 
and having defeated the gun-boats that defended it, land^ 
ed at the village called La Cienega, and advanced to 
SaoU Malta, which be took on the 6th of January, IttlS. 
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The rojalists could now have been eastif dispbn«M«i 
of the province of Rio-bacfaa, vrliicb^had It been effiecled, 
would have firmi/ established the power of the iiKlepen<» 
deDts. But Labattu behaved towards the inhabitaots of 
Santd Marta in so impolitic a manner, that they revoked 
agiinst him, though there was a considerable party for 
independence. Labattu might have successfully opposed 
the revolt, the harbour, which was protected by a fri* 
gate, many gun-boats, and other ships of war, being 
wiiolly in bis powier ; but he thought only of embarking 
for Carthagena, learing Santa Marta in the power of the 
royalists, who now received reinforcements from Porto* 
belo, Havanna, and Maracaybo. 

The government of Carthagena equi]yped another ex- 
pedition for the purpose of invading Santa Marta, and 
gave the command of it to Chatillon, a French tiffioer. 
This brave officer attacked the royalists at Papares ; btit 
he was completely repulSied, taken prisoner, and put to 
death. A third expedition was fitted out under Labattu, 
which again failed, and Carthagena then rested satisfied 
with defending the frontiers, and the navigation of the 
river Magdalena, whh:h had before that period been 
much interrupted, and latterly, was quite intercepted by 
thfi royalists. Nothing of importance occurred from the 
end of 1813 till the middle oflSld, when the civil war 
arose between Bolivar and Castillo, which was succeed* 
ed by General Morillo besieging Carthagena. Before 
this time the privateers had protected tlie commerce of 
Carthagena, and the sources of prosperity were again 
opened by means of foreign commerce, and of that car- 
ried on with the interior provinces of Santa Fd de Bogo- 
ta, which enabled the government to recall the paper 
money. 

The city of Carthagena is divided into two parts — the 
city, properly so called, and Qimani. The city is sor* 
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romided by a tliick, high w«H ; OioMoi is ba^t ui a se»f- 
eircular fonn, if fortified tn front by a strong wall, and is 
united to the city by a bridge built over the ditch ; both 
sides oi the ditch are fortified by staccadoes, which join 
the walls of Gimani to the city. On the east of Cartha- 
gena is built a fort, called San Felipe Barajas, situate ob 
a bill overlooking Gimani. The batteries on the hill La- 
popa^ cominand the fort, and protect the environs of 
Cartbagena, being about one hundred and €^y yards dis- 
tant. On the north side of Lapopa is a lake, near a 
league in circutnference, named Tesca, which communi- 
cates with the ditch of Cartbagena, and ^with the sea on 
the north. The bay of Cartbagena is three leagues in 
extent, and is formed by the coast of Boca Grande, the 
island of Bocachica, the island of Bam, and tlie coast of 
Pasacaballos; By Boca Grande it communicates with 
the sea, and is defended by a fort, but now abandoned, 
because only small ships can enter ; by Bocachica it is 
defended by the forts San Fernando, £1 Adgel, and 
Sanjose ; it communicates likewise with, the sea by £1 
Cano del Estero, and by the*lake Tesca. 

Morillo fixed his bead quarters at Turbaco, four leagues 
east of Cartbagena, and formed a line on that side of the 
city, between La Costa de la Boquilla and that of Pasa- 
caballos. On the 11th of November, 1815, the royalists 
attacked Lapopa, which was defended by Colonel Soub-^ 
let ; they likewise made an attack on that part of La 
Costa Grande which was defended by a detachment sta- 
tioned there. At Lapopa they were repulsed with con- 
siderable loi^, but succeeded in dispossessing the inde- 
pendents of La Costa Grande. They now placed batte- 
ries at Albomos and Pastelillo ; and by means of gun- 
boats which they had introduced into the bay by £1 Cano 
del Estero, they intercepted all communication between 
Uie town and the forts which defended Bocachica, thus 
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depriving the besieged of the means of receiving pvovi* 
sions^ as they bad before done, through Boca Grande* The 
eitj was twice bombarded. 

The government of Carthagena determined, in a gene- 
ral meeting, convened on the 13th of October, to pat the 
province under the protection of the English government, 
sending despatches to that effect to London, and to the 
governor of Jamaica. Mr. Hisiop, an English merchant, 
was the bearer of them. Provisions failed in the interim ' 
at Carthagena, and the deaths by famine amounted dailjTi 
in the beginnipg of December, to one hundred persons. 
The government resigned all hopes of getting supplies of 
provisions, and resolved to evacuate the city. More than 
two thousand persons left Carthagena on the 6th of De* 
cember in eleven ships j most of them armed vessels. The 
attack the royalists made upon them being successfully 
opposed, they aachored.at Bocachica, and having receiv* 
ed on board the garrison of Bocachica, they again sailed* 
The royalists entered the city the next day. 

I translate the following description from the official 
communication of the Captain-General Montalvo to the 
Spanish government : ** The horrible appearance of the 
city is scarcely to be described : the streets, and even 
the houses, were heaped up with dead bodies, or with 
those who were expir'mg ; the atmosphc^re was in a pesti- 
lential state, which nearly stopped respiration; groans 
and lamentations assailed our ears.'* 

In one of the intercepted letters, dated Carthagena, 
February 28, 181^, Montalvo complains of General A{o 
rillo not having delivered to him the command of the city 
of Carthagena till the 11th of December, and of having 
omitted until the 5th of January to gi^ve him notice of 
name rebels having been arrested at Carthagena after the 
^capture of the city. Morillo sent to Montalvo a list of the 
prisoners, intimating that they ought to be tried by the 
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permanent council of the army. Jlontalvo conmiUed his 
assessor Vierna, who gave bis opinioo that ihey ought to 
be tried by a commoo council of war, wbicb was accord- 
ingly assembled, and this council condemned them to 
death. Viema then advised the captain-general to sus- 
pend the execution of the sentence, which ought to be 
done according to article 3, titulo 5, trattado 8, de las 
ordenanzas. Montalvo did not approve this counsel. He 
then consulted the Oidores, Jurado, and Cabrera, who 
were of opinion that, with respect to the manner of pro- 
.ceeding in the trial, Vierna had not advised according to 
the laws. Nevertheless, Don M. CastiMo, Garcia Toledo, 
Ayos; M. Granadqs, M. Amador, M. Portocarrero, M. 
Anguiano, M. Angulo, and S. Stewart, were executed on 
the 24th of January. Montalvo assigns many reasons^ for 
having ordered their execution, adding, that it would have 
been scandalous H these rebels had been sent to Spam, 
when Mortllo had ordered* the execution of others less 
criminal. He then concludes ; ** I repeat to your excel- 
lency, that I am perhaps the only chief in Spanish Ame- 
rica whose conduct has been so humane ; these are the 
first rebels- whose ei^ecution i have ordered. Unfortu- 
nately the war now presents so.direful an aspect, that it 
is not easy to foresee its termination. All might have 
been prevented in the beginning ; perhaps then to have 
punished the heads of the revolution would have been suf- 
ficient, and peace might have been restored by a steady 
conduct, politic measures, and mildness in the cbie6, 
which always sooner or later produce good effects. 

*< I bad sufficient reason in 1813 and ISH, when this 
viceroyalty and Venezuela were nearly lost, to have 
treated with severity the cities of Santa Marta and Jlio- 
hacha, whose inhabitants appeared frequently inclined to 
join in the insurrection ; yet, without troops, money, or 
any assistance, I was successful m curbing in their infan* 
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ej these dispositions for reVoIt. The rojal autboriti^ 
were looked up to with respect, and obejed, and those 
most iDclined to rebellion became faithful subjects : both 
provinces are now much attached ,to the king's govern- 
ment. All this was effected hy perseverance, manage- 
ment, and firmness ; but not one execution did I ever or- 
tier. 

*^ Still, to use clemencj with those who have com- 
manded the armies which opposed the sovereigQ*s forces^, 
•r with those who contributed strongly to overthrow the 
legitimate authorities, and who have supported enthusias- 
tically the revolution, would be, I conceive, a most impo* 
}itic stepr 

«tMONTALVO,»» 



13 
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PART IIL 

REVOLUTION OF BUENOS ATRES AND CHILK 

CHAPTER I. 

Revolutum of Buenos Ayres. — EstablishmerU of the junta. 
— War Tvith the royalists. — Divisions in the junta,-^ 
Siege of Montevideo, — Treaty with the Portuguese,--' 
New form ofgooemment adopted. — Taking of Monte' 
video, — Expedition <f the Buenos Ayres cruisers to the 
South Sea, — Meeting of $ve Congress^ and Declaration 
of Independence. — Invasion by the Portuguese, 

The twenty provinces of Rio de la Plata are bounded 
by the Brazils, Peru, Chili, and Patagonia. Some of 
these are situate on the Andes, and are therefore called 
high provinces. The others in the low country are de- 
nominated low provinces. The high provinces are Moxos 
and Chiquitos, Apolobamba, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, La 
Paz, CoChabamba, Carangas, Misque, Paria, Charcas, 
Potosi, and Atacama ; the low provinces, Tarija, Salta, 
Paraguay, Tucuman, Cordova, Cuyo, Entrerios, Monte- 
video or Banda Oriental, and Buenos Ayres. The popu- 
lation of these provinces amounts to one million three huor 
dred thousand persons. In Buenos Ayres, which is the 
capital, there are sixty thousand inhabitants. 
The junta of Buenos Ayres commenced its sessions on 
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the 26th of May, 1810. The junta deputed ^n J. S. 
Passo to coounuiiicate to the people of Montevideo the 
revolution which had taken place in Buenos Ayres. An 
assembly being convened at Montevideo, the people de* 
clafed their willingness to support the new government 
of Buenos Ayres ; but the Spaniards, desirous of opposing 
it, landed the troops * which were on board the Spanish 
vessels ; and this gave strength to the royal party in &e 
town. 

The junta was likewise opposed by the Spanish chie& 
at Paraguay, Cordova, and Chuquisaca. These chie&, as- 
sisted by the last viceroys, Don B. H. de Cisn^ros, and 
the members of the audiencia, had planned to overthrow 
the junta. The ex-viceroy Liniei^ raised an army of two 
thousand men, and laid waste the environs of the city 
of Cordova, to prevent the approach of the troops of the 
junta. The viceroy and the members of the audiencia 
being discovered to have entered into the plot, were ex- 
iled, and embarked for the Canary Islands. Colonel 
Ocampo was c appointed commander of the forces from 
Buenos Ayres, and attacked Liniers, whom he took pri- 
soner. Liniers had previously been deserted by his own 
troops. Concha, who had been the late governor of Cor- 
dova, Liniers, Allende, Moreno, and Rodriguez, who ha4 
been the principal opposers of the revolution in tiiat part, 
were all executed on El Monte de los Papagallos, 

Mr. Elliott, commander of an English ship of war, de- 
clared for the royalists, and even opposed the commerce 
of Buenos Ayres. The junta having complained of Mr. 
Elliott's conduct to Lord Strangford, his Britannic ma- 
jesty's ambassador at Rio Janeiro, Mr. Elliott received 
orders to abstain from any interference between the roy- 
alists and the new government. 

The junta of Buenos Ayres, conscious of the advanta- 
ges which would result from the provinces of Chili join- 
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ing in the revolution, sent to Santiago Don A. A. Jonte, 
a person well acquainted with the inhabitants of that capi- 
la], with instructions to endeavour to hasten the deposi- 
tion of the Spanish governors. When the revolution took 
place, Jonte remained in Santiago as charge d'afffaires 
from the government of Buenos Ayres, and in that ca- 
pacity he succeeded in persuading the junta of Chili to 
^ive to Buenos Ayres the assistance of 300 troops in one 
pf the critical periods of the last government. 

The army under Ocampo received a considerable rein- 
forcement, with orders to march to the high provinces, £f 
j!fto Peni,. where the royalists, commanded by Colonel 
Cordova, had assembled. Don A. Balcarce, major-gen- 
eral in Ocampo's army, succeeded in defeating them in 
two different engagements fought at Santiago, Cotagaitya« 
and Tupizaw Cordova and Nieto, who was the president - 
•of the audiencia of Chuquisaca, were taken prisoners, and 
jihot. In consequence of these victories,, the Alto Peru, 
as far as the river Desaguadero, which is the boundary , 
of the viceroyalty of Peru and Buenos Ayres, was wholly 
occupied by the army from Buenos Ayres. This army 
iras increased to the number of five thousand, and the 
command given to Brigadier Balcarce. Castelli, a mem- 
ber of the junta, accompanied the army as its representa* 
tive, and as general governor of the Alto Peru. 

The army, thus reinforced, was on the eve of invading 
th^t part of Peru which was governed by the Spanish 
viceroy Abascal ; but the invasion was suspended in con- 
sequence of Castelli receiving proposals from the munici- 
pality of Lima for a suspension of hostilities, that they 
might propose terms of peace ; and the munici{>ality sent 
at the same time the eleven different proposals which 
had been presented to the cortes by the representatives 
of Spanish America ; aiysl holding it for certain that these 
proposals had been acceded to by the cortes, they offered 



y Google 



149 

tbem as the t>a8i8 of terms for peace. Castelli sent the 
commuDicatioDS he received to the junta, and in the mean 
time concluded an armistice frith Goyeneche, general of 
the royalist army. 

Considering all danger removed on the side of Peru, 
the junta sent eight hundred men under Don M. Belgrano 
to oppose Velasco, the Spanish governor of Paraguay, 
who had raised an army to attack Buenos Ayres. The 
army of Paraguay, commanded by Don N. Yedros, en- 
gaged the troops from Buenos Ayres on the banks of the 
river Tacuari, and defeated them. After this check Bel- 
grano desired to enter into a treaty with Paraguay. A 
conference was held between Yedros and Belgrano : the 
result was, that Belgrano was allowed to retreat without 
molestation. In the following year the inhabitants of La 
Assumpcion del Paraguay deposed the governor Velasco, 
and formed a junta rodependent of the authority of that 
of Buenos Ayres, but entered into an alliance with it. 

The only powerful enemy the junta of Buenos Ayres 
had now to fear, was Don F. X. Elio, who had been ap- 
pointed by the regency of Spain captain-general of the 
provinces of Rio de la Plata, and ruled in that capacity 
over the province of Montevideo, or La Banrfa Oriental^c 
Don J. Artigas, a native of Montevideo, and captain ia 
the service of the royalists, having some cause of dissatis* 
faction with the governor of the Colonia del Sacramento, 
determined to abandon the royal cause. He acconling* 
ly applied to the government of Buenos Ayres in the be- 
ginning of 1811, and obtained assistance of arms and 
ammunition for the purpose of exciting revolt in La Ban- 
da Oriental. The junta ordered, besides, that the troops 
which had withdrawn from Paraguay should proceed to . 
La Banda Oriental to co-operate with Artigas, who com- 
manded the guerrillas ; and the command of the army 
was given to Rondeau, a South American officer, who 
13* 
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lad been made prisoner hy the English at Montevideo, la 
1807. He vras then brought to England, from whence 
he went to Spain, and served some time in the war in 
the peninsula. Artigas and Rondeau succeeded in de« 
feating, several times, the royalists, and particularly in the 
battle of Las Piedras, in May, 1811, in which the Spa- 
nish troops defending La Banda Oriental were made pri*' 
soners, with their chief. The patriots then reached tl^ 
walls of Montevideo, and having received reinforcements 
from Buenos Ayres, they determined to besiege the 
town. 

In the junta there were two parties : Don C. Saave* 
dra, the president of the junta, was at the head of one, 
and Doctor Moreno, the secretary, at the head of the 
ether. Morena accused Saavedra of ambitious views ; 
and he, in return, reproached Moreno with being a ring- 
leader of the rabble. Saavedra, wishing to counteract 
Moreno's party, decreed that those who were nckninated 
by the provinces to form a general congress should have 
seats in the established junta, whose members Hius be- 
came very numerous. This scheme succeeded ; and Mo- 
reno, who did not retain his influence, renounced his 
place. The junta sent him afterwards as a deputy to 
England, with instructions to ask the protection of the 
British government ; but he died on his passage. 

These dissentions in the junta spread to the army, and 
produced there likewise two parties. The army was ent 
camped at Guaqui and Yaraicoragua, and was divided 
into three corps, commanded by Colonels Diasvelez and 
Viamont, and Brigadier Balcarce, who was the command- 
er in chief. Diasvelez and Balcarce had declared for 
' Moreno's party, and Viamont fer Saavedra's. Goye- 
oeche, conscious of these dissentions, attacked Dia«- 
vefez on the 20tb of July, 1811, although the armistice 
still existed. Diasvelez, not being supported by the 
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other divisions, v<ras easily conquered ; and the news of 
his defeat occasioned the dispersion of (be remaining 
troops. Goyenecbe took possession of El Alto Peru ; 
and Viamont and Puyredon, president of the audiencia 
of Chuquisaca, who had been chosen by the troops to 
command them in preference to tbeir fornier leaders, 
withdrew to the proviijce of Salta, 

Goyenecbe was not successful in quelling the insur- 
rection in the difierent provinces which the last victorjr 
had placed under bis command. Cochabamba, Chayan^- 
ta, and Santa Cruz de la Sierra, were overrun by bands 
of guerrillas, who greatly molested the royal troops, and 
prevented Goyenecbe from proceeding in his victorious 
career. Goyenecbe, enraged at these difficulties, adopt- 
ed the plan of shooting all the prisoners, and every par- 
tisan of the revolution who fell into bis power ; but, not- 
withstanding the general horror which such a measure 
produced, be could not overcome the guerriHas, nor pe" 
netrate into the low country. Saavedra, being appointed 
commander in chief, received orders to raise a new 
army, and accordingly set out with muskets and officers. 

Saavedra's enemies took advantage of bis absence to 
get him. deposed. They accused him of ambition, arbir 
trary measures, and, above all, of having biassed the 
junta to decree, on the 6th of April, 1811, the exile of 
Larrea, Pena^ Posadas, and others, who opposed the abuse 
«>f his power. Tbey alleged, in support of a pbange in the 
form of government, that the junta being too numerous, 
its decisions were slow, and^ consequently, inadequate 
to save the country in its present crisis. The munici- 
patHty then convened a, meeting of the inhabitants in Sep- 
tember of the same year ; and in this meeting it was 
Agreed that a new government shoald be formed, cenh> 
posed of only three members and two secretaries. Don 
M* Sarratea, Don F. Chiclana, and Don J. J. Passo, w^r^ 
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elected members of the government ; Don B. Riyadayia, 
and Don J. Perez, secretaries. Some regulations, known 
,bj the name of El EstatuUo^ were also made to point out 
to the government the manner and order in which, their 
members were to be reneyved. According to this regu* 
lation, a meeting, composed of the deputies of the muni- 
cipalities of the provinces, was to be held every six 
months, one member being to vacate his seat at the expi- 
ration of every six months ; and these deputies were ap- 
pointed to elect his successor. The liberty of the press 
was established, and a junta was to be named every year 
to protect it. This junta and the municipality were to 
decide exclusively on any infractions on the liberty of 
the press. 

The siege of Montevideo was carried on successfully 
by Artigas and Rondeau. The captain-general Elio, 
finding himself unable for a longer resistance, implored 
the protection of the Portuguese government in the Bra- 
zils. All the influence which the Princess Charlotte, 
sister to Ferdinand the Seventh, had with the minister 
Souza, was exerted on this occasion ; and by her ma- 
nagement the Portuguese government decrded to give 
£lio the support of four thousand men. The Princess 
Charlotte assisted Elio besides with money, and even 
sent him some of her jewels. General Souza, brother 
to the minister, commanded the Portuguese troops ^ and 
although they marched to Montevideo, Elio made propo- 
sals of peace to the government of Buenos Ay res, and 
terms were agreed upon in November, 1811. Accord- 
ing to these terms, the Portuguese were to retire to tbeir 
own territory, and the troops from Buenos Ayres were 
to evacuate La fianda Oriental as far as the river Uru- 
guay. The siege of Montevideo was accordingly raised^ 
but the Portuguese did not withdraw their troops ^ they 
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oven committed hostilities in the territory of Rio de- tar 
Plata. 

The army of Peru suffered at this period anotbei' de* 
feat at Rio-Nazareno, near Suipacba ; and General Triai* 
tan, who commanded the vanguard of the royaibts, took 
possession of the province of Salta. The government of 
Buenos Ayres ivas now in a dangerous position, not pos«* 
sessing forces sufficient to reinforce the army of Pern^ 
and at the same time oppose the Portuguese. Still Sar- 
ratea was sent against them with four thousand men : and 
General Belgrano, who commanded in Peru^ received 
orders to retire to Tucuman. The Portuguese were 
alarmed at the approach of the troops from Buenoi 
Ayres ; and the death of the minister Souza, happening 
at the sanae period, peace was proposed by his successor^ 
Count de Las Galveas. Lieutenant-Colonel, Redemaker 
was deputed to the government of Buenos Ayres, wi^ 
Instructions to conclude an armistice, which was signed 
in June, 1812. In consequence of this armistice, which 
had no specified limitation of time, the Portuguese with- 
drew from the territory of Buenos Ayres ; and amity 
being restored between both governments, they mutually 
guarantied their respective territories. 

A short time before the conclusion of the treaty, a con- 
spiracy against the new government had been discovered 
at Buenos Ayres. The conspirators intended to put to 
death the members of the government, as well as those 
who contributed to support the revolution. Pon M. AI- 
zaga, a rich merchant at Buenos Ayres, was the leader of 
the faction. The Portuguese envoy, Redemaker,* had 
been solicited to join in the conspiracy ; but^ being aware 
of the evils that might attend the plan, he intimated to 
the administration that a scheme was in contemplation, 
which, if carried into effect, might undermine the neir 
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goveroment. The whole extent of the coiupiraej wa!r 
soon after discovered ; the principal leaders were arrest- 
ed, tried, and condemned to death. Alzaga and twentj 
■lore, all Spaniards, were executed. 

General Belgrano had retired to Tucuman, according 
to the instructions he had received from the government ; 
but, being closely pursued by Tristan, he would have 
continued his retrograde movements, bad not the inha- 
bitants of Tucuman opposed him. They armed them- 
selves, and obliged him to keep his ground. Tristan then 
attacked Belgrano's army on the 24th of September, 
1812; but was compelled to retreat, with the loss of 
eleven hundred men killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The appellation of Campo del Honor has since designa- 
ted this victorious field. 

Two assemblies were held during this period at Bue- 
nos Ayres, for the purpose of electing two new memben 
for the government. The first met on the 6th of April, 
1812, and nominated for one member, Don J. M. Puyr- 
redon, a very popular character. The assembly pro- 
ceeded to declare that the sovereignty of the province of 
Rio de' la Plata rested in itself, and accordingly proposed 
to form a constitution. This was undoubtedly an over- 
stretch of power, and the assembly was dissolved by the 
government. The second assembly met on the 6& of 
October, 1812 ; and Don M. Medrano was the member 
they then elected. This second assembly seemed re- 
solved to pursue the same steps as the preceding one; 
but the municipality, people, and troops opposed their 
measures, and the assembly was dissolved by military 
force. A meeting of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, 
tabildo abierto, was then convened, on the 8th of Octo- 
ber, 1812 ; and the administration was vested in Don N. 
Pena, Don J. J. Passo, and Don A. A. Jonte. 

The treaty which bad been concluded between the 
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Captain-General Etio, and the government of Buehoa 
Ayres, was now broken ; and the government of Buenoa 
Ayres delennined again to besiege Montevideo. Tbi^ 
celebrated Mooasterio, who was director of the militarj 
school at Madrid, in the reign of Charles the Fourth, 
supplied the besiegers with cannon from the founder^ he 
had erected at Buenos Ay res. Elio was succeeded in 
his command by Don G. Vigodet, who, having received 
a reinforcement of troops from Spain, had great hopes of 
overturning the junta of Buenos Ayres. In the middle 
of December, 1812, many divisions of troops had reach- 
ed Montevideo from Buenos Ayres, under the command 
of Rondeau. Vigodet gave them battle on the 31st of 
that month, but was repulsed with considerable loss. 
New reinforcements came from Buenos Ayres, and the 
town was regularly besieged, under the command of Don 
M. Sarratea. Some misunderstanding having, however, 
arisen between Artigas and Sarratea, the officers of the 
army sided with Artigas, and Sarratea was under the ne- 
cessity of quitting the army, and Rondeau assumed his 
command. 

The battle which was lost on the 31st of December, 
did not discourage Vigodet. He proposed to take ad- 
vantage of the superiority^ of his naval forces, and em- 
barked a considerable number of troops, ordering them 
to land on the coasts of Buenos Ayres, which they did 
at Parana, on the 13th of February, 1813. This land- 
ing was with the intent of procuring provisions, of which 
the besieged stood greatly in need. The government of 
Buenos Ayres, being apprized that these troops had land- 
ed, , despatched Colonel San Martin with infantry and 
cavalry to oppose them. San Martin having with his 
cavalry come up to the enemy, gave them battle without 
waiting for the infantry, and obtained a complete victory 
at San Lorenzo, oo the river Parank. 
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The army of Peru bad received a veinforceraent, and 
^Igraiio had ordert to attack the royalists ; the battle of 
SaJta was, in consequence, fought on the 20tb of Febra- 
ary, 1813, in which the Spanish General Tristan and all 
bis army were made prisoners. Tristan and Bel^no 
bad formerly been on terms of intimacy ; and, frooft this 
consideration, Tristan was allowed to withdraw to Pent 
with his army, previously taking an oath that neither be, 
nor those under his command, should ever again take 
arms against Buenos Ayres. Belgrano's generosity was 
not approved by the government, but disapprobation was 
too late. Tristan and his soldiers had already joined 
tbe division of troops commanded by Goyeneche, and 
were again preparing to take the field. Tbe result of the 
battle of Salta, was the retaking the provinces of Fotosi, 
Charcas, Chayanta, and Cocbabamba. 

Tbe assembly called ConstUuyeiUe met on the 31st of 
January, 1813^ Tbe Constituyente was composed of de- 
puties nominated by the electoral colleges of tbe towns 
and cities of the provinces of Rio de la Plata. Tbe 
sovereignty of this assembly was personally acknowledg- 
ed by each inhabitant. The government, which had 
hitherto been caljed gobiemo superior^ changed its appel- 
lation for that of supremo poder executwo. Its members 
were Pena, Perez, and Jonte. The assembly decreed 
that every future, child of a slave in Buenos Ayres should 
be free; and enacted, that the slaves from the adjacent 
})rovinces, and from every part of the world, who might 
>come to Rio de la Plata, should immediately receive their 
emancipation. To extend as far as possible the spirit of 
this decree, the government formed a plan for manumit- 
ting a considerable number of slaves, without depriving 
the masters of their property in these slaves, or without 
obliging the government to pay down at once their full 
vahie. The plan did honour to those who bad formed it> 
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^i was wortbjr of a[ipfobation. It stipulated ihti ereiy 
proprietor of slaves should be compelled to sell to H^ 
gOTemment one of every three slaves ^ and the price ^ 
those manumitted was ackuowledged as a debt of the state. 
It would have been dangerous for the peace of the coun- 
trj^ and ruinous to the slaves themselves, to have left 
them masters of their own fate. It was in consequence 
agreed that they should be formed into battalions ; but 
the officers, sergeants, and corporals were to be white 
men. They were to be clothed and fed by the govern- 
ment, and to receive a gratuity of half a Spanish dollar k 
vreek. 

Some Sptaniards at Buenos Ayres, instigated by the 
TOyalists of Montevideo, planned a pew conspiracy to 
overthrow the government. The conspirators were bow* ' 
ever discovered, arrested, and tried ; and four of these un* 
fortunate men were executed. 

In the month of August, 1813, the assembly nominated 
Don 6. Pozadas in the place of Don A. A. Jonte, whose 
time for sitting in the government, according to the esta- 
tuto, was now elapsed. The assembly soon after ap^ 
pointed commissioners to travel in the provinces,^ empoW^ 
ering them to make the necessary reforms, especially ui 
the financial department. The commissioners appointed 
were Don J. Ugarteche and Jonte, who accordingly set 
out for the interior. 

The army of Peru under Brigadier Pezuela, the success 
sor of Goyeneche, and that of Buenos Ayres under the 
command of Belgrano, met at Vilcapugio, in the north of 
Potosi, and there bad a desperate engagement* Belgrano 
retreated to Ayuma, in the north of Cbuquisaca, and, be* 
ing closely pursued by the royalists, a second battle was 
fought at the end of November, 181^. Tfie troops from 
Cueoos Ayres were completely defeated, but Pezuela, in 
bis official communication to the viceroy of Lima» offism 

14 
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a just tribute of praise to their gallant conduct The 
loyalists became again possessed of £1 Alto Peru, and 
even of Tarija and Salta. 

These defeats excited great alarm in Buenos Ajres, 
where troops were in a state of requisition, both to rein* 
force the armj of Peru, and to carry on the siege of 
Montevideo. The public mind was wavering as to the 
issue of the present contest, and the strength of the go- 
vernment was considerably lessened. Under these cir- 
cumstances the members of the government proposed a 
change which, bj concentrating power, should give ad- 
ditional strength. The government of three, which had 
greatly retarded public affairs, was accordingly annulled 
by the assembly on the 31st December, 1813, and DonG. 
Pozadas appointed to the executive power, receiving the 
appellation of supremq director. Seven members were 
likewise nominated as a council for the supreme director. 
The three secretaries of state were members of this coun- 
cil. 

Colonel San Martin succeeded Belgrano, who was or- 
dered to be tried in consequence of the last defeat. Saa 
^Martin marched tp Tucuman with troops and ammuoitioo, 
and there disciplined a new army, which in a few months 
amounted to three thousand five' hundred men. He like- 
wise fortned the guerillas into different corps ; and by 
their means be succeeded in intercepting the coipmuni" 
cation between the different divisions of the royalist 
troops, and in harassing those who foraged ; thus depriving 
the army of provisions, &c Pezuela was under the ne- 
cessity of abandoning Salta, Tarija, and part of the Alto 
Peru. The guerillas of -Cochabamba, which were com- 
manded by the Spaniard Alvarez de Arenales, contributed 
much to these partial successes. 

Don Juan Larrea, secretary of finances, had formed a 
plan to raise a naval force capable of opposing that of the 
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KQ^alists, in which he succeeded. These forces were 
composed of two brigs, thre6 corvettes, and one schooner, 
all armed, and having troops on board ; and were put 
under the command of Brown, an English merchant at 
Buenos Ayres. Brown sailed with his little flotilla, and 
had an engagement with some Spanish ships, near the 
island of Martingarcia, in the month of April, 1814. No^ 
thing decisive followed this engagement; but onthe^25th 
of the following Maj another engagement took place hi 
face of Montevideo, in which Brown succeeded in taking 
two corvettes, and in setting fire to iwo others. The 
remnant of the royal ships escaped, and from this time 
Brown commenced the blockade of Montevideo. 

Some difference having formerly arisen between Arti- 
gas and Rondeau, the former withdrew his troops from 
the siege. General San Martini health was impaired^ 
and^ he demanded leave of absence. Rondeau was tbeo 
appointed his successor, and the sieg^ of Montendeo waa 
intrusted to Colonel Alvear, who set«out with a reinforce- 
ment of troops from Buenos Ayres. Alvear secretly cor- 
responded with some officers of the garrison of Montevi- 
deo, and by them he was informed that the town could 
not hold out long, being in want of protistons. Vigodet 
soon after determined to capitulate. Different envoys 
were sent to the camp of Alvear, and the following arti- 
cles of capitulation were agreed upon : 1st, That the gar* 
rison should be allowed to embark for Spain. .I^dly, The 
troops of Buenos Ayres were to take possession of Mon- 
tevideo, till the result of the deputation was known which 
the assembly was intending to send to Spain* Alveaf 
then proceeded to take possession of t^e town, which he 
did in June, 1814. The prisoners amounted to five thou- 
sand ^\e hundred ; eleven thousand muskets were found 
in the town, besides an immense park of artilFery and 
ipilitary stores. Vigodet was permitted to embark i(» 
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Sptm, bat the garrison was distributed through the Int^- 
rior provinces of Rio de ia Plata, excepting those ^Soldiers 
who enlisted in the army. The government consequent- 
ly did not comply with the whole of the capitulation en- 
tered into with the Spaniards ; for which they assigned 
Varions reasons. One peculiarly deserving of notice watf 
their asserted right of retaliation for Tristan and Ooye'n- 
tche'fi breach of fatth» 

Artigas now demanded that the town of Montevideo 
fAmuld be delivered to him, as being chief of La Banda 
Oriental. The goverament of Buenos Ayres refused to 
accede to this demand ; and to oppose his attemptSi 
some divisions of the army were left in that part of th^ 
country^ The commland of these corps was given to Co** 
lonel Soler, the newly-elected governor of Montevideo, 

Alvear, taking advantage of the influence which the 
taking of Montevideo had given' him, obtained the ap- 
pointment of general in chief pf the army of Peru, and 
was already marching to je^in the army wi& powerful re- 
inforcements. But Rondeau endeavoured to prevent hie 
taking the command, and in this he was seconded by the 
tr6ops. Alvear received the intelligence of the army of 
Peru being again$t him while he was in the province of 
Cordova, and was obliged to return to Buenos Ayres. He 
now solicited the appointment of supreme director, and 
obtained it in January, 1815, Posadas having previously 
resigned. These transactions gave rise to anarchy. The 
army of Peru refusing to acknowledge Alvear as supreme 
director, a Schism arose in the provinces, some declaring 
for Alvear, others for Rondeau. Neither Alvear nor Ron- 
deau, however, committed hostilities against each other ; 
but the communication between Buenos Ayres and many 
of the provinces was actually closed. 

Aboi|t this period J. Rivera, one of Artigas's generals, 
defeated the troops of Buenos A^res commanded by Co- 
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lonel Dorrego ; and Soler was in consequence ordered to 
withdraw from Montevideo with the remnant of his 
troops. Artigas then took possession of Montevideo, and 
being determined to carry on the war in the province of 
Buenos Ayres, he marched to the town of Santa Fe, which 
be took. Alvear sent two thousand men, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier Viana and Colonel Alvarez, to check 
the progress of Artigas. Alvarez took advantage of this 
appointment to declare against Alvear, and having arrest- 
ed the commander in chief, he openly favoured Artigas's 
plan of overthrowing Alvear. Jonte now arrived from 
the army in Peru with instructions to insist on Alvear re- 
nouncing the supreme authority. Alvear at last acknow- 
ledged that he could no longer rule a people whom his 
ambition for power had displeased, and withdrew from 
the city, sending in his resignation. The people collect- 
ed in crowds, and having been intbrmed of the determi- 
nation of Alvarez, who was returning to Buenos Ayres, 
loudly exclaimed against Alvear. This revolt took place 
on the 1 5tb of April, 1815. 

A public meeting of the inhabitants was convened, and 
there the authority of Alvear, and even that of the assem- 
bly, were disowned. The municipality was in conse- 
quence intrusted with the supreme command. Alvear 
retired to the distance of one league from the city, where 
the troops were assembled, and still remained under his 
command. It was reported that he intended to attack 
the city, and accordingly the municipality ordered every 
citizen to arms, ^nd likewise ordered the arrest of AU 
vear's wife, and of Larrea; and other members of the 
assembly. Deputies were now sent to Alvear to persuade 
bim to resign the command of the troops, in which they suc- 
ceeded. An accommodation accordingly took place, and 
Alvear^as allowed to embark in an Englisb frigate com- 
14* 
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ipanded by the Honourable Captaia Percy, who offered 
his services as mediator and gaarantee on this occasion. 

The municipality formed a junta which was called de 
observacion. The legislative power was vested in thie 
junta, and a new estatuo, or provincial eonstitution« pub- 
lished. Rondeau was at the same time nominated by the 
municipality supreme director of the state ; but Ron- 
deau's military command attaching him to the army, Co- ^ 
lonel Alvarez was appointed his substitute. The atten- 
tion of the new government was fixed on the trial whi^ 
was shortly to take place of the members who had com- 
posed the late administration. The newspapers were fill- 
ed with invectives against them ; secret accusations be- 
came frequent, and the number of persons arrested 
amounted to more than twenty. Colonel Paillardel was 
tried and condemned to death. The Sentence passed 
upon him was enforced, but it highly displeased the inha- 
bitants of fiuenos Ayres ; and the new government in con- 
sequence contented itself with the exile of those who still 
remained in their power. 
Brown, who had obtained the rank of admiral after the 

' capture of Montevideo, now proposed to sail, with the na- 
val forces under his command, for the South Seas, where 
he would have the opportunity of greatly annoying the 
Spanish commerce. The government acquiesced in this 
scheme, and Brown's flotilla sailed accordingly at the end 
of the year 1815. This naval expedition was at first 

' crowned with much success, but Brown's ship runniDgx)n the 
sands near the coast of Guayaquil, it was captured by the 
Spaniards^ Fort\mately the new governor of Guayaquil, 
who was on his way f>om Paynama, had been taken' pri- 
soner some days before by Brown's cruisers, and an ex- 
change was proposed and accepted. Brown captured 
many ships during his station m the South Seas 4 be 
sent some of them to Buenos Ayres, and at length sailed 
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m the Hdrcules for the North Sea, having on board a rich- 
booty. A British ship of war, the Brazen, captured 
Brown in his voyage to North America, and carried his 
ahip into Antigua, wbicb was condemned under pretence 
that she had violated the laws of navigation. 

When the members of the administration had removed 
those whom they considered adverse to their views, they 
turned their attention to Artigas, who still held possession 
of Santa Fe. An expedition was sent, under th<f com- 
mand of Viamont, to dispossess him of the town ; he 
attacked Artigas, but was defeated and made prisoner. 
Some time after, the army of Peru was beaten by the 
royalists uucier Pezueia, who had received reinforcements 
from Spain. This was the battle of Sjpe-sipe, fought in 
November, 181 5 ; and in consequence of which Charcas, 
Potosi, and Tarija, fell a third time into the power ofthe 
royal Uirces. 

Alvarez convoked a new congress of the representa- 
tives of the province, but, before it assembled, a popular 
commotion dispossessed him of the supreme command*, 
which be then held in consequence of Rondeau's ab- 
sence. Balcarce was then appointed supreme director, 
but he was soon after removed, and the administrations 
placed in the h^nds of a committee. The new congress 
which had assembled in Tucuman proceeded immediate- 
ly to appoint a supreme director. The nomination fell 
on Don J. M. Puyrredon, who is in high estimation in that 
country ; and he assumed the reins of government, to 
the great joy of the inhabitants, already wearied by re- 
peated revolutions. Puyrredon gave the comdoand of 
Ahe arihy of Peru to General Belgrano, and sent rein- 
forcements to the troops which, under San Martin, were 
defending the frontiers of Buenos Ay res which border on 
Chili. 
The congress announced the independence of the pro^ 
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Tincesof Rio de la Plata, oo the 9th of Jul/, 1816. The 
following is tbeir formal declaration of independence : 

<' We, the representatives of the united provinces of 
Rio de la Plata, assembled in a general congress, implor- 
ing the Supreme Being, who presides over the universe, 
calling on heaven, earth, and men, to witness the justice 
of our cause, in the name and by the authority of the 
people we represent, do declare solemnly, that it is the 
unanimous will of the said provinces to break off all ties 
which united them to the kings of Spain, to be reinstated 
in all those rights of which they were deprived, and thus 
to be raised to the high rank of an independent and free 
nation, capable henceforth of forming for themselves such 
SI government as justice and circumstances imperiously 
call for. We are, therefore, empowered by the united 
provinces at large, and by each one separately, to de- 
clare and engage, that they will support this independ- 
ence. Their lives, property, and fame, shall be their 
guarantee. 

" Out of respect for the nations whom our fate may in- 
terest, and feeling the necessity of declaring the weighty 
reasons which impel us thus to act, we decree, that a 
manifesto shall be published. 

" Given in the hall of our sessions, signed by our own 
band, sealed with the seal of the congress, and witnessed 
by our secretaries. 

" F. N. DE LAPRIDAS, President. 
" M. BOEDO, Vice-Preaident. 
"J.M.SERRANO, > ^^^.^^^ 
"J.J.PASSO, V *^^'*'*™'- 

Portugal long since formed the plan of extending her 
American possessions as far as Rio de la Plata. Since 
the emigration of the royal family, this plan had been 
frequently reconsidered \ and it was on that account that . 
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the Portuguese government so eagerly seized tbe oppor- 
tunitj of sending out an expeditbn, when £iio implored 
its aid in 1811. Among those banished fl'om Buenos 
Ay res, in consequence of the revolution on tbe 15th of 
April, 1815, there were many who encouraged the Por- 
tuguese to pursue their favourite plan ; namely, Alvear, 
Garcia, and Herrera. They sent for troops to Lisbon, 
and an encampment was made at Eio Grande. When 
ihe troops had assembled to the number of ten thousand 
men, the Portuguese general Lecor invaded the Banda 
Oriental on two different sides. One part of bis troops, 
under the command of General Curado, took the road of 
Las Missiones de los Guaranies, the other part took pos* 
session uf the fort S^nta Teresa, Rocha, San Carlos, and 
H aldonado. General Lecor had fixed his head quartern 
at the last port in December, 1816. 

Artigas determined to oppose the invaders. He is the 
firiend of independence ; as a proof of which, he refused 
tbe offers of the Spanish government, which would have 
made him brigadier, to induce him to espouse the roya^ 
cause. Artigas is considered as an oracle by his country- 
men, and great hopes of success are entertained from his 
opposition. ^He obtained at first some advantages over 
tbe division commanded by Curado ; but General Lecor 
having advanced to Montevideo, the garrison evacuated 
that place, and the municipality sent a deputation to of- 
fer to him the keys of the town. Lecor entered Monte- 
video on the 20th of January, 1817, and he still possess- 
ed it in May last, though greatly harassed by Artigas'f 
guerillas, who occupy the country around, and prevent 
the town from being supplied with provisions from the 
interior. These guerillas have lately dislodged the Por- 
tuguese from the battery called Del Cerro, which com- 
mands the town and the bay. The military operations 
of tbe Portuguese have besides been checked by the in- 
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sumctioB which broke out in Pernambuco in last AprS, 
and by the hostile preparations of the government of" 
Buenos Ajres, which, by the last accounts, was about to 
act against them. 

The armj which protected the boundaries between 
the provinces of Rio de la Plata and Chili, crossed the 
Andes about the middle of January, and took possession 
•of the provinces of Chili, after having defeated the roy- 
alists in many encounters. About the same time the 
loyal army in Peru, suffering much from diseases and 
want of provisions, b.egan to abandon the advantageous 
positions it had taken up in the valley of TujuL One of 
the divisions of the royalists was then defeated at Tam- 
paraes. After this check the whole army was retreating 
to Potosi, and one of the divisions Qf the iadependeotSi 
onder the command of Cc^onel Guemes, attacked its rear- 
guard in Humagua, and topk three hundred prisop^rs wuk 
w pieces of artillery. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Jievolution of ChUi, — Meeting of the c<mgre$$. — EnacU 
mentB of ike congress, — Dissolution of the congress by tkt 
junta, — Invasion by the royalist troops from Lima,-^ 
Intermediau events ^ and ultimate favourable success i^f the 
royalist expedition,- — The country ago^in got possession of 
ky the patriots from Buenoi Ayres^ under General San 
Martin. 

THE captain-generalship of Chili is situate betireea 
the Andes and the Pacific Ocean ; bounded on the north 
bj Peru, on the east by the provinces of Rio de la Plata, 
and on the south by Arauco, from which it is separated 
by the river Biobio. It contains a population of eight 
fauiidred thousand persons, who inhabit the two intenden- 
cias of Santiago and La Concepcion.* The population 
of Santiago, which is the capital, exceeds forty thousand, 
persons. 

The inhabitants of Santiago compelled the Captain-* 
general Carrasco, on the 18th of July, 1810, to resign 
his command ; and Count de la Conquista was appointed 
to succeed him. Under the administration of the count, 
a plan for revolution was developed, and the most re- 
spectable landholders, being called together by the cap- 
tain-general, assembled in the hall of the consulado, oa 
the 18th of September, 1810. This assembly, taking 
into consideration the existing situation of the peninsula, 
appointed those whom, upon mature deliberation, they 

• The priQcipal proTinces of these intendeDcias are, Gopiapo^ 
Coquimbo, Guasco, Quillota, AcoDcagua, Santiago, Melipilla, 
Valparaiso, Rancagua, Talca, Chillao, Laxa, and Coocepcioa 
de Penco. 
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judged most proper to form a new government more suit* 
able to existing circumstances. * The president of the 
new government was the Count de la Conquista. 

The junta of Cbili summoned deputies to form a con- 
gress, and for this purpose thej circulated the act pr^ 
scribing tbe method to be pursued by the nuinicipalHies 
in the electioa of representatives. The people of Santi- 
ago assembled on tbe 1st of April, 1811, that tbej might 
elect the representatives for that capital ; and a detach- 
ment of troops was stationed in tbe square of the con«ila- 
do to preserve order. This detachment belonged to the 
battalion of infantry of La Concepcion, which was entire- 
ly devoted to Don J. Figueroa, a Spaniard, who now 
commanded it. FigMeroa, though eoiployed by tbe 
junta, and generally considered as attached to tbe rewof 
Iqtionary party, had, in truth, raised a faction agadnst Jt ; 
and, taking advantage of the circumstances attending the 
election, renounced his allegiance to the junta. A skif- 
mish ensued between tl^e partisans of Figueroa and the 
troops that were still faithful to the junta. Fifty-six men 
w^re killed in this engagement ; but victory declared for 
the junta; The principal conspirators were seized and 
' banished ; Figueroa was executed, the audiencia dissolv- 
ed, and a court called de apelacion established in tbe 
plape of tbe audiencia. 

"ilemonstrances we/e made against the number of mem- 
bers forming the congress, which .was considered toot 
numerous. It was likewise asserted that many members 
had been elected in an illegal manner. The elections 
had, in fact, been made by tbe people, but according to 
the act passed by tbe jui^ta, fixing the number of repre- 
sentatives to be sent by each municipality. The result 
of the election thus made was, that there was no propor- 
tion between tbe population of some towns, and tbe num- 
ber of representatives allowed them by the act Three, 
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brothers, aamed Carrera, sons of a wealthy landholder in 
Santiago, put themselves at the bead of the discontented, 
mmopg whom were the military stationed in that city, 
and loudly called for reform ; this happened in Septem- 
ber, 181 K The necessity of reform was acknowledged, 
and tranquillity was restored, by the congress promising 
Aat Santiago should, in future, have only half their for- 
Boer number of representatives, and that those from L% 
Concepcion should be newly elected. These promises 
were complied with, and this reform having taken place 
ID the congress, its sessions were resumed and opened by 
Iheir decreeing that the Spaniards, who were disafiected 
to the new government, should leave the country within 
SIX months ; ibis time was allowed them to dispose of 
their property. A recapitulation is made in this decree 
of the causes which induced Chili to form a separate go^ 
vemment; and the different conspiracies are likewise 
enumerated which the Spaniards had planned to over* 
throw it. The congress enacted besides that the curates 
should RO longer receive any emolument from their pa- 
rishioners, for the performance of their clerical duties ; 
but the public treasury was to provide for their support. 
The future children of slaves were declared free ; and 
those slaves who should come to Chili were to become 
freemen at the end of six months. Liberty of commerce 
was likewise decreed, with a few exceptions, which 
were deemed necessary for the protection of a manufac- 
tory which they had In Chili for baize, and another for 
coarse bunpen cloth. In the municipalities were many 
who occupied places purchased of the government, which 
was established by the laws of the Indies ; but the con* 
gress annulled the ancient law on this subject, and de 
creed that the municipalities should henceforth be com» 
posed of members annually elected. Many offices under 
the administration, which were considered useless, were 
16 
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suppressed, and even the salaries of those who retained 
their places reduced. A manufactory of firearms,- a 
matbematiqal school, and a military school, styled artU- 
leria practicay were likewise established* The junta 
was invested with nearly the same powers which the 
captain-general of Chili had possessed before the revolu- 
tion ; the congress, however, retained that of giving com- 
missions to superior officers in the army. Ferdinand's 
bead was still continued on the coin ; and, not withstand; 
ing the inclination of the congress to break the chain which 
linked Chili to the mother country, Abascal, the viceroy 
6f Lima, remained yet on terms of amity with the coo* 
gress. » 

The Honourable Mr. Fleming, brigadier in the Spa- 
nish service, touched at Chili, in his way to Lima, on 
the 27th of July, 1811. Mr. Fleming, during his stay in 
Valparaiso, addressed many letters to the congress, in 
which he asked, in the name ofthe Spanish governoaent, 
that deputies should be sent to the cortes. Having reach- 
ed Lima, he again addressed the congress in a lettef 
dated the 3d of October, 1811. In this letter he advises the 
congress to give up all hopes of success in the objects they 
were aiming at, for the British cabinet, he said, highly dis* 
approved of the revolution. This assertion was, however, 
officially contradicted by Lord Strangford, the British 
ambassador at Rio Janeiro, in a letter addressed to the 
government of Buenos Ay res, on the 13th of September, 
1813, by order, and in the name of the British govern- 
ment. 

The Carreras, being encouraged by the happy result 
on the 4th of September, formed a plan for placing them- 
selves at the head of the government. One of them was 
major in the grenadiers, another a captain in the artillery. 
Having succeeded in gaining an ascendency over the meo 
in their different corps, they put themselves at the head 
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of the troops on the 13th of November, 1811, and com- 
pel fed the congress to depose the members which com- 
posed the junta, and to nominate in their stead three ne\y 
members, one of whom v^as Don J. M. Carrera. Th^ 
janta decreed that a new regiment of cavalry, which was 
called gran giuirdia nacioncU, should be formed ; and J. 
M. Carrera was appointed colonel of it, that they might 
the better succeed in keeping their usurped power. Thus 
strengthenedfthe junta proceeded to dissolve the congress^, 
which they did on the ^d of December, 1811. 

The new junta was entirely biassed by the Carreras^ 
to whom the young military were likewise devoted.. 
They ruled without control ; and, notwithstanding the ac- 
knowledgnaent of king Ferdinand which had been mado 
by the preceding government, they changed the Spanish 
for a tri-coloured flag. The Carreras did not peaceably 
enjoy their usurped power ; they were threatened with 
four conspiriacies, which however they succeeded in sup- 
pressing. Differences likewise arose between the bro* 
thers, whicb induced J. M. Carrera to withdraw from the 
goi^ernment, and the administration rested for a tin^e 
solely with his associates ; but a reconciliation having ta- 
ken place between them, J. M. Carrera resumed his for- 
mer situation on the 27th October, 1812. 

The viceroy of Lima, availing himself of the discord 
that reigned at Chili, ordered Brigadier Pareja to attack 
the country with a body of troops. Pareja landed, in the 
beginning of the year 1813, on the shore of Sanvicente, 
not far from the port of Talcahuano, which he attacked 
and took possession of without much resistance. He then 
advanced as far as the city of La Concepcion, where his 
army was strengtliened by .the garrison there stationed 
declaring for him. Pareja's forces amounted to' nearly 
4^000 men, and they continued their march towards the 
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tfaale, a met which serves as a bouDdarjr to the mten- 
dencias of Santiago and La Concep^ioD. 

Intelligence being received of Pareja's invasion, J* M^ 
Carrera left bis brother Don Juan Jose in his place in the 
govei^iiment, and marched into the field at the head of six 
thousand men. Oarrera approached the /oyalists, and, in 
the nigh^ of the 12th April, sent 9 detachraent of troops 
with the object of surprising their encampment at Yerbas* 
buenas. This scheme succeeded, and the royalists suf- 
fered severely at first ; but recovering from their surprise, 
and the patriots being but a small detachment from the 
army, they made great havoc in it. Pareja wm neverthe* 
less deterred from continuing the campaign, and retireil 
to Chilian, where he fortified himself. The garrisons k^ 
by Pareja in Talcahuano and La Concepcion were incoBi^ 
siderabl^, and their chiefs escaped to Peru at the approach 
of the patriots, who thus recovered those places. 

The junta now sent Juan J. Carrera to the army, and 
were tlHis freed from the influence of both brothen. J. 
M. Carrera's place was filled by another. The junta then 
consisted of Don J.. A. Perez, Don A. Eyzaguirre, and 
Don M. Infante, and they determined to hold their ses- 
sions nearer to the theatre of war, in the town of Taka, 
;9Jtuate on the Maule, where they might better watcb evci 
the safety of the country. Tbe army oontinued under the 
command o[ J. M. Carrera, who ruled without ccffilMl 
over the country where his troops were Jtat ionad ; but 
the people ^cowing weary of his deapftttsm, as well as of 
the devastation coofumttedby his army, openly declared, 
throughout the whole intendencia of La Concepcion, hs 
the royalists, Carrera proved himself likewise as yHril * 
ful general, and the govesDment determined to remove 
Jiim. Colonel O'Uiggins was then appointed commander 

in chief of the army» and Colonel MtKenna second M 
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comaiand. These appofiitments were made on the S4th 
of November, 1813. Carrera refused to resign bis com- 
inand, but the army declaring for O^Higgios, he was 
obliged to yield ; and returning afterwards to Santiago, 
accompanied by his brother Luis, both were made pri- 
soners by a detachment of royalists, and conducted lo 
Chilian. 

The royal forces remaoned at ChillaD nearly a yeiff, 
during which period no engagement of consequence topk 
place. Bngadier Gamza brought reinforcements fipooa. 
Lima, and took the command of the army, In consequence 
of the death of Pareja. The troops from Chtli were di^ 
Tided bto two brigades ; the one, commanded by 0'Big*> 
gins, was at La Concepcion ; the other, under the <:om- 
mand of M*Kenna, was encamped at £1 Membrillal, four 
leagues from Chilian. This brigade Gainza attacked oor 
tiie 1 9th of March, 1814, and was repulsed with loss. 
Another engagement took place on the following day be* 
tween Gainza and O'Higgins, who c^me to the support 
of M^Kenna,; and here again the royalists suffered se- 
verely. But, notwithstanding this last check, Guinea de- 
termined to march against Santiago, which was almost 
defenceless ; and O'Higgins's troops being in want of 
cavalry, strengthened his hopes of success, for they were 
fn consequence unable to keep up with the rapidity of 
Gaipza's movements* The rdyal troops took the road to 
Santiago, and had already crossed the Maule, sixty kague& 
j^om that c;apital, when O'Higgins encamped on the op- 
posite side of the river. In the night 0*Higgins quitted 
Hie cim^i but witfiput destroying the encampment, and 
crossed the JVaule. At daybieak Gainasa . w^ so wwih 
durp^sed^ at seeing an eocaoipmeot' before. him,^ and an 
army tn.his rear,, that be gave up Im plan, and changed^ 
bis position. If e retired to Talca, which town be bed 
t<fcf?f>igQme d»ya.befeyf> .CHigginstheiuopeiiedapomi- 
16*. 
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4aumcation with Santiago, and intercepted that of ^ 
enemy with Chilian. 

The capture of Taica by the royalists was attributed 
to a want of energy in the junta ; the members of which 
bad returned to Santiago some days before, withdrawing 
firom Talca part of the garrison to escort tbem in their 
way«. A revolution in consequence took place in Santia- 
go^ the junta was dissolved, and the government was in* 
trusted to Don F. de la Lastra, who was then governor of 
Valparaiso ; and he was styled supreme director. Cap- 
tain Hiilyar, of his Britannic majesty *s frigate the Phoebe, 
MTived at that time from Lima with instructions from the 
viceroy to propose terms of accommodation to the go- 
vernment of Chili. Lastra called a meeting of the princi- 
pal persons at Santiago, to announce to them Captain 
Hillyar's mission ; and it was agreed that the supreme 
director should |)ropose terms of capitulation io the Span- 
ish general Gainza. The capitulation was concloded on 
the 6th of May, 1814. It was stipulated that Gainza 
should re-embark for Lima, with his troop*, within two 
months ; that he should leave the places he iben occupied 
In the province of La Concepcton In the same state of mili- 
tary defence as he had found them ; that the viceroy of 
Lima should acknowledge the government of Chili, and 
all the innovations which it had made ; and that Chili 
should send a certain number of deputies to Spain, who 
were to have seats in the cortes. Two colonels were 
given as hostages on each side, and peace was for a time 
restored ; hot Gainza delayed to comply with the articles . 
•f the treaty, under various pretences^ until General Qso- 
rio arrived with reinforcements from Lima. 

J. M. Carrera and his brother Luis had made their es* 
«ape from Chilian, and were earnestly employed in giv- 
ing new energy to their party. By means of their parti- 
Jans, the Carvens aucc^eded in bfibiBj; the troops sist^ 
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fidned at Santiago, and deposed Lastra on the S3d of 
August, 1814. They re-establisbed the junta, and Don 
J. M. Carrera, Don M. Munos Ursua, and Don J. Urire 
were the members elected. Though the inhabitants of 
Santiago had no particular attachment for Lastra, they 
highly disapproved of this new revolution, which had 
again placed the Carreras at the head of the government ; 
and the return of General <yHiggins, who was in Talca 
with his army, was immediately desired. O^Higgins 
marched towards the capital ; and a few skirmbhes took 
place soon after between his and Carrera's troops ; and 
they were on (he eve of engaging in a decisive battle* 
when a person deputed by General Osorio, who had sue- 
ceeded Gainza in the command of the royal army, arrived 
at Santiago. This deputy announced that the viceroy 
Abascal disapproved of the capitulation* 

The present danger of the country put an end to the 
dvil war. O'Higgins, to stop discord, submitted to the 
authority of the junta. Carrera made new regulations ia 
the army, being desirous of displacing those whom he 
considered obnoxious to him ; and be therefore dismissed 
a considerable number who happened to be the very best 
officers in the service. Discontent arose among the sol- 
diers, and innumerable desertions took place. Carrera 
retired to Santiago, leaving the army under the command 
of O^Higgins. General Osorio, at the head of four 
thousand men, advanced as far as Cachapual, when 
O'Higgins shut himself up at Rancagua, twenty-three 
leagues from Santiago, and was there besieged. Osorio 
attacked the town, and an engagement ensued which 
lasted thirty* SIX hours. During the engagement Carrera 
approached the town with reinforcements, and Osorio 
Was already moving to recross the CacbapoaU leaving 
two hundred men- engaged with the patrtotsi to cover hiar 
retreat Carrera, notwithstanding, did not enter ibi$, 
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town, ftnd fell back on Saotiagts and then Osorio return- 
td to the atUck. O'H^ibs^ haying lost two thirds of 
bis troops, determined to e?aiciiate the town, and, opening 
to himself a way through the lines of the enemy, was re- 
tiring to the capital with two hundred of his^ dragoons, 
but he was obliged to alter bis plan on account of the 
conduct of the Carreras. 

The Carreras thought only of escaping, though they 
had under their command in Santiago fifteen hundred 
Iroops. Many depredations were committed by the 
soldiers before they i)uitted the capital, the inhabitaots of 
which, being exasperated at such conduct, assembled^ 
and sent deputies to Osorio, calling for his support to re- 
establish order. In the mean time more than two thou- 
sand emigrants firom Chili arrifed at Aiendoza, the boun- 
dary of Chili and Buenos Ayres, and among them six 
hundred troops under J. M. Carrera* Osorio took, with- 
jOut opposition, Santiago, Valparaiso, and other principal 
towns ; and thus the captain-generalship of Chili fell 
again into the power of the king^s forces at the end of 
October, 1814. Many persecutions, arrests, and punish^ 
nents followed ; and a great number of patriots were 
sent to the desert island of Juan Fernandez, one hundred 
and twenty leagues from the coast. 

To prevent the royalists from pursuing their successr 
Ihe government of Buenos Ayres sent to Mendoza some 
troops, which were united to those which had withdrawn 
from Chili, under the command of Brigadier San Martin* 
These troops were gradually increased to the number of 
four thousand, which San Martin took great care to dis- 
cipline. Thus prepared, and being aware of the dis* 
conlent which reigned throughout all the prpvioces of 
Cbiii in. consequence of the oppressive conduct of the 
Spanish governors,, he invaded the country about ihe 
■kiddie oC iaouary ^ i817» 3*he a^my was divided intoi 
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two bodies, one of which was commanded by Briga- 
dier Don E. Soler, and the other bj Brigadier O'Higgms* 
The obstacles which opposed the crossing of the Andes^ 
and the enem^y fortified in the principal defiles, being 
overcome, the patriots occupied Aconcagua, Santarosa, 
and other points on the high road, which the enemy bad 
abandoned. The royalists took up their position Uk 
Cbacabuco, a hill of difficult access, which overlooks th« 
plain of Santarosa, and through which passes the only 
road to Santiago, from which city it is thirteen leaguea 
distant. San Martin, without waiting for the arrival of 
his artillery, attacked them on the rooming of the 12th of 
February, and, notwithstanding Uieir numerous cavalry^ 
and fifteen hundred good infantry, dislodged tbem from 
their positions, killed six hundred, and made about the 
same number prisoners. The remaining troops dispersed, 
and the captain-general Marco, who commanded in 4hft 
battle, was made prisoner near Valparaiso. San MuA 
advanced to Santiago, where a congress of the principal 
inhabitants now assembled^ which elected the same Ge- 
neral San Mavtm as supreme director of Chill. ' He, how- 
jfver, refusing to accept that appointment^ the coognm 
elected Brigadier (yH'^g^ who at present rules over 
^t;COiiDtry. The glorious success of this campa^n, 
which has placed all the provinces of ChiK in the posses^ 
sion of the patriots, is in great part the result of the wne 
measures and oncoOTtton activity of General San MaiitQ^ 



y Google 



178 



PART IV. 

THE REVdLUTION IN MEXICO. 



Conclusion of^ whole. — Commencement of the revolution 
in the tavm of Dolores^ instigated by the priest Hidal- 
go.^^He marches against Mexico with one hundred 
thousand men. — Battle of Aculco^ — Hidalgo retreats to 
Cruadalaxara, — Battle of El Puente de Calderon,"^ 
Hidalgo made prisoner with his staff. — Rayon^ a law*' 
yer, forms a junta in Zitaquaro. — Capture qfZitaquaro 
^ CallejaSf and his decree to destroy the town. — Ftcto» 
riesofthe patriot Morelos. — Siege ofQuautla Amilpas 
by Calleja. — Subsequent operations of Morelos. — Assent 
bling of the congress. — Morelos made prisoner. — Inler-^ 
cepted documents. — Last events, — Conclusion. 

Thb vic^rojaify of New Spain is divided into two cap« 
tain -generalships and two comandancias generales. The : 
captain -generalships are Mexico and Yucatan. The 
comandancias generales are, provincias intemas orientates 
and provincias internas occidentales. '{'he authority of 
the viceroy extends through the whole viceroyalty, 
though in military affairs the captain-general of Yucatao 
acts independently of him. The viceroyalty is subdi* 
vided into twelve intendencias, which are Mexico, Pue- 
bla, Oaxaca, Vera Cruz, Merida de Yucatan, Guadalaxa- 
ra^ Goanaxoato, Durango, San Luis Potosi, Sonora, Val« 
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ladolid de Mechoacan, and Zacatecas. Tlie correginQH 
ento de Qperetaro and the gobierno de TIascalp are in 
the viceroyalty of New Spain, but are distinct territories, 
and not comprehended in the division of the twelve in- 
tendenciasi The population of Mexico amounts to six 
millions ; that of the capital alone to one hundred an^ 
forty thousand. 

Mexico had enjoyed an apparent tranquillity since the 
conspiracy of the Spaniards against the viceroy Iturrig^- 
ray. The central junta had placed the civil power of 
the viceroyalty in the hands of the archbishop, who was 
universally beloved on account of his moderate and mild 
conduct. Iturrigaray had been deposed merely because 
be appeared to favour the plan of establishing a junta for 
the government of the viceroyalty when Spain was inva- 
ded by the French, and deprived of a monarch's sway. 
The Spaniards, who had defeated Iturrigaray's j^lan, 
were become unpopular from intoxication of success; 
when, to increase their delirium, intelligence Arrived that^ 
the central junta had lavished on them the highest ho- 
nours. 

The situation in which the Mexicans found themselves 
became insupportable when the good archbisliop was re«> 
moved from bis command ; and the members of the 
audiencia, whom they considered as their most violent 
enemies, appointed to succeed him in his government, as 
viceroy, until the arrival of Port J. Venegas, who was 
nominated viceroy by the regency of Cadiz. 

When Iturrigaray was deposed, the troops, which were 
constantly stationed between Mexico and Vera Cruz ia 
time of war, to prevent any attack on the coast from the 
British cruisers, were ordered into the interior,. The 
cavalry regiment de la Reyna was sent to Qjjeretaro. 
Three captains, AUende, Aldama, and Abasolo, who 
senred in that regiment, were natives of San Miguel el 
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^Cfrattde, a towft bear Goanaxoato, mCMre than sefeniy 
Ifagnes north *of Mexico, and friends of Don Migoel Hi- 
dalgo f Costilla, a resident clergyman or curate, in the 
town of Dolores, which is situate near San Miguel el 
Orande and Goanaxoato, in die intendencia of Goanaxo- 
«to. Hidalgo enjoyed a valuable living in Dolores, and 
was a man of distinguished talents, and bettet informed 
ftan the generality of the clergy in New Spain. He 
bad gained the affection of the Indians, whom he had 
taken great care to instruct Having observed the dis- 
like to the Spaniards which reigned throughout the vice- 
royalty, Hidalgo, it is said, laid apian for, an insurrectroo, 
asid the revolt was to take place in all the provinces of 
Mew Spain, on the 1st of November, I&IO. Allende, 
Aldama, and Abasolo readily joined him, and their ac- 
tivity in disseminating discontent was wonderful ; they 
made strong representations on every circumstance which 
could tend to alienate the minds of the natives from 
'Spain. The plan was approaching to maturity, and its 
partisans were numerous, when Iturriaga, a canon of 
Valladolid, one of the conspirators, discovered on his 
deathbed all the plan to Gil, a priest residing at Qpere- 
taro. The information thus received was sent to some 
of the members of the audiencia, which was at that time 
divided into two parties. The members who received 
^is intelligence concealed it from the others, and pri- 
vately advised the Spaniards of Qiaeretaro to act with 
respect to the Corregidor, falsely accused of being at 
the head of the conspiracy, as the Spaniards of Mexico 
had with iturrigaray two years before. The corregidor 
Dominguez, was accordingly watched, attacked in the 
dead of the night, and seized in his bed. This arrest 
spread alarm among the principal conspirators, who, 
dreading the discovery of their plan, determined to 
hasten its execution. Captain Allende was at that time 
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10 San Migoel el Gmnde, and having assembled a few 
soldiers who were attached to him, he set out for Do- 
lores, where he arrived on the 14th of September, 1810, 
having obtained eight hundred recruits in his march. On 
the same day Hidalgo preached a sermon. to the Indians. 
His object was to point out the tyranny of the Euro- 
peans, the state to which the treachery of the Spaniards 
bad reduced the peninsula, and the danger the South 
Americans were in of being delivered up to the French 
or the British, who would assuredly extirpate the huly^ 
Catholic religion. Hidalgo ended his dfscourae with 
calling his Indians to arms ; and to arms they, flew with 
fury. . Allende appeared by the side of Hidalgo, and 
they unitedly led the mob to San Miguel el Grande, 
where they pillaged the houses of the Spaniards. Two 
squadrons of the cavalry regiment de la Reyna joined 
Hidalgo, who immediately proceeded to the town of 
Zelaya, where the greater part of the regiment of in- 
fantry called de Zelaya, as well as part of the horse re- 
giment del Principe^ joined likewise in the insurrection. 
Hidalgo proceeded next to the wealthy town of Goa- 
naxoato, sixty leagues west north-west of Mexico, and 
whose inhabitants exceed eighty thousand persons. 

Riano, the intendant of Goanaxoato, prepared to op- 
pose Hidalgo ; but the battalion of infantry stationed 
there having declared for the independents, Riano and 
nearly two hundred Spaniards retired to the building call- 
ed La Alhondiga, from whence they fired on the assailants. 
But the Spaniards being compelled to yield, Goanaxoato 
fell on the 29th of September into the power of Hidalgo, 
who there found in the treasury five millions in cash and 
bar silver. 

The viceroy Venegas, who had arrived at Mexicosoa 
Ibe 16th of September, called a meeting of (he priiici|id( 
16 
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persons m the city, and in this assembly the honours grant- 
ed by the regencj to the enemies of Iturrigaray wer6 
publicly proclaimed. When intelligence reached the 
new viceroy of the progress Hidalgo had made, he de- 
spatched troops under the command of Count de la Cadena 
to defend Queretaro, an important military point forty- 
two leagues distant from Mexico. Queretaro is a town 
containing eighty thousand persons, who all favoured the 
insurrection, and were desirous of placing Hidalgo at their 
head ; which the viceroy prevented by having, oppor- 
tunely for the royal cause, introduced Spanish troops into 
the town. On the 2dd of September Venegas issued a 
proclamation, in which he attempted to restore tranquilli- 
ty, by observing that the Americans were now placed on 
an equal footing with the Spaniards by the decree of the 
central junta, on the 16th of October, 1809, and promised 
that the cortes should shortly take into consideration the 
leforms necessary for the prosperity of Spanish America. 

Hidalgo commenced the exercise of his new power by 
repealing the tax called trihutos^ which the Indians had 
paid ever since the conquest ; and this measure fixed their 
decision to join Hidalgo, to whose army crowds of Indians 
flocked from every part of Mechoacan. Venegas formed 
corps of guerrillas composed of Spaniards, and likewise a 
militia, but the militia was not composed solely of Span- 
iards. To the militia he gave the name of patriotat. 
The guerrillas were, however, more injurious than were 
even the independents to the royal cause ; and the vice- 
roy,' having received innumerable complaints of ^ir con- 
duct, disbanded them. 

The insurrection gained ground rapidly. Lagos, ft 
4own in the intendencia of Guadaiaxara^ rendered famous 
for a great fair which was held in th^ town every five 
years ; Zacatecas, in the vicinity of which are manjr of 
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the richest mines in Mexico ; and other towns situate 
north of Qjueretaro, eagerly embraced the opportunity of 
declaring against the Spaniards. 

During Hidalgo's stay in Goanaxoato, be introduced a 
degree of discipline into the crowd which had followed 
him, appointing officers to command these newly -formed 
ipilitary corps. He established likewise a mint; made 
wooden cannon, and one of brass, on which was engraved 
El Libertador Americano. Hidalgo's troops, which might 
more properly be called a caravan, were armed with * 
pikes, knives, hatchets, slings, blunderbusses, and a few 
muskets. From Goanaxoato Hidalgo maj;ched to Valla- 
dolid, which he entered on the 26th of October, amidst 
^uts of joy from the Indians and Creoles. The most 
exalted honours were conferred upon Hidalgo, both bj 
(he ecclesiastics and civil officers in the town, and in hit 
ipilitary chest they put one million two hundred thousand 
doUars : two regiments of militia, one of which was call* 
ed the regiment of Patzquaro, here joined him. On the 
24th of October, Hidalgo fell back on Indaparapeo, and 
having called a council of the principal captains of the 
army, many promotions took place ; Hidalgo was pro« 
claimed generalissimo of the Mexican armies ; AUende 
captain-general ; Ballesa, Ximenes, Arias, and Aldama, 
lieutenant-generals ; Abasolo, Ocon, and the Martines, 
two brothers, field-marshals. A mass was said on the oc- 
casion, and a solemn Te Deum sung ; the generalissimo 
reviewed the army, dividing it into regiments of one 
thousand men each ; eighty regiments were thus formed ; 
three Spanish dollars per day were assigned for the pay 
of each colonel and captain of cavalry; one dollar for 
each cavalry soldier, and half a dollar for each foot soldier. 
Hidalgo appeared at the review dressed in his uniform as 
generalissimo, which was blue with ved facings, embroi- 
dered w^th gold and ^ilver^ and a black sash, likewise em 
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bfoidered. On his breast be wore a medal, on whjcb 
was the image of (be yirgin de Ouadakipe, wbicb is beld 
in great veneration in Mexico. Tbe colours of tbe armj 
were wbite and blue, resembling tbe banners of tbe an- 
cient emperors of Anahuac or Mexico. 

Hidalgo's troops marcbed from Indaparapeo to Mexico, 
taking the road of Marabatio, Tepetongo, Jordana, and 
Istlahuaca, and entered Toluca, twelve leagues west of 
tbe capital, on the 27tb of October. Mexico was now 
in imminent danger ; tbe populace, and even a consi- 
derable number of tbe bigber orders, hated tlie Sp^aniards. 
Tbe royal forces were divided into different corps, which 
were stationed at considerable distances from each other. 
Don F. Calleja, who commanded one brigade, was at 
San Luis de Potosi, more than one bundred leagues from 
Mexico ; tbe Count de la Cadena, who commanded three 
thousand troops, was at Q^eretaro, and Venegas bad but 
a handful of men, which were encamped in tbe environs 
•f Mexico, rather to keep in awe the inhabitants, than to 
oppose Hidalgo. At this crisis Venegas resorted to an 
expedient wbicb saved him : he applied to the archbisfac^ 
of Mexico, and to the inquisition, for a sentence of ex« 
communication against Hidalgo and bis abettors, and 
against all bis troops. Solemn excommunications were 
accordingly denounced against the independents ; and 
tbe inquisition published an edict declaring Hidalgo a 
heretic. The inquisitors supported these declarations by 
observing that Hidalgo had been accused ten years ago 
before the inquisition ; at that time he had had tbe good 
fortune, or bad possessed art sufficient, to remove their 
jealousy. Hidalgo answered this edict by a manifesto, 
in which be acknowledges the principles of his belief, 
and pointed out tbe contradictions of the inquisitors in 
their accusations against him, observing, that he is accu- 
sed of denying the existence of hell, and of maintaining. 
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alt tbe same time, tbat a caDodzcd pope was in bM f 
that lie denied the autboritj of the sacred icripturety aod 
vae considered, neTertbekss, a Ldttberatu 

These ezooramunicatiotis made no impressioo on the 
independent troops, for Hidalgo, himself a priest, euilj 
persuaded his Indians that those who had pronounced the 
dreadful sentence against him, beii^ bis enemies, were 
hy no means legal judges in his cause, ^nd that the ex« 
communication would undoubtedly fall on. those who had 
pronounced it The inbabiUnts, however, of Mexico, 
and of the provinces wheee the insunrei^on had not jet 
reached, remained tranquil, deeply ^ impressed with 
terror. 

At the approach of Hidalgo's armj, V^egas sent fifteen 
hundred men to Istlahuaca, under Colood Truzillo, one 
of his aids^C'Camp. These troops soon ailer received a 
fleioibrceaeit of five hundred men, one hundred and fifty 
of wibom were slaves^ When Hidalgo entered Toluca, 
TruxiUo fell back on Lerma, nine leagues distant from 
Mexico^ and availing himsielf of a bridge on the river 
Lerma, he formed an encampment, and by this means 
^fended the pass. The independents crossed the river 
by Atenco, and the royal forces then retired to an emi- 
nence, £1 Monte de las Graces, where Hidalgo attacked 
ihem. His artillery, consisting of four cannon, marched 
first f tbe regiments of Zelaj^ and Vallad<did, with thi^ 
battalion of Gbanaxoato, folldwed next ; and the horse 
srqpments of Patzquaro, Reyna, and Principe) covered^ 
(he rear and flank of the infantry, which was preceded 
by innumerable Indians. TruxUlo, having been driven 
from his first position, was retreating to Mexico, when 
Hida^o sent him proposals to come over to him. Trux- 
illo admitted the envoys within his line, and then ordered 
bis soldiers to fire on them. He was now very near 
Mexi€0»<which vhe entered on the SOth of October, with 
16* 
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jMNkrij three bondred mmi, faaviiig in his flight left the 
arUUety behiiKl. The Meiican Gazette meBtioned this 
engagement as a yictory obtained by the royal troof», 
awl a medal was strack at Vera Cruz to perpetuate the 
memoiy of this acbieTement, and the names of TnixiUot 
Bringas, and Mendi? il, were engraved on it. 

In coBseqoence of the defeat at Monte de las Cmces, 
it was reported hi Mexico that Hidalgo's troops were en- 
tering the city, which occasioned great alarm. Venegitf 
had previously received intelligence that Morelos, a 
priest) commanded one corps of the independents^ and had 
taken possession of many towns in the south of Mexico; 
that Villagran was on his march to Mexico by the road of 
Tlalnepantla ; and what increased the alarm was, that no- 
thing was yet known in Mexico of the main body of the 
royal troops. Venegas was preparing to retire to Vera 
Cruz with the Spaniards, should he be overcome by the 
enemy ; his troops, amounting to two thousand men, 
were drawn up in a line between two public walks in the 
city, Bucarelli and La Piedad, and his artillery was pla- 
ced at the entrances of the city. On the 31st of October 
Hidalgo's troops were seen descending the hill of Santa 
Fe, and the sight evidently delighted the people, who 
anxiously expected that the independents would be tri- 
. umphant Venegas was at the head of his troops, ex- 
l^cting the enemy, who sent General Ximenes with de- 
spatches for the viceroy. Ximenes presented himself at 
Gbalpultepec, three miles from the city, in a magnificent 
carriage, attended by forty horsemen ; and in this parade 
9f state he delivered his despatches* Their contents 
were never known^ Venegas taking great care to cooeeal 
from the inhabitants of Mexico the purport of this mission^ 
The despatches were returned without any answer. 

To storm the city seemed now almost unavoidable ; 
Hidalgo, bo^^ver, detenained not to attack it, mud 1h$ 
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dext monHng bis troops were seen rttirhig. It was sqi- 
'poaed that he had received intelttgence of the defeat of 
General Sanchez at Qjneretaro, and of the troops of Cal* 
leja baying joined those of Count de la Cadena, which 
look place on the 2dth of October ; and these united 
forces were marching to- the assistance of the capital. 
Others saj, that Hidalgo's natural moderation and horror 
of shedding blood were the causes of his apparent timid- 
ity. Whatever motives really actuated him, it is certaia 
liis troops withdrew in confusion. 

Hidalgo now fixed his camp on a hill of an almoat rec- 
tai^ular form, which commands the village of Aculco, 
and the country around on the north and east sides. His 
artillery, which consisted of fourteen pieces, was placed 
on the sides of the hill ; and his army formed two linea» 
between which were placed the undisciplined Indians. 
Calleja divided his troops into five columns ; and on the 
7lh of November he attacked Hidalgo on the nortb^and 
east side of his camp. The Indians were panic struck 
when tliey saw the good order and military appearance 
ci the voyal army, consisting of six thousand men ; and as 
soon as the firing commenced they took to flight, which 
entirely disconcerted the regular troops in Hidalgo's ar> 
jBiy. Calleja pursued the enemy, and great havoc was 
made : according to his official report* no less than tea 
thousand independents were killed^ wounded, or taken 
prisoners. 

Hidalgo retreated to Goanaxoato, where Calleja somi 
after followed him. Goanaxoato is built on aft emineneei 
and the road leading to the town is a defile, which the 
, independents fortified. Calleja dbpossessed them of aU 
their batteries on the S4th of November ^ taking twen^ 
five cannon, among which was El Uhtrtadar Americamu 
.Hidalgo's troops, enraged at the attack of the Spaniards^ 
istassiaated m^t than two hundred Spanbucda wiio wtx^ 
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cmAmA iii the AUwadifa. Od the folloivUig day fke 
royal troops ^rmed ttie town and took it ; the soldiera 
were allowed .to pillage and kill for two hours. The day 
mfter all the officers and many other prisoners were shot ; 
the mineralogists, CboveU Davalos, and Valenda suffered 
the same fate. Caileja issued a proclamation, which or- 
dered that within twenty hours all arms and amm«ioitioii 
«f every description should be delivered to the goyeni» 
nmaU under penalty of death in case of disobedience. 
The same penalty was to be inflicted on those who should 
he found guilty c^ supporting qpinions which tended to 
rebdlion. Every union of persons exceeding three wat 
to be dispersed by firing on them. 

Hidalgo now marched towards Guadalaxara, a city one 
JiQodred and fifi^ leagues north-west of Mexico, and con^ 
4ami^ ninety«^>ne thousand inhabitants ; and haTii^ in 
Ills oaroh' been victorious in. several skirmishes with dif- 
&reiit detachments of the Spanish troops, he entered the 
city, awl then sent Mercadoi, a priest, to the port of San- 
Ides, which readily capitidated. Mercado took forty^-three 
eannen at Sanblas^ and sent them to Guadalaxara. Hi- 
dalgo's authority was evidently acknowledged in the in- 
^endencias of Valladolid de Mechoacan, Zacatecas, Gua- 
^biaxara, San Luis Potosi, and part of Sonora, by the 
•nbmission shown to his generals. 
1 CalkjaadvaDced tp Guadalaxara, and in the mean time 
General Don J. Cruz defeated the independents at Za- 
Miora, and then took the city of Valladolid, where bis 
coadnpt towards* the inhabkants was marked by the .moat 
^adful cruelty. When Caileja arrived in the vicinity of 
Ckiadalaxara, Htdalgo resol? ed to engage the loyal troopsi 
-•nd in conseqimnce encamped his army on a rising 
^gvoundy which was protected on one side by a hill, on an- 
other by a small river, the bridge over which. he fortified. 
Many batteiies were ]daoed> at 4he. tepof ihe hill» aad 



y Google 



18# 

two others defended the army on Ibe left, making in aQ 
one hundred and thirty guns. Calieja divided bis troops 
into two columns ; one of which attacked the hill, and 
deprived the independents of their batteries. The second' 
column attacked the left side of the enemy's camp, but^ 
having been repulsed, they were retreating to their firal 
position. Having, however, obtained a reinforcementy 
^is column successfully opposed Hidalgo's cavalry, 
which, taking advantage of the retrograde movement thlt* 
column bad already made, were endeavouring to surround^ 
it. Hidalgo now charged the Spanish cavalry, which, 
being supported by the grenadiers, repulsed the attack so 
▼igoroasly, that they made great slaughter. There was 
one battery which prevented the two columns of the Spa- 
nish army from penetrating into the centre of Hidalgo^s 
camp. This battery Calieja attacked in person, and toc^ 
It with little opposition. In the intermediate time Em«> 
paran made an attack on the independent cavalry, wblcii 
was numerous^ and routed them completely. The con* 
•tematioQ was great in Hidalgo's camp, and victory de- 
clared for the royal troops. This engagement took place 
•n the 17th of January, 1811, at £1 Puente de Calderon, 
eleven leagues from Guadalaxara. 

Calieja immediately despatched a detachment under 
General Cruz to retake Sanblas ; but this port was alrea- 
dy in the possessioa^of the Spaniards, in consequence o( 
a counter revolution which took place at the instigation 
of a priest, the curate of the town. Hidalgo, having ral- 
lied the remnant of his troops, marched to Zacatecad, 
where he strengthened his army by obtaining cannon. 
There was a brass foundery in the town. He likewise 
made a new silver coinage ; but still continued on the 
coin the head of Ferdinand the Seventh. From Zacatecaa 
be went to San Luis Potosi, where he formed different 
corps of guerrillas, and with some chosen troop9 he then 
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onurdMd to tbe town of Saltillo, aboot two biiiidr«4 letgueT 
Srom Mexico, m the military goveroment of Provincias 
Internas Orientales. Tbe governor of EI Nuevo Heyiio 
de Leon declared for Hidalgo ; tbe govenior of El Nuevo 
Santander made his escape ; and tbe governors of CoahuiU 
•nd Texas were arrested by tbe independent party in these 
towns. 

A Spanish division of troops arrived about this period 
Mi Altamira, under the command of Don N. Arredondo. 
These troops, as well as the army under Caileja, which 
was now at San Luis Potosi, were in pursuit of Hidalgo* 
The governor of the Provincias Internas Occidentaiea 
likewise sent troops under the command of Don M. Ochoa, 
to prevent tbe retreat of Hidalgo, whose plan had been 
Id retire to Louisiana, and there to assemble his partisans 
to arms, that he might resume the war. Don Y. Elisondo, 
who commanded one detachment of the independent 
iMPcesi resolved himself to arrest Hidalgo, that he might 
tbus obtain his pardon from the Spaniards ; and having 
succeeded in drawing to his side Menchacai Carrasco, 
Borrego, Uranga, and other officers, he attacked Hidalgq 
at Acatita de Bajan, on the 21st of March, 181 1. Hidal* 
go, who was pursuing his march, and little expected an 
enemy in a friendly country, was easily overcome, and 
he and tbe officers of his staff were made prisoners. Fif- 
ty-two of them were immediately executed on the field 
of batde ; and ten more, among whom were Hidalgo and 
Balleza, were taken to Chiguagua, and likewise put to 
death on the 27th of July, 1811. Hidalgo was previously 
deprived of bis priest's orders. 

The death of Hidalgo and of his faithful companions 
in arms did not discourage the other chie&, who continued 
in different parts still to support the revolution. Among 
these were Don N. Villagran, Don J. M. Morelos, and 
«tpecially Don Y. Rayon, a lawyer^ who had taken bit 
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^poBttbn at El S?^tiIIo, that he might favour Hidalgo^s re- 
treat Rayon now fell back on Zacatecas, and in his 
way be defeated Ochoa , who opposed bim. At Zacatecas 
he released three Spanish prisoners, whom he sent to the 
viceroy, proposing the following terms of accommodation : 
That a congress should be formed ; and that an equal 
number of Spaniards and South Americans should have 
seats in this congress, and there debate on the best steps 
to be taken to put an end to the present war. Venegas 
merely answered, that if Rayon chose to lay down his 
arms, he should be included in the general indulto pub- 
lished by the government. 

The indulto or amnesty, alluded to, was granted by the 
eortes at the end of 181Q^ and offered an act of oblivion 
^or the present revolution, provided its instigators and 
Abettors would lay down their arms. Far from doing 
any good, this indulto injured the royal cause, for the 
Spanish chiefs did not employ it wisely ^ and in Mexico 
00 little confidence was placed either in the indulto or in 
the promisei^ of Venegas, that he was under the necessity 
of applying to the churchy el cabildo eclestastico^ to give 
alithority to his proclamations, and to persuade the peo« 
pie that the promises of the viceroy were not snares laid 
to entrap them. ** On this account," says the cabildo 
eclesiasticoy in a pastoral charge addressed to the clergy 
on the 17th of May, 1812, " his excellency the viceroy, 
the worthy and legitimate representative of our catholic 
and most Christian king Ferdinand the Seventh, has had 
the unparalleled goodness, not only to authorize us to be 
the guarantees and trustees of the indulto or general par- 
don granted to the insurgents, but also to permit us to 
grant to^u likewise the power, reverend brethren, af 
by the present we do, to offer, promise, and assure, in 
the name of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost» and in the name of the Virgin of Guadalupe, pio- 
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lecttess of tbls kingdom, and in the n^nie of the Cbm- 
tian and catholic king Ferdinand the Seventh, and of his 
Ticeroy in these kingdoms, that a general pardon shall 
be duly granted to all those who; repenting themselves 
of their past faults, are now willing to lay down their 
arms," &c. 

Calleja marched to attack Rayon at Zacatecas* but he 
withdrew to the intendencia of Valladolid. Colonel Lo- 
pez, who commanded a body of guerrillas in Zitaquaro, 
fortified the town, and was there attacked by Torre and 
Mora, on the 22d of May, 1811. The royalists were, 
however, completely defeated, and Torre and Mora fell 
in the battle. £lated with this victory, the independents 
marched against Valladolid, where Truxillo now com- 
manded. The attack took place on the 30th of May, 
but Truxillo succeeded in repelling it Rayon then fixed 
his headquarters at Zitaquaio, and being there attacked 
by Emparan, on the 4th of June a bloody engagement 
ensued, in which the royalists lost eight hundred men» 
as well as their baggage ; and they in consequence retired 
to Toluca. The independents renewed their attack on 
Valladolid on the 23d of July, but their former ill suc- 
cess attended them. 

It was supposed that a plan for j'evolt was now ripe id 
Mexico; the viceroy having received many denuncia- 
tions, various arrests took place ; those accused of con- 
spiracy were tried ; six of them, among whom was Fer- 
rer, a lawyer, were condemned to death ; six others were 
sentenced to har4 labour at Puerto Rico. Two women 
were likewise found guilty of being in the conspiracy, 
and condemned for a certain term to be imprisoned* This 
happened in the month of August, 1611. 

Rayon formed a junta at Zitaquaro, wbicb consisted 
of himself, Doctor Berdusco, and Don J. M. Liceaga. 
This junta pretended to; acknowledge Ferdinand the Se- 
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Venth as their king, and in tils name they published their 
acts and decrees. Intemgence of this new government 
-having reached Goanaxoato, where Calleja had fixed his 
headquarters, this general made a proclamation, oflering 
ten thousand doHars for the head of either of the members 
of the junta. Venegas^, sensible that the revolution was 
gaining ground, hastened to destroy the junta ; and Cal- 
leja had orders to make an immediate attack. 

The town of Zitaquaro contains ten thousand inhabit- 
ants ; it is forty leagues west of Mexico, and situate in a 
valley surrounded by high mountains. As the principal 
object in attacking this town was to seize the members of 
the junta, Calleja ordered Porlier, the commander of To- 
luca, to dispossess the independents of their positipn on 
the mountain Tenango, previous to his making the attack 
on Zitaquaro. This was done to prevent the indepen- 
dents from Zitaquaro retreating to Tenango. An attack 
on Zitaquaro was then made ; and the following is the 
official communication on the subject by Calleja, to the 
viceroy, on the W of January, 1812. 

" The royal troops, after an engagement which lasted 
three hours, took the important point of Zitaquaro, which 
is situate between steep rocks, surrounded by entrench- 
ments and ditches, and defended by an immense body of 
people from twenty surrounding leagues, which had pre- 
viously collected themselves in the town. 

«* The rebels had added to that state of natural fortifi- 
cation in which Zitaquaro was placed all that art, despair, 
and eight months continued labour could contribute. The 
defeat of the two preceding expeditions had so much en- 
couraged the people, that even women and children now 
iidited in spelling our attack. AH, however, has yield- 
ed to the intrepidity of tiie army under my command. 

*• The enemy being completely routed, fled away in 
every direction, leaving the surrounding country covered 
17 
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with Ibeir dead and wounded. The rebefe, cofceciWw, 
Rayon, Liceaga, and Berdusco, bad previously made 
tbeir escape, and teketf the road towaids Taaco ; nor has 
it been in my power to pursue them, my troops being 
already exhausted witb fatigue, and the roads in a very 
bad state. 

" The quantity of military stores is immense which 
we found in the town. 1 yn\i send your excellency an 
exact list of them, as, well as of the cannon which we 
took from the enemy. I now merely confine myself to 
that information more immediately necessary to convey 
to your excellency, that it is owing to the valour and ex- 
eitions of my t)fficers as well as of my men, that tbe en- 
gagement was so short. Their good conduct in this 
attack has exceeded even what they have displayed on 
former occasions, and our loss has been inconsiderable. , 

«* My stay here will be as short as possible, and beikuee 
my departure 1 will erase every vestige of tbe town fnw^ 
the face of tbe earth, that I may, by this means, ponkh 
the criminal instigators of so barbarous, impolitic, and 
destructive an insurrection, and give an example of teiror 
Id those who might otherwise be willing to support it 

**CALLEJA.»» 

The following decree was next published : 

« Ist, It is decreed that the Indians of Zitaquaro ^d 
its department shall be deprived of their property, as 
well as of those immunities and privileges which the ex- 
treme beneficence of tbe government bad granted them. 

« 2d, This forfeited property, as well as that of those 
South Americans who have taken part in the insurrection^ 
who accompanied the rebels in their flight, or who left 
the city at the entrance of the king's troops, to be placed 
Sp die public treasury. 

«< 3d, If those who are included In this decree wiU pft- 
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sent AemselvesHo me, giving proofe of repentance, v^d 
of willingness to contribute to repair the roads, &c. tbejr 
sbail receive their pardon ; but property cannot be re- 
stored. 

^* 4tb, The capital of this department is to be trans- 
ferred to Marabatio, where a military government is to 
be established ; and the people are to be compelled to 
arm, equip, and support compam'es of infantry and caval- 
ry for the defence of this department. 

** dtb. Monarchical g^»vernment being hated by the in- 
habitants of this criminal town, who have supported three 
engagements against the king^s forces, and having found 
^ heada of ^any of our chiefs, who sacrificed their lives 
tor ike public good, placed on poles at the entrance of 
Ae town, we decree that every building in Zitaquaro shall 
be razed to the ground, or destroyed by fire. Every in- 
habitant to leave the town within six days ; and as a 
proof of mercy, 1 permit them to take tb^iif moveable 
t>roperty. 

*' 6th, Every inhabitant to receive from the govern- 
ment a written testimonial of his name, family, and day 
of his departure. Any person remaining in the town after 
the time fixed for departure, or not having provided him- 
self with the requisite testimonial, to be put to death. 

** 7th, All arms to be given up to the government, un- 
der the penalty of death. 

«* 8tb, The clergy to be sent to the bishop of Valla- 
aolid. 

^* 9tb, An absolute prohibition is made against rebuild- 
ing the town of Zitaquaro, or any other town which may 
in futore be destroyed to punish rebellion. 

^ 10th, Any town or village admitting either of the^ 
three members of the insurgent junta, or any of their de- 
legates, or who shall refuse to surrender them to the king, 
or attempting to resist the king^s troops, are subjected to* 
the above-mentioned penalties. 
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<< nth. The Count de Ctsa-rul U intcuated with evi- 
forcng this deicree. 

^i CALLflJA." 

The junta of Zitaquaro took refuge at £1 R«al de Zul- 
tepec, a town thirty leagues west of Mexico, situate on » 
steep mountain. Notwithstanding the loss of Zitaquaro, 
the independents were not conquered. Morelos, ViUa- 
gran, Canas, Aldama, and other generals, still coottnand- 
ed numerous corps of guerrillas, which were constantly 
employed in different parts in opposii^ the Spanish 
forces. The junta proposed terms of recoBcili«4ion ta 
Venegas ; but they were as ill received as formed skailat 
attempts made by Hidalgo and Rayon. The terms of 
reconciliation were proposed by the junta in an addresi 
to the Spaniards, published on the 29th of March, 18^1!l« 
T\f% junta, in this address, recapitulate the f^rievsotei 
from which they sought redress, and formed a plan, ia 
case the Spaniards chose a continuance of war, that it 
should at least be carried on with less ferocity* 

Morelos ruled over nearly the whole southern coasi of 
Mexico, having defeated the royal forces in many en* 
gagenents, but most decisively in the battle fouf^t ait 
Tixtla, on the 19th of August, 1811. Ai)ef that, be be- 
sieged Acapuico 'f and with- the principal part of his 
army, wbich he divided into two corps, be marched to 
Mexico. Brigadier Bravo, who commanded one of these 
divisions, conquered the Spanish General Musitu, and 
entered Qijautla Amilpas, twenty -five leagues south of 
Mexico, while Morelos took possession of Izucar without 
any opposition. These advantages gained by the pa* 
triots prevented the royalists from dispersing the nation- 
al junta after taking Zitaquaro. The troops of Morelos 
were likewise in possession of Huexapan, and of £1 Real 
de Tasco, The royalists, commanded by Colonel Soto, 
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attacked Izuear oa Uw ITtbof February, but Were re- 
fiulsed, and Soto ao severely wounded, that he was oblig- 
ed to withdraw from the army. Llano, who succeeded 
to his command, renewed the attack on the 22d, and was 
likewise repulsed, though be had obtained possession of 
a hill called £1 Calrario, from whence he had bombard* 
ed the town* This attack was made by troops just ar- 
rived from Spain ; which were the first troops that had 
been sent into Mexico since the commencement of the 
revolution. 

Calleja stormed Qfiautla Amilpas on the 19th of Fe* 
bruary, but was compelled to retreat, after an engage- 
ment which lasted six hours. Llano raised the siege of 
Izuear, and joined Calleja, on the 28th of February. In 
hia march he defeated several corps of guerrillas, com- 
manded by F. de la Rosa and others^ Morelos likewise 
received reinforcements at Quautla ; and every military 
manoeuvre possible was employed to defend the town. 
Calleja says, in a letter addressed to a friend, from hia 
camp before Qaautla, dated 15th of March, 1812,. «^ We 
will precipitate this town and its inhabitants inta the 
Tery centre of hell, whatever exertion or fatigue it may^ 
cost us. The enthusiasm of these insurgents is unparel* 
leled. Morelos, with a prophetic countenance, gives hia 
orders, and whatever they may be, they are always 
punctually executed* We continually hear the inhabit^ 
ants swear that they will be buried under the ruina= 
Tather than deliver up the town. They dance around 
the bombs as they fall, 16 prove that they are fearless of 
danger. "^ 

Qjjautla Amilpas is situate in a plafn; the town 19^ 
Father elevated, and commands a view of the environa. 
It was fortified by Morelos^ who found the whole tews,: 
jM well as the army, ready to second his views* The 
u^^i however, being regularly carried on, provisiettaat 
17* 
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lesgtb failed, ftii4 Morelos oitltml a dtiacbioeit to 
make a sally, tfaat tbe guenriUas, wbo iirere hacaasiDg Um 
rear of Uie beaiegen, might recei^ intimalion to endem- 
▼our, OD a day specified, to iatnodiioe provistona iato the 
lovrn. Accordifl^j, Field-oMrsfaal Matatnoroa^ a pnest, 
aiid Colonel Perdizi with a buRdred horsemen, forced 
the line of the eoeny in the ttighl of the 23d of Apiili 
181^. Oo the 27th, the Spanish camp was attacked hf 
the besieged, aad bj the guerrillas, who were, hcMf ever, 
repulsed, and lost near a thousand men. The ai^^ 
baring lasted seventy-five days, aod provisions failing, 
Morelos at length determined to evacuate Qjuautla Anui- 
paS) which he elfected in the night of the 2d of May, aad 
in the followhig order ; a corps of infantry, consisting of 
one thousand men, took the lead ; after them went two 
hundred and fifty horsemen, which were followed by 
nearly h^e thousand lancers and slingers ; nearly the 
whole population of Qjjautla was placed between these 
troops and a corps of fusileers, which protected the rear. 

As soon as Calleja was aware that the independents 
were quitting the town, he ordered his army to attack 
them. Many skirmishes then ensued, in which the roy- 
al forces made great havoc among the unarmed inhabit- 
ants of the town, wbo bad accompanied the army. Four 
thousand fel> victims at this time, and they were chiefly 
these unfortunate persons. Calleja says, in his clkial 
communication to the viceroy, that he on^y lost twenty 
men, and that an eitent of seven leagues was covei^ 
With the dead bodies of the enemy. 

Morelos marched to Cbilapa, and took the town by 
force. He next took Tebuacan, nearly Mty leagues 
aoutb-west of Mexico. Orizaba was likewise obliged to 
surrender to Morelos ; and there he set fire to the to* 
bacco in the royal magazines, which was valued at many 
natilions of dollars. On the 26th of November, he et- 



y Google 



109 

taoked Ankquera, tiM capita] of tbe iotettdtock of Oar* 
aca> and this (own submitted to him with little oppoM« 
ti^n. Palactosy Tinoco^ and Colonela Lopez and Armeo 
ta, bad been here ^t by the royalista : from a spirit ot 
retaliation, Mordos executed, oi> the very same spot^ 
Lieutenant-General Gonzales Saravia, Brigadier Bona- 
?ia, and Colonels Regules and Villasante. Tbe remains 
of liO^z and Armenta were thea carried in triumph, and 
deposited in the cathedral. Acapulco fell soon after into 
tbe power of Morelos, who then stationed many corps of 
fuerrilbs between XaJapa and Vera Cruz ; and by this 
means completely succeeded In intercepting the regulai 
communication between Mexico and Vera Cruz. 

Rayon's troops atUcked Toluca, but being repulsed 
retired to Tenango, a town situate near an eminence, 
about eighteen leagues south-west of Mexico. The bat- 
teries which defended the ascent of the mountain, the 
royalists, under Don J« C. y Bustamente, found means to 
avoid, and took possession of the town in the beginning 
of June, 1812. All who were made prisoners in this 
attack were shot The national junta withdrew from 
Zultepec, and sometimes accompanied tbe army undei 
Rayon, or remained in a town in tbe vicinity of his 
army, but never fixed themselves for any continued pe- 
uod ia any place. From this era but kw facts am 
l^own with certainty of the Mexican revolution^ and to 
these 1 will limit my present sketch. 

About the end of 1812, Don J. M. A. Toledo, who 
had been one of the members of the cortes for Spanish 
America, arrived at Washington, and there joined Colonel 
Don B. Crutierrez, who had come from Mexico to im* 
plore the protection of the United States. He and Tole- 
do enfoUed seme Americans to assist the independents^ 
and set out for Provincias Intemas, where their numben 
wese insNMed by aome guerrillas joining them. Thaji 
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mt first olilaioed loine tdTantages orer the Spaniards, mod 
even took the capital of the province of Texas, Sao Anto- 
nio de Bejar ; but Don N. Arredondo, commander of the 
ProTincias Internas Orientales, attacked them in the be- 
ginning of 1813, and completely dispersed their troops. 
Toledo escaped to the United States. 

In December, 1813, Morelos attacked Valladoltd ; but 
the city receiving timely assistance from a divisioe of 
troops under Llano, Morelos was compelled to retreat to 
Puruaran, seventeen leagues from Valladolid. Llano 
pursued Morelos's army, and an engagement took place 
•n the 7th of January, 1814. The battle having coalmen- 
bed before daylight, a fatal error happened in Morelos'j 
army, for two of his own divisions in the dark fought 
against each other. Day broke, and they perceived their 
unhappy mistake, but too late ; the independents remakied 
spiritless, and in a state of consternation ami dismay, 
which Llano taking advantage of, made great havoc 
among them* Matamoros, Morefes^s second officer in 
command, was made prisoner with seven hundred men. 
Matamoros had himself taken ^ve hundred Spanish prison- 
ers a few days before, and sent them to Acapulco ; these 
Morelos offered in exchange for Matamoros and his staff^ 
but the ofier was vain ; the seven hundred men taken 
with Matamoros by the royalists were executed as soo» 
Its tdken. Morelos then retsJiated by putting to deatb 
the five hundred Spanish prisoners at Acapulco. 
'^ ^he Spani^ army was then powerful ; it consisted of 
lour strong divisions ; and they nearly expelled the inde- 
pendents from this part of the country. £ven Acapul- 
co was reconqueredj but the patriots previously destroy- 
ed its fortifications. Liceaga, however, contrived to forti- 
fy himself in the lake of Chapalarfrom whence he fepul^ 
sed tlie royalists several times. Morelos, Rayon, Doe« 
tpr Cos, and soo^e others of the independent generals, oh- 
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Uanbd k fem ptrtia! advant^gM, and 1k^ ieW?ed atioag 
(be partisans of tie rerolutioo, which again extendad 
through the intendencias of Valladolid and Mexico. 

The national junta was succeeded by a congress, which 
commeBced its sessions at Chi^ansingo, about thirtjr 
leagues south of Mexico. The congress assembled altera 
wards at Ario, onlj forty-five leagues from this city. 
This congress declared Mexico independent, and formed 
an executive power, composed of Liceaga, Cos, and Mo- 
relos. From Ario the congress removed its sessions to^ 
Apatzingan, where they presented to the people a consti* 
tution, formed on a democratical basis, on the S3d of Oc- 
tober, 1814. On the 25th the congress issued a decree^ 
preecrrbing the oath which was to be taken by the citizen* 
enjoying the benefits of this constitution. The decMeft 
of the congress and the constitution were publicly burn^ 
by the royalbts in Mexacoon the 24thof Mayi 181&, and 
fensMy of death was denounced against those who refused 
to deliver to the government any copies they might haW 
of this constitution^ or of the decrees of th0 cot^p^am^ 
Many privateers were fitted out by the independents ; 
and these privateers enabled the Mexican armies to re-' 
oeive throi^ the port BoqpiiUa de Piedra, in the Gulf 
of Mexico, both officers and supplies of arms an4 ammu^ 
nition. 

In the month of October, 1815, Morelos received in* 
lelligence that Toledo and General Humbert had arrived 
with arms and ammunition at £1 Puente del Rey, whick 
was fortified by the independents. El Puente del Rey 
lies between Xalapa and Vera Cruz. Morelos set out to 
join Toledo, but to conceal his des%B he took the road 
Wading to the province of Oaxaca. The royalists, who 
by means of their spies had discovered Morelos's inten- 
tion, laid wait for him at Atacama, and succeeded in de- 
feating th0 corps l^ commafidedy and took him.prisoaeri 
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Mov^M wu cooliicied to Mexico, aiid tbtn dhpHved •! 
hh clerical orders by three bishopt. He was recused of 
heresy, but the inquisition absolved Wm from this charge* 
He was shot in the back as a traitor iii^ the Tillage Sa» 
Cristobal, six leagues from Mexico. The vicefdy did 
not venture to have the sentence of death enforced in the 
city, lest it should excite the people to rise* 

The following is an official letter from the viceroy of 
Mexico to the minister of war In Spain, intercepted io 
the schooner La Leona, which was taken by £1 Con- 
greso, privateer from Buenos Ayres* 

** 1 informed your excellency In my former conimti- 
aication that the rebels, cutbecillas^ who made their es* 
«ape after Mdrelos's defeat, on the 5th of last month, had 
again collected themselves into a body in the intendencia 
of Puebla. They have since assembled at Tebuacan, 
and have there formed another junta. Many disputes 
&ave arisen respecting the presidency of this junta ; but 
Manuel Teran, excelling his opponents in lalen^ wmi 
kaneiag besiides sixteen btmdied well*»rmed men «nder 
iii comonsid, has the beat chance of occupying MorekM^ 
fcrmer seat. 

<* The rebels, still trembling for their iate, had no 
aoener reached Tebuacan than they sent to me, through 
the medium of the municipality of Mexrco, the adjoined 
despatch : by which your excellency will perceive that 
ftey claim, in the most haughty and audacious style, that 
we should restore to them Morelod ; alfeging, in support 
of this claim, as an independent people, the rights of 
irarand d* nations. 

<* Their claims, which I have treated with silent coai- 
tempt, have not prevented me from inflficting condign 
punishment on the criminal whose restoration they de- 
Boand. I begof your excellency to mark their expressions; 
you will trace in them the dmracter af these rebels, itha 
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wbieh tbejr ael, aad tbe hopes tbej entertain. B7 tbe 
^zettes which I ci»cktte, your excelleacj will see tbe 
iockilto which 1 have fuiblished ; which was done moie 
|o coooiUate tte pnUic opki'on in favour of tbe governs 
ment than lo indulge tbe rebels. 

*' Your eicelleney may be assured that this measure 
wiH not endanger tbe public safety ; for, with some few 
exceptions, none will have recourse to the offered par- 
don ; and of course tbe principal leaders and their bands 
will not lay down those arms which they are more ac* 
customed to from tbe habit of plunder, than to obtain 
their Independence. If, fortunately, contrary to my ex* 
pectatioo, tbe number of those willing to submit to our 
arms should be more considerable, that will prove that 
they resign all hopes, and then we have nothing more to 
fear. 

" Had Brigadier Don J. Moreno Daoiz, governor of 
Puebla, attended to my orders, he would have prevent 
ed the rebels from again uniting themselves at Tehuacan^ 
or be would have so harassed them that their plans must 
have been frustrated. Since the rebels have ended their 
etvil broils, and formed a government to act in concert 
with tbe bands which infest the roads between Vera 
Cruz and Mexico, and with those which pervade thm 
coast of Barlovento ; and since tbe infamous Toledo has 
landed with armaments and military stores, they have 
extended their operations to Oaxaca, Orizava, Cordova^ 
and many other towns in the intendeucia of Puebla. I 
enclose to your excellency tbe proclamation which the 
tiaitor Toledo issued on his return from North America. 

** Daoiz has been prevented from acting against tha 
rebels, being deprived of one corps of troops, which was 
sent as an escort for tbe money conveyed to Vera Crus 
i^ the beginning of last month. These troops Bfifadiet 
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^pfDi^be of aendiag thoa Imk. AltlMMgb If if awa bas a 
OQDsidfiiabk ftioe mxlerikis ceaKHaod, v^^Ma baa tMcn 
«MilintraU^ jocreMed^ \^ Ibe tpaapa irfai^ bave janwd 
bira^ tbaidliemit towns ibwuf^ <«irbi«b be bas aaarc^ 
ed: and although the rebelfi «va€ttaMr<>a ^ ^^ ^ 
Maj, £1 Puema del Ray, wbicb tba^r bad ibrMed» still 
be keeps Brigadier Xboiz's ti^op^ as an aeeort ibr bioi- 
aalf. 

^ I aadoee to your exceUaaqy ^e lael despatch kom 
Jli^ravea* with my answer, ordering that 4be above-nieB- 
^iooed tfoops might be sent back to pvoteJOt 4iie towns of 
Orizava aod Cordo?a; wbetre the tobacco bekNifiBg to t&e 
iiiog, which is the goveroaieDi's priodpal tceasuve, la de» 
Ipasited. By the copy of my cardars, your ezoe41«ioy 
fviU see my remarks, oo Miyarez's pbia of enscting se^r^ea 
forts ID the twenty-two leagues between Xalapa and VeM 
Cruc. I foresee that thesa £oirts could onjy exist durii^ 
^ dry season ; for when the raios come on, tbe iaad 
XKmld be so marshy that the troQps woakl be ufider the 
necessity of withdrawing. Were Miyaras'4i |^an put la 
axecution, such considerable dtstancot wotM sapanwte 
tbe troops, that it would be imposs^bla 4o pursue tbe re^ 
bels with success : or were tbe coast attacked, as* is mt- 
pected, and assistance suddenly called ibr, it coald not be 
fiven. 

*^ Apoordii^ to the last intelligence which I bave ns* 
oeived, Toledo has ntumed to New*Orieans, accomp»* 
nied by emissaries and officers appointed l^ tbe ImMT 
cimgress, who are to serve in the eipedilion dastioed4» 
the Provincias Intemas, It is said that Toledo waatad 
courage to place himself at the hesfd of tiie tn>opB in the 
▼ipinity of Vera Cruz, and that he was therdbra ta^ft* 
turn to Boquilk de Piedra, taking patn^Mcements^ froai 
Kaw-^Oiteaiis, 
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** I beg to inform your excellency that I ha?e intelli- 
gence from North America, relating to the arrival of J. 
Bonaparte at Washington, and to the conduct of the go- 
veroment of the United States, which is inclined to favour 
the revolution here ; the complaint made by the minister^ 
Don L. de Onis, and the' satisfactory answer of the presi- 
dent. Your excellency will likewise see n^ answer to 
Onis on the same subject. As much confidence is not to 
be placed in the government of Washington, which is in- 
^ terested in the emancipation of these provinces, and is . 
desirous of forming a government for them after the mo- 
del of its own, I repeat, therefore, to your excellency 
the necessity of sending cruisers to the coast of Vera 
Cruz, and like\!vise land as well as naval forces and 
clothing. The clothing made here is costly, and not 
durable. It cannot be difficult for your excellency to 
obtain what is needful from England, It is necessary 
^bat we should be prepared, in case the factions in North 
America should realize their meditated invasion. 

**Doa N. Arredondo, commander in the Provincias 
Intemas Orientates, informed vae in his letter, dated the 
15th of Novemt>er, 1815, that on the frontiers of those 
provinces, as well as on the banks of the river Sabinas, 
there are many bands of insurgents ; and this intelligence 
perfectly agrees with that received from the minister 
Onis. Arredondo describes likewise the defenceless 
state of the provinces under his command, and adds, that 
be has not the means of placing them in the necessaiy 
state of defence. Notwithstanding the assistance which 
1 have frequently given to Arredondo, the attention I am 
compelled to pay to what surrounds me, and the expen- 
ses of my own army, which exceed the actual resources 
of this treasury, your excellency will see the measures f 
liave been induced to take. 

** I cannot help lamenting the situation of this viceroy- 
18 
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alt/ ; the king's authority is no longier 8i4>ported wkh 
.vigour, from the general relaxation which pervades eveiy 
class of society since the revolution. As a proof of this, 
Arredondo wanted a thousand nuiskets ; I could not sup- 
ply him, because the number of muskets made hese ace 
not sufficient to replace those wehave already lost, or, 
are destroying every day. 1 therefore ordered Bon J. 
de la Cruz, the commander in Nueva Galliicta» who had 
lately received four thousand Xrom. the East-Indies, to 
supply Arredondo, yet he has never complied .wkb my 
orders ; and if he does not, I must apply tayour excel- 
lency more expressly on the subject. 

** Unless the frontiers or the coast be attacked, or the 
Nx>rth Americans openly declare for the insurgents^ or J. 
Bonaparte and his partisans succeed in obtaining money 
to realize their plans, i see no immediate prospect of the 
king's authority being overthrown. Since the impri- . 
sonment of Morelos, with the exception of the inten- 
xlencia of Puebla, where the prtnoipai leaders of the re- 
bels are assembled, the whole country enjoys a degree of 
tranquillity ; yet we are surrounded every where with 
numberless bands of robbers, which, intercept the CQm«- 
municatioD with many parts^ and stop the progress of 
agriculture, of trade, and of working the mines, in which 
consists the wealth of the people. These bands are not . 
sufficiently powerful to defeat the regular troops, to taJke 
to^ns, or to intercept the convoys f yet we have not the* 
strength necessary to destroy them, though they are fne- 
quenUy defeated, often liarassed, and severely ppnished 
if they fall into owe power, as your excellency will see 
by the gazettes separately enclosed. God preserve > your 
excellency ! . 

. "Mexko, *^PBUX CALLEJA^- 

December 31, 1815." 
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Letter froin the Mexican congress at Tebuacatn to the 
viceroy Calleja. 

*' Ttje chance of war has placed in your power Don 
J, M. Morelos, who was made prisoner on the noorningof 
the 5tb of this month in the environs ofTemalaca, en« 
deavouring to protect the retreat of the national repre^ 
sentatives. These representatives greatly fear that your 
excellency will not spare the life of this illustrious war* 
rtor, nor even treat him with the respect due to his cha- 
racter. We know that this war is*considered by your ex- 
cellency as the rebellion of a feit unhappy wretches, not 
as the spontaneous and general will of a people justly ir- 
ritated. You have endeavoured to impress the minds of 
the ctviiized world with this disadvantageous idea of our 
revolution ; though the continuance of the war, and the 
universal cry of the peopfe, demanding their liberty, con- 
tradict your assertions. Yet these national representa- 
fives would be deficient io their duty, were they not to 
implore your excellency to preserve the valuable life of 
Don J. M. Morek>s, who is both one of the prii^pal war- 
riors in Mexico, and a member of our government. We 
cionjure your excellency, in the name of the nation, and 
ifli consideration of the severe sufferings thfs war has al- 
ready occasioned us, to spare the life of Don J. M. Mo- 
rek>5. We send you the proclamation which we have 
lately circulated among the trrops in Mexico ; and we 
hope that your excellency, who, in your communication 
of the 14th ultimo to Dr. D. P. de la Fonte, granting the 
favour of the indulto to Don J. N. Rocainz, boasts of hu- 
manity being the guide of his actions, m\\ henceforth re- 
frain from shedding the blood of the inhabitants of this 
country, and will let horror, desolation, and death cease* 
We, on our part, have constantly evinced moderation. 
Reflect on the crime you will commit if you take the life 
of Morelos ; bis death would be a fatal omen to you antf 
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your party. Remember the chances of war ! Coarider 
the vicissitudes of empires J Examine our situation and 
resources — tremble, and fear vengeance ! While you are 
clueU what can you expect, should the chance of war 
plaoe you in our hands ? Can your prisoners have a right 
to implore our clemency ? Will you oblige us to repent 
of the moderation we have shown to your parly, notwith- 
standing our Just indignation ? And, lastly, consider that 
you and sixty thousand Spaniards must answer for the 
smallest ill treatment of Generalissimo Moi-elos. He is 
inexpressibly dear to every American ; nor would the ill 
treatment of Morelos be vifwed with indifference even hf^ 
those who are mere spectators of our struggle. 

" L. J. SOTERO DE CASTENADA^ 

President of the CoagreM. 
L. Y.ALAS,. 

President of the GoTemmeat 
L. J. M. PONCE DE LEON, 
* TebnacaD, President of ti>e Supreme Coort 

17th November, 1816.*» of Justice. 

Addressed to the General of the Spanish army. 

The loss of Morelos was very soon felt by the patriots. 
They disagreed among themselves, and Don M. Teran, 
taking advantage of the existing disunion, planned to dis- 
solve the congress by force, which he did in the following 
December, 1815. The supreme authority was then vest* 
ed in Teran himself, Don E. Y. Alas, and Don N. 
Cumplido. Since that time the independents have been 
constantly losing ground, but the particulars of the war 
are obscure to us. 

The viceroy Calleja has been succeeded by Don Juan 
H. de Apodaca, who has entirely changed the plan of 
policy of the preceding viceroys, by endeavouring to 
gain the af{ection of the Mexicans, instead of inspiring 
them with terror. This plan has been crowned with sue- 
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cess, and if we give credit to the aeeounts firom VeraCrue 
and the capital of Mexico, the revolution in that quarter 
is at an end. 

Nevertbeleas, part of the Provinciaa Intemas still resist 
ibe royal forces. The patriots have been there joined bjr 
an expedition under the young General Mina. This ge<^ 
neral sailed from Liverpool in the month of May lastyear, 
1816, having on board about seven thousand stand of arms, 
some officers, and equipages for two thousand infantry 
and five hundred cavalry. He arrived in the United 
States in June, and there added to the number of officers, 
ajid got more muskets, after which be sailed for the Gulf 
of Mexico. This expedition suffered m^ch during the 
passage from the weather and disease. Mina landed at 
last at Matagorda, where the inhabitants, and Aury, the 
commander ^f the privateers in that quarter, joined him. 
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CONCLUSION, 



The new geveiiHDeiits established in Spantsh America, 
not tnistfng to their own strength to snpport their inde- 
^ pendente, have applied for protection to different pow- 
ers. For this pmpoae the .^mta of Caraeeas deputed Don 
Telecom Orea to Washington^ in the jrear t81C>; and 
Don Pedro Gaul went On a similar mission fnm the con- 
gress of New Grenada in 18 16. Doctor Herrera was 
likewise sent last year, 1816, by the Mexican congress, 
as was Don Lino de Ciemeote by General Bolivar. The 
government of Washington, though evidently pleased with 
this revolution, has not judged it expedient to lend the 
independents any assbtance ; and indeed, spurred oi» by 
the Spanish ambassador Onis, it issued a prodamatioD on 
1st September, 1816, ordering the persons who had as- 
sembled in Louisiiana, with the intention of entering Mexi- 
eo, to be dispersed. A bill was likewise proposed for 
discussion by the President of the United States, and has 
jK>w passed, empowering the government to prevent the 
sale of vessels of war to the subjects of any other power, 
and thus effectually preventing the arming and equipping 
vessels of war in any of their ports, destined to be em- 
ployed against nations in amity with the United States. 
The citizens have, however, openly declared for the in- 
dependents, and it is owing to their support that the Mexi- 
cans especially have been enabled to repair the contiaiial 
lessee which t)iey have sustained in the atnigglr* 
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The junta of Caraecas deputed Don Luis I^opez Men* 
dez and Don Simon Bolirar to solicit the British to sup- 
port their cause. In consequence of this applicatioo, the 
British government issued, in 1810, a decree in its Weat- 
Indian possessions, ordering the islands to maintain a per- 
iect neutrality in the contest between Spain and Spanisll 
America, on condition that the new governments should 
act in the name of Ferdtnaiid the Seventh. After the re- 
stoiation of Ferdinand, the Prince Regent concluded a 
trealj of p^ace with him ; and in two articles added to 
that treaty, it was stated, '< that the-Prince Regent hoped 
Ferdinand would restore peace in hb American colanks ; 
and that, entertekiing this hope, he would engage not to 
assist the insurgents, and would even endeavour to pre- 
vent his subjects from givrog them any assistance.'* 

Dob Manuel Sarratea*s mission from the govemmeiit of 
Buenos Ay res, and that of Don Jos^ Maria del Real, 
who was-sent by the congress of New Grenada in 1814, 
have not been productive of any advantage, though they 
were both commissioned to make proposals very advan« 
tageotts to the British commerce ; one was, to offer to the 
British the exclusive commerce with New Grenada and 
Venezuela for twenty years; yet Don Josd Maria del 
Real has even repeatedly solieited in vaio to be favoured, 
only with a conference with the minister of the foreign 
department The exportation of arms from Enghnd (e 
the West-Vndies has been long attended with great difi^ 
colty ; but now it is entirely prohibited, lest arms thor 
exported should find their way to the independents. 

Notwithstanding the universal discontent existing im 
Spanish America against the Spaniards and their govern- 
ment, which was increased by the Spaniards, declaring 
<* that Spanish America ought to share the fate of Spaio^ 
whatever that might be,*' yet it is doubtful whether the 
(Spanish Americana weokl have commenced a fevel«tio»|f . 
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Ind not the British solemolj pioraiBe<rtbem their support. 
In sayiog thb, I allude to the well-knowu ioatnictioiis 
given to Sir Thomas Pictoo, in the jear 1797, by the 
then minister for the colonial department, Mr. Dundas; 
in which the British goTemment pledges itself to furnish 
ever J kind of support to those who were eicitin^. revolt 
in Venezuela. These iastructioQS were circulated in the 
islamds, and from thence passed over to the contiaent 
But thej availed nothing at that period, and might evea 
have sunk into oblivion, bad not the British government 
again most positively proved its decided intention of 
emancipatbg Spanbb America, first, by the expedition 
sent to Buenos Ayres under Generals Whitelock and Be- 
lesford ; and next, by the expedition fitted out by Geae- * 
ral Miranda against Venezuela. This expedition, which 
landed in Portugal to oppose the French in 1808, was des- 
tined to sail for Spanish America under the command of 
Lord Wellesley, who was to be accompanied by General 
Miranda, to give independence to the new continent 
So deeply was it impressed on the minds of the inhabitr 
aQf» of Spanish America, that the English fiivoured their 
le volution, that, in the b^^inning of 1810, none, not even^ 
the Spaniards, bad the smallest doubt on the subject. 
The disappointment of the Americatis, when the course 
that the British government was pursuing in the transaW 
lantie disturbances was known, was very severe* It les* 
sened much their confidence of success ; yet, as the meap 
sores that the English were taking were neither decided- 
ly for nor agamst them, the hopes of the Americans were 
not extinguished* It was exceedingly to be regretted at 
that time that the European policy of England prevented 
her from fulfilling the promises of support which she had 
so qnconditionally made to the American patriots. It 
^cannot be coi^cealed that these promises had a powerful 
efect in exciting the Ameiicens to the resistance whidi 
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\hey were then making to Spain^-a resistance during' 
which more than three hundred thousand lives have heen 
Ibst ; and which, without the interference of England, 
might either have been delayed to a more favourable 
time, or so managed aS to avoid much of the bloodshed 
and cruelties which it Is actually occasioning. 

Two yeais had elapsed since the revolution had com-' 
roenced, when the fatal earthquake atCaraccas happened ; 
which, being considered an ominous presage, again biaii- 
se<l the minds of the people in favour of regal govern^ 
ment. The conduct of the governors of the BritiA' 
IVest-India islands, in that season of public distress, 
seemed to evince the policy of the British government 
%itb respect to the independents. Not the smallest as- 
sistance did the people of Caraccas at that period receive ; 
and it was only by the liberality of the congress of the 
United States that the few whom the earthquake spared 
did not perish by famine. The royalists reconquered 
Venezuela, and were carrying their triumphant arms into 
New Grenada with a spirit of revenge corresponding with 
that animosity expressed by the regency of Cadiz t#- 
irards the South Americans. The country was then on 
the brink of destruction, and the government of Nevr 
Grenada resorted to the expedient of imploring succour 
from a foreign power. But what power could they have 
recourse to ? £ufope seemed at that era divided between 
the government of Bonaparte and the influence of Eng- 
land. From England there was little hope of assistance ; 
she seemed decidedly fixed on her system of neutrality. 
From France, then, alone they had reason to hope for 
protection. Bonaparte had indeed twice declared that 
he would second, the efforts of the new world to obtain 
independence ; and the Americans were aware that, H 
such were his will, he could supply them with arms 
and officers, which was all they jrequired. But it was 
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4mde3f Ibat f^^^posals should be ftnewed to Ihe United 
States of Ai|M»rica ; and in case of failure, an application 
was then to be inade to the Fiencfa goYernment Tbn 
douUe missicm was intrusted, in the year IB 12, to Don 
JIf. Palacie Faiar. He addressed himself, in conse* 
quence, to Mr* Madison > then President of the United^ 
Slates of America. He made known to him the danger 
which at that period threatened New Grenada and Vene- 
jyuela ; and observed that, unassisted, the people were 
unable to support the struggle necessary to obtain their 
freedom. The President answered, that ** though iht 
United States of America were not in alliance, they were 
at peace with Spain, and could not therefore assist tiie 
indepeodeott; i^Hl, as inhabiluits of the same continenf, 
ikfiy aincerely wii^d well to their exertions." Don M. 
Pa^acioFaYar then addressed himself to M. Serruner, 
ftiabassador from France to the United States, who most 
atiwdigly recommended that he should apply to hie court 
This D. F« Fasardid, and Bonaparte did not disappoint 
Itis ejipecta^oDS. Every arrangement was making to 
give the Re<^«8sary asdiai^t'}^^ to the Americans, when the 
battle «f Leipsick took place, wbkb led to tbe total OTer- 
ttirow of Bonaparte. 

Spanish America has no allies to support her, in her 
present struggle, but tbe partisan^ of independence have 
considerably increased within the last seven years. 
Whatever may be the opinion in Europe of the military 
strength of Spain, it is certain that, aided by tbe religion 
and form of government so long established in America, 
the Spaniards are pdwerful enemies in the new world. 
Tbe intelligence of the imprisonment of the royal family 
of Spain was not productive of any attempt to revolt : on 
^e contrary, enthusiasm for assisting tbe mother country 
in her struggle was universal. The South Americans ex- 
pected that tbeir iong-oontinued grievances might now 
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meei with redress, stoee the reids of goremtneiit were mi 
the bands of tbeir compankMis in these sufienngs irfatch' 
the preceding adminiftration had for many fears inflicted 
ufion tbem. And the addresses from the Spaniards were^ 
coiM^d in sach a style of candour and benevolence, that 
thej bad great hopesDf an approaching political anelio- 
ration. Two jrears however ehipsed, and no ^ange ta* 
king place, tbeir bopes vaoisfaed. The proclamation of 
Don Pedro Cevallos^ showing the gremnds upon which 
Spain might disown the abdications and cessions at Bay- 
onne ; the report presented by Don M. 6. Jovellanos to 
the central junta, proving the right which a nation in 
many cases has to revolt against the government; the 
leading principle of tbe sovereignty of the people pro- 
claimed by tbe Spanish juntas : and more particularly 
tbe decree issued by tbe central junta, on tbe l&tb of* 
October, 1809, declaring tbe South Americans to bo 
e^al in rights with tbe Spaniards, enlightened tbe peopiO 
in tbe course tbey were to tahe in tbose perplexing cir*> 
cumstaliccs in which tbe mother country found herself 
daily more involved. Hearing now, for the first time, the 
righis of men publicly avowed, and thea by tbe Spaniards, 
it was not extraordinary that the South Americans listened 
with avidity to these doctrines, or that tbey should deter- 
mine to avail themselves -of tbe fiist opportunity to piU 
tbem in practice. Tbe situa^n of tbe peninsula grew 
every day more desperate ; tbe Spanish armies were de- 
feated in almost every engagemeni ; and what increased 
the evil was, that tbe treason of tbeir generals was said 
by tbe Spaniards to be tiie cause of these defeats. The 
government was considered to want energy, and ite 
members did .not possess tbe confidence of the peopiew^^ 
Tbe^ French having dispersed the whole Spanisb army at 
Ocana, took possession of the Andalusies, with the excep- 
tion of Cad^z and the isiaMl of Leon* Sone of the-awoK 
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b^s <^ ihe centfal jubta then assembled in *the island of 
Leon« and placed tbeir pretended power in Ibebands of a 
legency cbosen by ■■ themselves. What could Spanish 
America expect from such a government, which scarcely 
possessed groAid even to stand on ? To establish provta^ 
cial juntas wa^ the prevailing wish ; 'and this measure was 
adopted in Venezuela, New Grenada, Chili, Buenos 
Ay res, and lastly in Zitaquaro in Mexico. But still a 
rapture with the mother country was not even thought oL 
The Spaniards perceived but too late the extent of the 
evil they had themselves occasioned by tbeir conduct and 
publications. Orders were circulated that no pubUcation, 
e;Kcept the gazette of the regency, should be carried info 
America. The poison had however taken effect^ and 
these orders could not act as antidotes. M(»« conciliatory 
measures might have checked the spirit for revolt, or at 
least it would have assumed a less obstinate character; 
but after the decree of the regency declaring Caraccas 
in ji state of open rebellion, it appeared irrevocably fixed. 
This increased the partisans <^ the revolution, and con- 
firmed the decisiont of its instigators. The Indians and 
tbe mixed races seemed attached to the revolution from 
the period when equality of rights had been proclaimed^ 
and when the new goverment had abolished some of the 
tapies, tributos, alcabala, estancos, ko. 

The cortes might have recalled the allegiance of Spa- 
nish America, had their conduct been consistent with tbe 
liberal principles which they professed. At first they 
treated tbe revolution with indifference, and were even 
regardless of the remonstrances made by the deputies re- 
presenting Spanish America, whose nomination they had 
Ihemselves obtained from tbe Americans residing in tbe 
island of Leon. And when the cortes were prevailed 
upon to give a heaHng to these deputies, their partiality 
imd inconsistency were too openly evinced. As an ex* 
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Timple : it bad been decreed tBat (be constHcrtlon fbrmed 
by the cortes, sbotild be establhlied in Mexrco and Lima, 
trfaere the anthoritj of the corfes was yet acknowledged. 
The viceroys, Abascal and Venegas, coiopHed with t&is 
decree ; but some months after, growing weary of the 
observations made by the new puUications, they began 
hj suspending the liberty of the press. Although this 
was considered by the constitution an act of high treason, 
the cortes, far from enforcing the penalties enacted for 
such an infringement, decreed the entire suspension^ of 
thie constHution tmtil peace should befinadly restored in 
Spanish America. 

The return of Ferdinand might have brought with it 
the return of peace. The people were tired <tf war; 
the leaders of the revolution disappointed in iheir views ; 
a large body of the people in a state of apathy or indif- 
ference; and, what was still more important, the vette*' 
ration attached to the name of Ferdinand still existed, 
though^ in some degree lessened. When Morillo caitied 
to Venezuela the intelHgence of the restoration of the 
king at the head often thousand men, he did more inju- 
ry to the royal cause by thb measure, than the massacries 
of Qpito, Barinas, Barcelona, Qjilautla, and Goanaxoato, 
or the executions at La Faz, Santa Fe de Bogota, Caitha- 
gena, Puerto Cabello, Acatita de Bajan, Puruaran, &c. 
The South Americans then cleariy saw that they harf 
nothing to expect either from the nation or from the 
king; the decided revolution may, in consequence, date 
its origin from this period. 

Had thirty thousand men been landed on the Ameri- 
can shores^, when intelligence was given of the king's re- 
storation, such a force might perhaps have suspended the 
revolution for some years, though even fifty thousand 
men could not at this period effect as much as a smaller 
iHimber might have done earlier. But it does no|t appear 
19 
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that aaj great advantage cou)d arise to Europe, or evea 
to SpaiD, were she again to subdue that country. Should 
the royal forces iriuraph, dislike and innumerable con* 
sptracies would be the necessary consequence of the op- 
pressive system the royalists would introduce. 

To form an idea of the present state of the revolution, 
we must consider Spanish America as divided into three 
parts, which act independently of each other : 1st, Mexi- 
co; 2d, Venezuela and New Grenada ; 3d, Buenos Ayres 
and Chili. 

Ib Mexico the eoncillatory meftsurfisof the new viceroy, 
Apodaca, have succeeded in restoring tranquillity in a 
great part of the revolted provinces ; and if we are to 
believe the Spanish accounts, in the absence of intelligence 
froDi the patriots, the revolution is now confined to some 
of the Provincias Internas Orientales« Aii expedition, 
however, landed on the Mexican shores, near Tampico^ 
about four months ago, under the young General Mina, 
and his operations against the royalists are not yet known. 

The island of Margarita, Guayana, and part of the pro- 
vinces of Maracaybo, Cumana, Barinas, and Caraccas, 
are in the power of the independents. Greneral Bolivar, 
as supreme chief, rules the country by the appointment 
of the congress which he had convoked by a proclamation 
dated from Margarita, the 28th of December, 1816. New 
Qrenada is wholly in the possession of the royalists ; but 
the provinces of Popayan and Tunja are said to be in a 
state of insurrection. The troops of New Grenada, 
which, after the battle of Cachiri, withdrew into Venezu- 
j^la, occupied last March the province of Casanare in New 
Grenada, and part of the provinces of Barinas and Mara-< 
caybo. 

The provinces of Rio de la Plata are ruled by the con< 
gress, except La Banda Oriental, which Artigas governs 
independently ; l>etween whom, Jiowever, and the con* 
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gress, a good understanding now subsists. Artigas^ troops 
are employed in repulsing the Portuguese ; and those of 
the congress against the royalists from Lima, who have 
lately retreated to Potosi. Don J. M Pujrredon is at 
the head of the Buenos Ayres government. An army of 
four thousand men has invaded Chili under the command 
of General San Martin, who» since the battle of Chaca- 
buco, has completely possessed himself of those provin- 
ces. 

The American seas are swarming with prtvateeis 
equipped by the independent governments of Mexico, 
Venezuela, and Buenos Ayres. Most of them are under 
the immediate orders of three officers, who are, Brioa 
from Venezuela, Taylor from Buenos Ayres, and Aurj 
from Mexico. The privateers cruise m the Gulf of Mexi* 
CO, among the West-Indian islands, the Azores, and even 
before Cadiz. 

The situation of the respective armies, the obstinacy ojT 
the contending parties, and the means they both possess 
of protracting the war, render it probable that it will be 
long. Spain is making extraordinary^ eflforts to vecover 
her authority, and more than forty thousand men have al- 
ready been sent to Spanish America since the beginning- 
of the revolution. But what will be the issue of the contest 
at large, it would be hazardous to prognosticate. It 
seems, however, reasonable to suppose, that the spirit of 
independence in Spanish America is too general to be suc-^ 
•essfully opposed much longer from a distance of twa 
thousand leagues in the present state of the* Spanish mo^ 
narchy. 



THU END.. 
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